Animals as magical ingredients in the Epigraphical
Sources in the Area of Roman Empire

Andrea Salayova, Masaryk University, Brno

24.7.2019 Kommission flir Alte Geschichte und Epigraphik, Munich




Written sources on magic in antiquity
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Pliny the Elder — Natural History

» “The Natural History of Pliny the Elder is a voluminous survey of
science, pseudoscience, art, and technology. Reflecting the state of
knowledge of the late Hellenistic era, it is based on a hundred or so

earlier authorities.

” (Arcana mundi, p. 68.)
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Pliny vs. magicians

* ,Magorum vanitas perunctis adipe eo faciliorem gratiam apud
populos regesve promittit, praecipue tamen eo pingui, quod sit inter
supercilia, ubi esse nullum potest.” (PLIN. Nat. 28. 25)



Magical ingredients within Natural history

Jdhuman ingredients

J animal ingredients

dingredients against certain illnesses
* Foreign animal species



Animals as magical ingredients in Greek
magical papyri

e "The Greek magical papyri" is a name given by scholars to a body of
papyri from Greco-Roman Egypt containing a variety of magical spells
and formulae, hymns and rituals. The extant texts are mainly from the
second century B.C. to the fifth century A.D.” (Betz, 1986, p.41)

* ,The Greek magical papyri are, however, original documents and
primary sources. Their discovery is as important for Greco-Roman
religions as is the discovery of the Qumran texts for Judaism or the
Nag Hammadi library for Gnosticism.” (Betz, 1986, p.42)



PGM |. 247-62 - Invisibility spell

* ApaUpwol<c> Sokipun. peya gpyov' AaPwv mBnkouv oPpOAAUOV N VEKUOC
BloBavatou kat Potavnv ayhaodpwrtidboc (to podov Agyel) talta tpidac
oLV €Aoilw ooucivw, TplBwv 6& alta €k TWV Oe& LV eic T eDWVUHO AEVE
ToVv Aoyov, wc umokettal “ANOK ANOYIM ANOK OYZIPOPH ANOK ZOzQT
YQOPQON OYIEP ANOK ME OYZIPE MENTA 2ZHT TAKO® avaotnBi oaipwv
kataxOovie ww EpPNnO w PopPnd w MoakepPnd w Amopy, 0 €av ErmTAlw
VUV €yw O O€lva, Omwc €mnkool pot yevnoBe.” eav 6& BeAnonc adovtoc
yeveoDBal, xplooOv ooU TO METWTIOV HOVOoV €K ToU ouvBepatoc, kal apovtoc
gon, Ep’oocov xpovov Belelc. eav 6€ BeAnonc eudoaivecbal, ano SUoEWC
épxéuevoq e’Lq AVATOANV )\éve TO (’5voua toiUTo, Ka‘t £oel ONAWTLIKOC Kol
ETIOTITOC TIAOLV av@pwnmq £0TLV O€ TO ovoua Mapuaptawe Happo
pLpeyyn, ToLNoaTE LE, ToV O€lva, Emormtov Ao avopwroLs v T cAUEpPOV
NueEPQ, N6N, NéN, Taxy, taxv.” éxe<L> Alav KaA®C.



Number of papyri containing animal ingredient

B Animal ingredient present B Animal ingredient non present

142 (26.69%)
390 (73.31%)
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Curse Tablets
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CIL 8.12511, Carthago, 1st.-3rd. cent. CE

e« 'Qc oUtoc O AAéKTWpP KoTadESeTal Tolc Mool Kol TalC Xepol KAl TH
KepaAf, oUTwC Katadrnoate TA OKEAN Kal TAC XIpac Kol TNV KePaAnv
Kal TAV Kopdiav BiktwpkolU to0 nVIOYou Tod Pevétou €v Th aUpLw
AUEpA Kat touc “Imnouc ..."
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Conclusion
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Thank you for your attention!
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