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be. And the comparison between human war and chimpanzee
raiding remains unsettling.

But what do the parallels prove? Chimpanzees, however
bright they might be, however interesting and clever and enter-
taining, are animals. Animals don’t have art, music, literature,
and traditions and systems of ethics and religion and ideals. In
short, animals lack human culture. Isn’t culture the thing that
gives us wings, that frees us from a slavery to passion and the
violence of a tooth-and-claw nature? Surely culture makes us
who we are. And isn’t it obvious that humans show an aston-
ishing variability in their social systems, proof positive that hu-
mans can simply “invent,” through culture, virtually any reality
and style of being and doing they wish?

This sort of question is so important that it compels us to di-
gress from the specific comparison with chimpanzees. We have
already touched on the issue. Now we need to consider more
directly the question of what makes people tick. One view is
that people can freely invent their societies and styles by cul-
tural choice. If that’s right, then presumably we ought to find
samples of human societies that demonstrate the entire gamut
of possibility. Yes, of course, there are repressive, aggressive,
bellicose societies. We have already examined several; perhaps
we live in one. But there should be peaceful ones, too.

Where are those exceptions to the general rule of human
bellicosity, those wonderful places where people are not only at

peace with each other and with their neighbors, but also at peace
inside, in their own hearts and minds? They are hard to findin

the world today. Is it possible that Western civilization has al-
ready etched its corrupting influence so far around the globe that

our perceptions are now entirely distorted? Perhaps until re-
cently there were many primitive Gardens of Eden, attractive

little places where Western culture had not yet dropped its con-

taminating fruit. In short, have there been genuine human para-"
dises existing until recently, special places where special peo-
ple absorbed in special cultures constructed their own excellent

worlds and simply chose peace and happiness?

PARADISE IMAGINED

HE SEARCH FOR PARADISE is at once the quest for a
real place and a journey to distant islands of the mind,
places representing the potential for human perfection.
Atlantis. Eden. Elysium. The bower of the Golden Apples. Para-
dise is a favorite theme of cultures around the world, and the
idea has often operated by idealizing the rough reality of an
actual landscape. By the time of ancient Rome, for example, the
poet Virgil was writing of a mythical paradise for young shep-

- herds in Arcadia, a backwater district of Peloponnesian Greece

that, a thousand years earlier, had survived untouched when the

rest of the peninsula was overrun by Dorian invaders.

Postclassical Europe developed its own versions of paradise,
and by the late Renaissance Europeans were seriously debating

] Whether the newly discovered American continents represented
- areal-world expression of the ancient fantasy.! But by the nine-

‘teenth century, much of the American landscape was already
tainted by a mundane familiarity, so many people from both

' sides of the North Atlantic turned their hopes toward the South

Pacific, a warmish place still sufficiently remote and unexam-

“ined to harbor any number of appealing images. To this day,
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visions of a paradise in the South Seas remain alluring motifs in
Western popular culture, appearing not just in cheap advertise-
ments promoting escape and romance through island vacations
or in B-grade movies but in a serious way in major works of art
and literature and even anthropology.

These contemporary images of paradise, no matter how truly
or falsely they may represent their subjects, remain important
because they project a particular, widely accepted view about
human nature. Many of us who have seen the paintings of artists
like Paul Gauguin, read authors like Herman Melville, and ab-
sorbed the ideas of anthropologists like Margaret Mead, find
deeply comforting their evocation of paradise and their notion
that human evil is a culturally acquired thing, an arbitrary gar-
ment that can be cast off like our winter clothes. It’s a seductive
vision, and in the hands of these talented figures it has been
expressed with drama and conviction. It appeals because it gives
the impression that if only we could get things right, we would
locate the perfect world. It stimulates us to do good works. It
offers hope amid the gloom.

Optimism is a wonderful emotion. But the vision of para-
dise that comes from the balmy islands of the South Seas is
flatly challenged by the ubiquity of warfare and violence across
time and space. How could these figures of genius, Gauguin and
Melville and Mead, have gotten it so wrong? Or perhaps they
were right after all. As we disentangle the arguments that
brought them to their own individual but shared images of para-
dise, we find a remarkable thread unwinding that connects all
three. Each found paradise in the same special way. Each imag-
ined paradise as a place without men.

For artist Paul Gauguin, the South Pacific was a place of strong
light and high contrast, with rich primary colors and readily
available nude models. Gauguin was both a practitioner of
French Impressionism and an inheritor of French Romanticism.
And in his brilliant oils of Tahiti the artist painted Rousseau’s

noble savage with light poured and puddled like liquid. The
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noble savage was specifically female and vaguely Christian, an
Eve of the tropics, produced and reproduced in an entire series
of pensive, self-possessed, and yet curiously provocative nudes
showing serenity, ease, sexuality, and freedom.

In the painting he considered his masterpiece, entitled
Where do we come from¢! What are we! Where are we going?
Gauguin summarized most fully and dramatically his romantic
vision of paradise. Painted in December of 1897, this massive
canvas — four and a half feet high and well over twelve feet wide
— presents a pleasing scene of women and girls in repose, clus-
tered in three groups before a stream in a grove of trees, crossed
by long shadows and spottily illuminated by a warm and orange
light cast from the setting sun. Intermingled with the human
figures are contented domestic animals. One girl, preadolescent,
mildly androgynous, stands at the center, sun-brightened, her
arms raised, poised to pluck a ripe fruit from a tree. But there are
shadows on either side. To the right a gloomy pair plans or plots
— as if the expulsion from Eden has already begun. To the left a
white-haired crone sits, face in hands, her eyes closed. She could
be fading toward death. Here is a moment in primitive time
when humans and animals lived harmoniously within nature’s
garden, not yet overcome by sorrow and pain, time and death. It
implies that the real-life present moment in Tahiti might some-
how represent an existence near, or near enough, to paradise.

“I do believe that not only is this painting worth more than
all previous ones but also that I will never do a better one or
another like it,” Paul Gauguin wrote in a letter to his agent in
Paris .2 But his contemporaries disagreed. The canvas was nailed
inside a wooden crate and shipped to Paris, where it fetched, in a
package deal with seven other paintings, 1,000 francs. A disap-
pointing sum. Nowadays, of course, it’s worth a bundle. It hangs
in Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts, testimony to the beauty and
power of the romantic vision.?

Back in Tahiti, however, real life was far from romantic.
While he was painting Where do we come from? Gauguin strug-
gled in a deep depression, overwhelmed by the recent death of
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his daughter Aline. As soon as he finished his masterpiece, the
artist walked alone into the mountains, took an overdose of
arsenic, and lay down to wait for death. But he took too much.
So he vomited it up, spent three miserable days staring at the
painting from his bed, and then recovered to continue a lonely
life of battling an unappreciative public, hostile officials, and
unsympathetic compatriots among the island colonials.

Still, there was a paradise — of sorts. When the artist first
came to Tahiti, so he claimed in his book, Noa Noa, he found
sexual opportunity everywhere. The only problem was that, ac-
cording to the Tahitian men, the adolescent girls and young
women of Tahiti wanted to be raped. “I saw many young women
with untroubled eyes; I guessed that they wanted to be taken
wordlessly, brutally. A desire for rape, as it were. The old men
said to me, speaking about one of them: ‘Mau tera.” (‘Take this
one.’) But I was timid and could not bring myself to do it.”* He
didn’t need to. As an exotic and well-connected outsider, the
artist himself was a promising catch. He quickly took on an
adolescent girl companion, the lovely Titi, whose attentions he
treasured for a while. She was a city girl, however, half white and
corrupted by too much contact with Europeans, which meant
she would “not serve the purpose I had in mind,” whatever that
was. In the country, where Gauguin soon went, he hoped to find
“dozens of them,” but, so he worried, “they would have to be
taken in Maori style (mau = to seize).” His concerns were un-
necessary. Before too long a thirteen-year-old girl was given to
him by her mother to be his wife. And though he lived in great
economic poverty, Gauguin’s sex life continued to be rich and
arrogantly expressed. He outraged the colonials by decorating
his home with startling pornography; and he took a succession
of young lovers, though he eventually found it hard to overcome
the reluctance of girls put off by his venereal lesions.

Toward the end of 1901, Gauguin was so besieged by the
local authorities that he decided to seek, as he wrote, “a sim-

pler country with fewer officials.”* He took a boat to the Mar-
quesas Islands, where he bought a small plot of stony land
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from a Catholic mission and built on it a modest hut. He died
there, impoverished, unhappy, and about to serve a three-month
prison sentence for slander, on May 8, 1903.

For Paul Gauguin, then, the reality of life in the South Pacific
was difficult and distressing. But the paradise he coated his can-
vases with remained serene, sultry, and exclusive. For him, the
ideal of the South Seas was his own private club undisturbed by
the presence of other men, packed with girls and young women
who were simultaneously innocent and available. It was an is-
land with only one man in residence: creator and voyeur at once,
gazing at an oiled dream of nubile young women and pleasing if
naive concepts of a peace in nature.

A generation before Gauguin painted his Tahitian Eves at the
edge of paradise, a young American writer named Herman Mel-
ville created his own compelling vision of paradise in the South
Seas. Whereas Gauguin was to clutch at fame in Tahiti and fin-
ish his life bound for jail in the Marquesas, Melville garnered
fame through an adventure in the Marquesas and wound up in
jail in Tahiti. These days, Herman Melville is famous primarily
for his encyclopedic whaling epic, Moby Dick. But his book
about the Marquesas, Typee, was not only Melville’s first book,
it was his biggest success during his own lifetime and for a half
century after, influential not merely as a gripping tale but also as
a work of ethnography.

The writer entered the South Pacific as a common sea-
man aboard a 358-ton whaling vessel, Acushnet. The Acushnet
rounded the horn of South America in April 1841 and by June
had traced the western coast as far north as Peru. In pursuit of
whales, the ship turned away from the continental edge at Peru,

- Passed through a volcanic archipelago called the Galdpagos Is-

lands, and then caught the trade winds out into the deep South
Pacific.

Melville’s adventure in the Marquesas began soon after the
Acushnet anchored in Taiohae Bay of Nukuheva, largest island
of that group, where he jumped ship. The Marquesas are an ar-
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chipelago of ten volcanically formed islands roughly 4,000 miles
west of the Galdpagos and around 850 miles northeast of
Gauguin’s Tahiti. They were colonized a century or two before
the birth of Christ by Polynesian people sailing east from Samoa
across 2,000 miles of open sea to establish patriarchal yet rela-
tively egalitarian societies in which every first-born male was
called haka-iki — chief — and might potentially acquire high
status through war, wealth, or politics. Marquesans lived within
small communities separated from each other by geography and
a perpetual state of suspicion, hostility, and warfare. Warfare
ordinarily amounted to a regular series of clashes, ambushes,
and raids for the purpose of acquiring bodies to be eaten ceremo-
nially and also in retaliation for an enemy’s ceremonial canni-
balism.”

That cannibalism, combined with an open and compara-
tively uninhibited sexuality, made the Marquesans objects of
compelling fascination for Westerners. The islands were named
by the Spanish, claimed by the French — and then, in 1813,
briefly occupied by the Americans in the person of Captain
David Porter. Captain Porter, commander of the frigate Essex,
had been instructed to challenge British shipping in the Atlantic
during the War of 1812 but found himself inspired to attack
British whalers in the Pacific. In this he succeeded well enough
to ensure the later American dominance in Pacific whaling; and
by the time it entered Taiohae Bay, Porter’s Essex trailed in its
wake five commandeered and armed British whalers. Captain
Porter, who took up residence in the bay to rest his men and refit
his makeshift flotilla, found Nukuheva an idyllic spot and the
Marquesans inhabiting it ripe for the civilizing effects of colo-
nial dominion. He declared the place an American possession,
named it Madison’s Island in honor of President Madison, and
even plugged a written copy of his declaration into a bottle and
buried it there. Porter, though, soon found himself embroiled in
intercommunity antagonisms and ultimately concluded it nec-

essary to invade the valley of the strongest and most ferocious ,'
people on the island, the Typees, and burn down their villages as
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a sort of grand civics lesson. He left Nukuheva two weeks after
that shameful attack, never to return.

Porter’s brief stay in the Marquesas marked the beginning
and end of American political influence there. An American
sloop of war, the USS Vincennes, did sail into Taiohae Bay in
1829, but the Vincennes is significant principally because she
carried as a midshipman Herman Melville’s cousin Thomas
Melville and, as chaplain, a pious man named Charles Stewart.
A party that included Stewart and Thomas Melville entered the
Typee Valley, and the Reverend Stewart wrote about his experi-
ences there in A Visit to the South Seas (1831) as part of an
extended plea that the Marquesans, enduring “all the darkness
of paganism,” desperately needed the “enlightening and regen-
erating influences of Christianity” that might be provided by
Protestant missionaries.®

By the time Herman Melville jumped ship in 1842, any
American influence on the island, including a few physical rem-
nants from an abortive missionary expedition, had faded, and
the natives of Nukuheva were being pacified by five hundred
French troops and seven French gunboats anchored in the harbor
alongside the Acushnet. But the island was large and divided by
precipitous ridges and thick vegetation; and to avoid capture and

- trial for desertion, the young Herman Melville and sailor Rich-

ard Tobias Greene quickly slipped out of Taiohae Bay and into
the island’s high and rugged interior. Coming out after a few

~ difficult days and nights into another valley, the pair, injured,

hungry, exhausted, fell into the care of a community of about

- two thousand islanders, the Typees, who had so far remained

relatively isolated and culturally intact (in spite of Captain Por-

- ter’s 1813 punitive invasion) because they were still regarded by
; other islanders and Europeans alike as ferocious warriors.

Herman Melville turned twenty-three during the three

- weeks he lived among the Typees in the latter part of July and
- early August of 1842.° He left or escaped on August 9 and was

picked up by an Australian whaler, the Lucy Ann, which took
him as far as Tahiti, where he was briefly jailed with some of the
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other crew on a questionable mutiny charge before escaping to
another whaler. Surely three weeks was not much time to get
to know the Typees, but it was long enough for the young Mel-
ville to acquire a basic background that, supplemented through
reading other travelers’ narratives, could be turned into his first
book. Typee is an imaginative piece of literature in which the
rough outlines of a real event have been passed through the
mind of an artist. But Melville promoted his manuscript to pub-
lishers as a true story, absolute nonfiction. And when the book
appeared at last in 1846, the author’s preface boldly declared his
tale to be strictly “the unvarnished truth.”!°

Typee is by no means the unvarnished truth, however, but
more a search for answers to the problems raised for Westerners
by the discovery of very different human societies in the East.
Where do we come from! What are we! Where are we going!?
Paul Gauguin asked those three questions as he painted his great
tableau. Melville and his predecessors on Nukuheva, gazing into
humanity’s mirror and considering the images presented by the
exotic, elaborately tattooed, sexually expressive, warring and
cannibalistic Marquesans, were forced to ask much the same
questions — though framed a little differently. If the Marque-
sans represented humanity naked and in a precivilized state of
nature, then the most obvious question they provoked was: Is
humankind naturally evil?

Herman Melville structured Typee as a combination of
adventure narrative, anthropological study, and political argu-
ment. His narrator, Tommo, is a man whose filtered vision
shifts and flickers in the complex, anguished process of living
among beautiful cannibals and trying to figure out what that
exotic experience means. Tommo arrives in the Typee valley
equipped to see things through practical and moralizing eyes,
and his early anxieties about living among the notorious Typees
surely parody the bluff arrogance and paranoid rigidity of earlier
American and European commentators. He quickly rejects that
limited perspective, however, and decides that the real savages
in this world are not innocent South Seas islanders but aggres-
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sive Europeans: “The fiend-like skill we display in the invention
of all manner of death-dealing weapons, the vindictiveness with
which we carry on our wars, and the misery and desolation that
follow in their train, are enough of themselves to distinguish the
white civilized man as the most ferocious animal on the face
of the earth.”!! Melville’s Tommo begins to conclude that natu-
ral man (as typified by the Typees) is innately good and that
therefore civilization, not the human heart, is the source of evil.
Tommo makes the Typees’ valley into a figurative paradise by
punctuating his descriptions with overt references to the bibli-
cal Eden, and by stressing the beauty and physical perfection of
the Typees, their happy innocence, artless simplicity, good-na-
tured laziness, and the physical ease of their life. “The penalty of
the Fall presses very lightly upon the valley of Typee,” Tommo
declares. No one has to garden or plant or hunt. Breadfruit and
banana have always grown wild on the island, and a hungry
appetite is easily satisfied by the casually outstretched hand.

No snakes. No predatory beasts. No mosquitoes. The South
Seas setting of this book is indeed an almost perfect place, close
to the biblical Eden. And Tommo uses that vision to suggest that
the Western colonial powers, as they take over the island with
their bristling gunboats and bible-thumping missionaries, are
violating fundamentally a human peace in nature.

The image is powerful and appealing, but it leaves out a
critical part of Typee life. In fact, as Tommo well knows, the
peace of this Eden is punctuated regularly by intercommunity
warfare. “Occasionally I noticed among the men the scars of
wounds they had received in battle; sometimes, though very
seldom, the loss of a finger, an eye, or an arm, attributable to the
same cause.”

How to portray a violent society as innocent? Tommo’s first
solution resembles Paul Gauguin’s. Typee warfare was always
conducted by the men, and Tommo adroitly focuses his narra-
tive and descriptive powers on the young women. Indeed, the
narrator insists he spent much of his time in the company of
lovely adolescent girls, especially his own heart’s favorite, a
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“beauteous nymph” named Fayaway. It is difficult now to re-
construct the actual truth about Typee when Melville was there.
We do know that the author exaggerated his time spent in the
valley fourfold. We know he overemphasized the ease of life in
the valley by suggesting that no one had to labor when in fact the
islanders, like other Polynesians, cultivated gardens and planted
and tended their food trees. We also know that Melville shaped
the geography of the valley to suit his narrator’s imaginative
needs. He invented, for example, a large lake in which to bathe
and lounge on languid afternoons with his female companions,
and on which, in one of the book’s most memorable tableaux,
the lovely Fayaway stood up in a canoe, spread out her loose robe
to make a sail, and thereby revealed her naked and natural
beauty.

There remained the problem of cannibalism. But only the
Typee men ate human flesh; and they ate only the flesh of ene-
mies killed in battle, which made it less reprehensible. Though
they were cannibals, in other words, they were basically nice
cannibals who, according to Tommo, strictly limited this other-
wise appalling habit and were “in other respects humane and
virtuous.”!2

Paul Gauguin’s vision of the South Seas as a type of idyllic
human past depended upon an absence of men. He painted Tahi-
tian women and girls almost exclusively, presenting in portrait
after portrait the knowing, artful image of a naive, artlessly
sexualized Eve. Herman Melville’s South Seas paradise also in-
cluded a romantic place of the mind where lovely adoles-
cent girls lolled around without many clothes on. But Melville’s
world was more complex, and in the end, the literary artist
turned to his male warriors and cannibals and painted them in
colors increasingly realistic — and threatening. After all his re-
laxed lounging, his playing and chatting and swimming with the
“nymphs,” Tommo, in the book’s final few chapters, becomes
increasingly concerned about who the Typee men really are,
what they are doing — and what they are going to do. Once
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Melville’s Tommo turns to the men, which Gauguin never does,
then the stain of evil starts to appear. First the narrator fears that
the physically powerful warriors — themselves tattooed top to
bottom, face to fingertip — intend to tattoo him. Then he dis-
covers the ghoulish scraps of a cannibal feast, as well as three
shrunken human heads wrapped up and kept in the house where
he stays. This progressive discovery of evil in paradise, the vio-
lence and cannibalism among Typees, amounts to a realistic
dissolution of the romantic vision and explains why, in the end,
Melville’s narrator chose to leave. He left this wonderful para-
dise, exemplified by the sexually free and innocent adolescent
girls, because he was afraid of being beaten and eaten by the
Typee men.

In the book’s final scene, Tommo finds himself chased out of
paradise by spear-throwing men and fleeing to a whaling boat
that has entered Typee Bay to rescue him. Attacked at the last
minute by a tomahawk-wielding Typee warrior, Tommo is com-
pelled to smash him viciously with a boat hook. In short,
Tommo’s own violence mirrors the violence of these South Seas
“savages” as he fights to reenter a Western civilization, which,
for all its manifest crimes and corruptions, will still buy books
about paradise in the South Seas.

If for his readers, the wonderful accounts of lovely, half-
naked adolescent girls remained far more evocative than those
final references to spear-throwing, tattooed warriors, for Mel-
ville himself clearly nature was not peaceful, and natural man
Wwas not a noble savage. It is doubly ironic that Typee remained
for most people a true story, fundamentally an amateur anthro-
pologist’s study of Polynesia, until literary scholar Charles
Robert Anderson demonstrated in his 1939 book, Melville in the
South Seas, that the artist had falsified his chronology and bor-
rowed from the writings of his predecessors.

For Herman Melville paradise was a piece of innocence that
provided the perfect foil for his angry attacks against over-
dressed missionaries and scavenging colonialists. But the young
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American writer was not fooled by the romantic abstraction of
paradise with which he seduced his readers.

Preceding Herman Melville’s Acushnet by little more than five
years, a ten-gun brig of the British navy converted into a scien-
tific survey ship, the HMS Beagle, rounded the horn of South
America, moved in fits and starts up the coast as far north as
Peru, and turned to wind slowly through the Galdpagos Archi-
pelago before catching the trades out into the deep South Paci-
fic — past the Marquesas and bound for a ten-day layover in
Tahiti. From there, the Beagle cut a wake into the Far East,
across the Indian Ocean, around the African Cape, at long last
dropping anchor in the English port of Falmouth on October 2,
1836, and disgorging, among many other homesick passengers,
three live giant tortoises from the Galdpagos Islands and one
Charles Darwin.

“Tahiti is a most charming spot,” the young Darwin wrote
his friend and former teacher at Cambridge, the Reverend John
Stevens Henslow. “Everything which former Navigators have
written is true. . . . Delicious scenery, climate, manners of the
people, are all in harmony.”!* Harmonious, indeed, but Darwin
never imagined the island to be a paradise. However, Darwin'’s
journey to the South Seas was indirectly responsible for others
seeing a version of paradise in those islands because his Origin
of Species would raise new questions about human potential
and the possibility of social change. The challenges raised
by Darwin’s work meant that culturally isolated human com-
munities, including those living on islands in the South Seas,
would be revisited in the next century by anthropologists prob-
ing for newly sophisticated answers to Gauguin’s questions.
Among them, and the most influential of all, was anthropology’s
equivalent to Gauguin and Melville, a brilliant scientist whose
conclusions suffered from being tailored to suit her preconcep-
tions: Margaret Mead.

Darwin’s Origin of Species, published in 1859, convinced
most readers that the intricate workings of heritable biological
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processes were far more important to human existence, even to
human culture, than previously thought. Exactly how biology
and culture were related then became a vital question. In Eng-
land, Darwin’s cousin Francis Galton read Origin and decided
with a burst of enthusiasm that “a great power was at hand
wherewith man could transform his nature and destiny.”!* By
1874 Galton had plucked a Shakespearean phrase (from The
Tempest) that turned the question of where we come from into a
stark debate: Nature versus Nurture. And he, of course, sup-
ported nature.

The phrase was catchy, but a gross oversimplification. The
reality is that all living organisms are influenced both by their
genetic inheritance and by the environment they live in. It is
true that in comparisons between two individuals we can often
observe the influences of genetic or environmental differences.
But only in comparisons can we do so, and even then only by the
special trick of keeping either genes or environment constant.
Both genes and environment influence hair color, hat size, and
how we behave. Unrelated people with equally good nutrition,
the same exposure to sun, and even the same hair dye can have
differently colored hair. So genes — that is, nature — affects the
traits. On the other hand, identical twin sisters can have differ-
ently colored hair because of variances in their nutrition, or
unequal amounts of time spent in sunshine, or different choices
of hair dye. So this second set of comparisons shows the im-
portance of environment — nurture. Hair color is influenced by
both nature and nurture, in other words. Those who look for the
importance of genes would hold the environment constant and
examine the results of a comparison. Those who want to find
the influence of nurture, by contrast, would try to find a case
where genes seem constant, and then look for differences im-
posed by experience. Each side can claim its victories, but to
contrast those two forces in isolation from each other is absurd.
So Galton’s dilemma, nature or nurture, was a false one, an
intellectual red herring. But it came to have such historical im-
portance we feel it deserves a name of its own: Galton’s Error.
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Francis Galton felt he knew the answer to Gauguin’s second
question, What are we! We are creatures, he thought, directly
arisen from nature, products dropped off the conveyor belt of a
large Darwinian factory, the intellectual and moral consequence
of nature, not nurture. This belief in a simplistic biological de-
terminism he adopted early, and by 1883, after completing an
extended study of twins, Galton insisted that he had achieved
proof of “the vastly preponderating effects of nature over nur-
ture.” The publication in 1900 of Gregor Mendel’s astonishing
experiments with sweet peas showed how simple physical fea-
tures of sweet peas could be genetically transmitted from one
generation to another. Galton and his followers had little doubt
that the more complex features of human behavior would
sooner or later be shown to follow the same fundamental pat-
tern, and by 1901 Darwin’s cousin had initiated a grand crusade,
a movement, he said, “like a missionary society with its mis-
sionaries” proceeding with “an enthusiasm to improve the
race.” The race he referred to was the human one, and Galton’s
plan for improving it — which he called eugenics — would fol-
low the principles used in breeding domestic animals, that is,
manipulating the reproduction of individuals to alter a group’s
gene pool.

Galton’s views held alarming social implications, and it
wasn’t long before they were challenged. While Paul Gauguin
painted away in Tahiti, while Gregor Mendel’s experiments on
sweet peas in an Austrian monastery were being resurrected,
while Francis Galton prepared to establish his eugenics move-
ment in Britain, in New York City a man who had read Kant
sitting half-starved inside an igloo in the howling Arctic was
granted tenure as a full professor of anthropology at Columbia
University.

In 1900, with his first major lecture at Columbia, Professor
Franz Boas began his lifelong campaign to challenge Galton s
style of extreme biological determinism. Boas correctly per-
ceived the danger that biological determinism could turn vi-
ciously racist; he correctly regarded culture as far more dynamic
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and powerful than the strict Darwinians of his time would have
it; and Boas proclaimed his vision that anthropology should ap-
ply itself most forcefully to examining the mysteries of culture
and its impact on human behavior. Pressed by the increasingly
radical assertions from biological determinists of that period,
by the 1920s he had declared himself actively searching for a
way to distinguish experimentally between the biological and
social origins of human behavior: to separate nature from nur-
ture, claiming a “fundamental need,” as he wrote in the Ameri-
can Mercury in 1924, for some “scientific and detailed investi-
gation of hereditary and environmental conditions.”'s

One of his most eager and promising students at Columbia,
Margaret Mead, was just then ready to begin her doctoral dis-
sertation, and Boas decided Mead’s dissertation ought to focus
on adolescence. A demonstration, he felt, that coming of age
was in one culture not stressful would indicate that adolescence
as an emotional and behavioral entity was far more a product

of nurture than of nature. A negative instance would destroy

the claim of universality and sway the nature-nurture debate
back toward nurture. “Are the disturbances which vex our ado-
lescents,” Mead asked rhetorically, referring to American and
European teenagers, “due to the nature of adolescence itself or
to the civilisation?”16

To answer that question, Mead followed Melville and Gau-
guin to the South Pacific. On August 31, 1925, at the age of
twenty-three, the young American walked down the gangplank
of a Matson cruise ship into the exotic port of Pago Pago, on the
island of Tutuila in American Samoa. Her findings from this
expedition would capture the imagination of the Western world
‘and galvanize a movement toward cultural relativism. Yet she

- Wwas later proven extraordinarily wrong in many of her claims
1 about Samoan life.

Samoa is an archipelago of volcanically formed South Seas
islands, nine of them inhabited by a single cultural group who

- call themselves Samoans and speak the Samoan language.
- Politically, the islands are currently divided between Western
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Samoa (four islands, independent since 1962) and American Sa-
moa. Mead would regularly emphasize the remoteness and cul-
tural primitiveness of the islands. But when she arrived in Pago
Pago, she entered a Polynesian society that had been Christian-
ized by Protestant missionaries some eighty years before and
had been a legal territory of the United States for more than
twenty years. Her disembarkation was accompanied by the
sounds of the United States navy band and the sights of several
American battleships and airplanes; she carried a letter of intro-
duction to the Surgeon General of the American navy and soon
enough was given the honor of dining with the admiral of the
Pacific fleet.'”

Mead was later to recall that “through the nine months” she
spent in Samoa, she “gathered many detailed facts” about “all
the girls of three little villages” on the remote island of Ta'u.
“Speaking their language, eating their food, sitting barefoot and
cross-legged upon the pebbly floor, I did my best to minimise the
differences between us.”!®

Her readers could easily imagine that she spent nine months,
day and night, living in primitive conditions directly with her
subjects — but that would be an exaggeration almost as extreme
as Herman Melville’s claim to have spent four months among
the Typees. Margaret Mead actually spent around six months on
the island of Ta’u, with approximately three of them devoted to
interviewing the girls. Since she arrived in Samoa completely
unfamiliar with the Samoan language, she found it necessary
to stay in her hotel room in Pago Pago on the main island of
Tutuila for at least six weeks while a language teacher came
once a day for an hour’s lesson.!* Those brief lessons were inade-
quate, and, as a further attempt to learn the language, for ten
days Mead tried living in a Samoan household not far from Pago
Pago. By late October, though, she had decided to leave Tutuila
altogether and begin her field work on the more remote Ta’u; on
November 9, she was given a lift to that island on a U.S. navy

minesweeper. Mead’s ten days in a Samoan household on Tu-
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tuila had been time enough to convince her that she preferred to
live in the Western style. She was very reluctant to stay with
Samoans, so she wrote home to Boas, because she feared a “loss
of efficiency due to the food and the nervewracking conditions
of living with half a dozen people in the same room in a house
without walls, always sitting on the floor and sleeping in the
constant expectation of having a pig or chicken thrust itself
upon one’s notice.” The only non-Samoan household on Ta'u
was located in the U.S. naval pharmaceutical dispensary, where
the navy pharmacist, Edward Holt, and his wife and children
lived. Mead chose to live with the Holts, who gave her a private
room and permission to use a small house in front of the dispen-
sary for conducting her interviews and tests.

She began her research. From three villages on the island,
Mead studied in detail fifty girls and young women, including
twenty-five who had not begun menstruation and twenty-five
who had. The twenty-five adolescents, between fourteen and
twenty years old, were her central study group. Her interviews
and tests proceeded from mid-November to early March — with
significant interruptions caused by a devastating hurricane in
January; the arrival of a European shell-collecting expedition in
mid-February; and the resumption of mission schooling in late
February.

Mead was later to make many sweeping claims about Sa-
moan culture in general, based largely on an expertise acquired
during her single nine-month stay — arguing that although no
one could be expected to become an expert on complicated
European societies in such a short time, Samoan culture was in
fact very simple, and “a trained student can master the funda-
mental structure of a primitive society in a few months.”?° That
assertion seems, from a modern perspective, presumptuous. It
becomes more so when we realize that during Mead’s sojourn on
Ta'u, all political, economic, religious, and ceremonial decisions
were made by councils of men only. She was thus excluded from
observing at firsthand many significant aspects of Samoan cul-
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tural life. She was forced to rely almost entirely on her adoles-
cent girls for most of her direct information about the wider
culture.

Mead left Ta’u in May of 1926 and began her long voyage
home. She returned to New York, won a position as assistant
curator at the American Museum of Natural History, and within
a year, by the spring of 1927, had virtually completed the type-
script for her book, Coming of Age in Samoa: A Psychological
Study of Primitive Youth for Western Civilisation.

Coming of Age, which appeared in 1928, argued a fundamen-
tally simple thesis: Nurture far more than nature wrote the hu-
man script. Societies could choose to construct extraordinarily
different sets and sequences of behaviors for people to act out
almost as freely as individuals can choose the clothes they wear.
The proof of this thesis was that Mead had investigated adoles-
cence in the South Seas and found it to be amazingly different
from adolescence in the West. While coming of age in the West
was a time of “stress and strain,”?! in Samoa the same develop-
mental phase was for a girl “the best period of her life.” Thus,
American-style adolescence was not a universal and inevitable
consequence of biologically driven feelings, passions, and be-
haviors, but rather an unnecessarily painful production of a
sexually repressive Western culture.

Growing up in Samoa was “so easy, sO simple a matter,”
Mead wrote in Coming of Age, partly because of the “general
casualness of the whole society,”?? but mostly because sex was
regarded as “a natural, pleasurable thing.” In such a relaxed cul-
ture, uncorrupted by the repressive influences of Western Prot-
estantism, there was “no room for guilt.” Just as Samoan chil-
dren were raised in a warm but emotionally undemanding and
fundamentally permissive style, so the pubescent girl found no
restrictions on her inclinations to pursue a broad variety of sex-
ual partners. Adolescence was a wonderful period of free and
open sexuality, a time of delightful, lighthearted promiscuity.

Given how successfully the Samoan culture had constructed

its sexual attitudes and behaviors, moreover, most psycholo- '
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gical problems, typical of the “maladjustment which our civil-
isation has produced,”? simply vanished. Jealousy was rarely
aroused, for instance. Samoans rarely developed neuroses or
marital problems or Oedipus or Electra complexes. As a matter
of fact, no Samoan woman was ever frigid and no Samoan man
ever became impotent from psychological causes. And, with no
particular reason to be unhappy, there was, Mead eventually
concluded, virtually no suicide.

In this apparent paradise, the anthropologist continued to
inform her readers, the culture had chosen such a satisfactory
attitude toward sexuality that rape just about disappeared; ado-
lescent boys were too busy making sure the voracious girls were
sexually contented. In Coming of Age, Mead was actually some-
what circumspect on the issue, acknowledging that “rape, in the
form of violent assault,” did occur “occasionally” in Samoa —
but it was surely the fault of “contact with white civilization.”?*
In some of her other writings on the subject, Mead became more
certain, asserting at one point that “the idea of forceful rape or of
any sexual act to which both participants do not give them-
selves freely is completely foreign to the Samoan mind.” Of
course there was, as she candidly admitted in Coming of Age, a
“peculiar abuse” perpetrated by the moetotolo, or sleep crawler.
The sleep crawler was a boy or man who would sneak into an
adolescent girl’s bed when she was expecting her lover in order
to trick the girl into having sex with him, to “stealthily” appro-
priate “favours which are meant for another.” In the West, such
an act might be regarded as simply one form of rape, but in
Samoa, so Mead declared, a sleep crawler merely “complicates
and adds zest to the surreptitious love-making.” Catching one of
these sneaky fellows in the act was “great sport.”

Not only had the culture simply eliminated adolescent
angst, parental repression, all neuroses, most jealousy, all frigid-
ity and impotence, and most rape, it had also done away with
violence: “No implacable gods, swift to anger and strong to pun-
ish, disturb the even tenor of their days.”?* What warfare there
was in Samoa, she wrote elsewhere, had been stylized, merely a
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consequence of village squabbles and therefore killing only one
or two unlucky people at a time. In fact, Samoans would “never
hate enough to want to kill anyone.” They are among the “most
amiable, least contentious, and most peaceful peoples in the
world.”

Coming of Age became almost immediately a huge popular
success. Many readers, no doubt, were stimulated by Mead'’s
imaginative and mildly titillating word pictures of a free-loving
South Seas paradise (or by the bare-breasted beauty and her lover
rushing across a beach under a full moon, as featured on the
original dust jacket illustration).?¢ But Franz Boas and his associ-
ates and colleagues, students and former students, endeavored
to tilt the reception of the book to more elevated levels. A fore-
word by Boas declared the study to be a “painstaking investiga-
tion” confirming “the suspicion long held by anthropologists,
that much of what we ascribe to human nature is no more than
a reaction to the restraints put upon us by our civilisation.”?’

Mead herself never returned to Samoa and never altered the
text of Coming of Age. In a 1961 introduction to the book, she
compared her portrait of adolescent girls in the South Seas to the
eternal lovers who stand forever as perfect art on the glazed
surface of Keats’s Grecian urn. Her painting of the Samoan para-
dise would, she declared, “stand forever true because no truer
picture could be made of that which is gone.”2?

But any number of European explorers, traders, adventurers,
missionaries, and government officials had been coming to the
islands since 1722. Their written reports regularly contradicted
Mead’s, as did the observations of several social scientists who
came to parts of Samoa subsequently.?? An Australian anthro-
pologist named Derek Freeman, who began his own field work
in the archipelago fifteen years after Mead, and who between
1940 and 1981 spent a total of six years living intimately among
Samoans, finally published in 1983 the first full analysis and
critique of Mead’s work, Margaret Mead and Samoa: The Mak-

ing and Unmaking of an Anthropological Myth. Freeman'’s anal- A

ysis has been characterized, correctly, as a “frontal attack.”®
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Indeed, the tone of this book is ultimately unforgiving and stri-
dently polemical;*' and it suffers from an overly simplistic
analysis of the intellectual context of Mead’s work. It oversim-
plifies Boas’s stance as an anthropologist, for example, and it
appears to exaggerate Mead’s influence on the thinking and
methodology of subsequent cultural anthropologists.32 But Free-
man’s more particular assertion, that Mead greatly overgeneral-
ized from a limited set of data, looks correct.
~ As Freeman reminds us, Margaret Mead did not actually
study adolescence in the United States, nor did she review what
was known scientifically about adolescence in the West, and so
her comparison of the two cultures is weakened by the fact that
she provides data for only one. Though Mead never actually
studied boys in Samoa, she nonetheless began generalizing, by
the 1930s, about the nature of adolescence for them as well. In
addition, her study group was far from ideal. Her twenty-five
adolescent girls included three who were, according to Mead'’s
own assessment, “deviants” in the sense that they “rejected the
traditional choices.”3 In addition to those three, another three
were by Mead’s description “delinquent.” But the fact that six of
her group of twenty-five were maladjusted was essentially for-
gotten.

Adolescence was for both sexes the “age of maximum ease”
in Samoa, so Mead wrote in 1937. But in fact, so Freeman points

~out, police records show the delinquency rates for adolescents in
- Samoa to be consonant with those of other countries; and the
- ratio of male to female first offenders in Western Samoa paral-
lels the typical ratio for Western countries: five to one.?*

‘ As for the remarkably carefree promiscuity of Samoan girls,
Mead’s own account indicated that fourteen of the twenty-five
pubescent girls in her sample — distinctly over half — were vir-

8ins.* Indeed, the Samoan people are distinguished from some
C ther South Pacific island cultures by having a traditional obses-
llon with virginity, as expressed particularly in the institution
- of the taupou, or ceremonial virgin. Virgins were and are highly

Valued in Samoa, and thus, reports Freeman, the activities of
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an adolescent girl are carefully observed by her brothers, who,
should they find her in the company of a potential lover, are
likely to berate her, possibly beat her, and assault the boy.

Mead described jealousy as a rare emotion in Samoa, and
adultery often not the source of much “fuss.” In fact, several
historical accounts of Samoa describe jealousy as a frequent and
severe emotion and note that the ordinary punishment for adul-
tery was death. The deceived husband was free, by Samoan tra-
dition, to seek revenge on any member of the guilty male’s fam-
ily, while the adulterous wife would likely be punished by the
severance of a nose or ear, or the breaking of bones.*

Mead insisted that the occasionally occurring violent rape
in Samoa was the result of contact with Western civilization,
and she distinguished between forcible rape and the traditional
sleep crawling. In fact, both styles of rape were and are common
in Samoa. Historical accounts as far back as 1845 describe in-
stances of forcible rape; the first court records for American
Samoa, starting in 1900, frequently detail rapes. In the 1920s,
when Mead visited the islands, the Samoa Times regularly re-
ported rape cases; and jail statistics from the period indicate that
rape was the third most common crime on the islands. In the
19508, government statistics reported rape to be the fifth most
common crime. Many forcible rapes in Samoa were adjudicated
within the local community, but the cases officially recorded by
Samoan police during the late 1960s suggest a rate twice that of
the United States and twenty times that of England for the same
period.

Mead’s generalizations about the peacefulness of Samoan
society — no war gods, no wars, little serious contention or
hatred or violence, and so on — are all, according to a wealth
of historical, anthropological, and contemporary information,
wrong.?’ Half of the seventy-some main gods in pre-Christian
Samoa were war gods. By all accounts, wars in pre-Christian Sa-
moa were common and very bloody. John Williams, a mission-
ary and explorer who visited the islands during the 1830s, ob-

served an eight-month-long war between two regions of Samoa
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and described regular battles between hundreds of participants.
The victors in this war tore out the hearts of some of their cap-
tured enemies; four hundred other captives, including women
and children, were burned alive. Williams arrived on the island
of Ta’'u — where Mead did her study — in 1832 and learned that
a major war between Ta’u and the neighboring island Olosega
had taken place four months earlier, during which thirty-five
men from Ta’u, more than a tenth of the total number of adult
men on the island, lost their lives. Indeed, warfare between Ta’u
and Olosega was so persistent that a sporadic series of raids and
retaliations continued even past the time of Mead'’s visit.

Though Mead declared the Samoans to be among the “most
amiable, least contentious, and most peaceful” of peoples, po-
lice records for 1964 to 1966 tell us that Western Samoa had five
times the rate of common assault as occurred in the United
States during the same period. Police records also indicate Sa-
moan rates of serious assault (assault causing physical injury) to
be more than half again the U.S. rate for the same period, almost
five times the Australian rate, and eight and a half times the
New Zealand rate. Though Mead insisted that Samoans “never
hate enough to want to kill anyone,” police records and other
reliable sources sketch a completely different picture. Western
Samoa’s murder rate for 1977 was almost half again as high as
the U.S. rate during a comparable period, while American Sa-
moa’s murder rate was about five and a half times that of the
United States.

Margaret Mead was a bold pioneer and a gifted writer with
a special talent for bringing academic insights into the public
arena. The fundamental lessons of her early work in Samoa —
that Western ideas of human possibility were limited, that
Western sexuality was too inhibited, that child rearing in the
West was rigid and overly authoritarian — were welcomed and
taken to heart by the culture at large. A mother herself, Mead
adopted breast-feeding on demand after observing the practice
during field work in New Guinea; and so she was able to per-
suade her pediatrician, Dr. Benjamin Spock, that on-demand



106 /| DEMONIC MALES

feedings would produce happier, healthier children. That mes-
sage, too, was thoroughly passed on.

Coming of Age in Samoa became a classic, an essential text
for introductory courses in the social sciences, the most widely
read piece of anthropology in history, and it made its author
famous beyond what anyone could have predicted. She spent her
life promoting it and the ideas it represented, simultaneously
witnessing and encouraging her own apotheosis. Ultimately,
she grew into “a symbol of all anthropology,” and found her-
self transmogrified (according to Time magazine in 1969) into
“Mother to the World.” For Mead herself, paradise was Samoa.
While Samoa, in turn, became for the general public pristine evi-
dence that culture alone — nurture without nature — scribes
its mysterious markings on the blank slate of human character.3
The shortcomings of Mead’s Samoan research are no more re-
markable than those of any number of dissertation projects past
and present; but its astonishing success and its unwitting trans-
formation of a pastoral fantasy into ultimate proof for an ex-
treme position of cultural determinism helped perpetuate for
another half century the misleading separation of nurture from
nature first suggested by Francis Galton in 1874.

Cultural determinism, as the counter to Galton’s biological de-
terminism, leads us to hope and to move practically in a difficult
world; but it can also bring us to oversimplify necessarily com-
plex problems and to avoid examining hard realities. It can lead
to denial, and the regressive creation of a mythical Arcadia, a
golden age, a paradise in the remote tropics, or a perfect time
and place somewhere else where most human problems are
solved by easy choice and a few basic, often tax-free decisions.
As Newt Gingrich, current speaker of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, expresses the concept: “We had long periods in
American history where people didn’t get raped, people didn't
get murdered, people weren’t mugged routinely.” Such crimes,
the speaker concludes, are therefore entirely “social artifacts of
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bad policy.”? Well, not entirely. Even with good policy they are
hard to eliminate. We would be foolish to think otherwise.

And what of the real Arcadia in ancient Greece? “Et in Ar-
cadia ego” — I too am in Arcadia — reads the inscription on an
anonymous tomb, a sentiment that inspired paintings of heaven
by Poussin. Its mountains and fertile valleys had been an inspi-
ration, but in real life Arcadia could not remain the haven from
foreign dominance that it was in 1100 B.C. By 500 B.C. Arcadia
had joined a military alliance with Sparta in the Peloponnesian
League, so that even that vision of paradise fell to the reality of
violence. “Et in Arcadia ego”? Yes, we are all in Arcadia, but
Arcadia is not paradise. It is a place where wars and other evils
continue to threaten and occasionally to happen. There is no
such thing as paradise, not in the South Seas, not in southern
Greece, not anywhere. There never has been. To find a better
world we must look not to a romanticized and dishonest dream
forever receding into the primitive past, but to a future that rests
on a proper understanding of ourselves.
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able that several died from intercommunity violence. This includeg
both Kahama males (Willy-Wally and Hugh, who disappeared dur-
ing the period when other Kahama males were attacked) and
Kasekela males (Sherry, Faben, Figan, and Humphrey, who disap-
peared during the period 1975-1982, when Kalande males were raid-
ing into the Kasekela range). The estimate of mortality from aggres-
sion therefore ranges from 5 out of 21 (23.8 percent) to 11 out of 21
(52.4 percent).

Morgan (1852; 1979).

Turney-High (1949; 1991): 112.

Turney-High (1949; 1991): 23.

Turney-High (1949; 1991): 112.

See Manson and Wrangham (1991), note 3; also Ember (1978); and
Otterbein (1970).
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Quote from Robarchek and Robarchek (1992): 197. Our entire ac-

count of the Waorani is based on this article.
Robarchek and Robarchek (1992): 205.
Otterbein (1970): 20, 21.

Robarchek and Robarchek (1992): 192.
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- See Marx (1964), especially Chapter 2 (34-72).
. Gauguin’s letter to his agent will be found in Guérin (1974; 1978):
159, 160. The painter had just asked his three questions in the con-

text of a written attack on Catholicism, finally published as “The
Catholic Church and Modern Times.” See Guérin (1974; 1978): 161~
1735
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. Further information on Gauguin and the painting comes from

Cachin (1989; 1992).

. The quoted comments from Noa Noa are in Guérin (1974; 1978): 83,

84, and 8o.

. Gauguin’s reference to life in the Marquesas is from “Scattered

Notes” in Guérin (1974, 1978): 274.

. For background on the success of Typee and problems with publish-

ers and potential publishers, see the Introduction by George Wood-
cock to Melville (1846; 1972).

. Walter T. Herbert, Jr. (1980) has provided the best and most com-

plete analysis of the the Marquesans and their place in Melville’s
imagination. We have relied on Herbert’s scholarship throughout
this section, starting with the cultural and historical background
briefly surveyed here and moving on to the theory that Porter, Ste-
wart, and Melville were examining the Marquesans through the
cultural filters of Enlightenment rationalism, Calvinism, and Ro-
manticism.

. Reverend Stewart as quoted by Herbert (1980): 63.
. Records show Melville deserted ship on July 9 and took passage on

another ship on August 9. Allowing for travel time into Typee valley
from Nukuheva harbor would take a few days, up to a week.

The quotation from Melville’s Preface: Melville (1846; 1972): 34.
Who are the real savages? Tommo’s diatribe on this matter ap-
pears in Melville (1846; 1972): 180. Biblical paradise: 265. Happy in-
nocence, artless simplicity, and good-natured laziness are suggested
on pages 211, 253, 236. Lack of predatory beasts or mosquitoes men-
tioned on pages 286, 285. The quoted remark about battle wounds
is from page 247. Material on the “nymphs” and Fayaway will be
found on pages 188-192, 133-136, and elsewhere.

Tommo’s defense of cannibalism is from Melville (1846; 1972): 278.
Tommo’s desperate assault on the Typee warrior will be found on
page 332.

As quoted in Bowlby (1990): 170.

We rely on Derek Freeman’s Margaret Mead and Samoa (1983) as
well as Adam Kuper’s The Chosen Primate (1994) for some of the
background discussion of the nature-nurture debate; the subsequent
critique of Mead’s work in Samoa is based on Freeman’s research
and tempered by reference to Kuper’s discussion. The three Galton
quotations are from Freeman (1983): 7, 10, 15.
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Boas's statement of a “fundamental need” in Boas (1924): 164. Bo
may have already imagined that adolescence would provide an jg
focus for such an investigation. Before he came to Columbia,
anthropologist had taught for a time at Clark University in

chusetts until he resigned after a bitter argument with its found
G. Stanley Hall. In an ambitious 1907 book, Adolescence: Its Psy
chology and Its Relations to Physiology, Anthropology, Sociolog,

Sex, Crime, Religion and Education, Hall had promoted the theon

that the stages of any person’s life recapitulate the stages of humar
culture: from infantile savagery to civilized maturity. The universa
agony and ecstasy of adolescence, then, was equivalent to a predict

able moment of transition in the march of cultural progress, “s
gestive of some ancient period of storm and stress when old moor

ings were broken and a higher level attained.” Hall’s claim offerec

a way to probe the nature-nurture problem. The presumption ¢
a universal human adolescence, a time of inevitable “storm an
stress” produced by glandular secretions or some comparable bi
logical machinery, had to be challenged. See Kuper (1994): 180-18;
Mead's rhetorical question is from Mead (1928a): 11.
The details of her entry into Samoa and the cultural context thes
are based on Freeman (1982): 65 ff. '
Mead'’s quoted insistence on close contact with her subjects:
(1928a): 10.
Her difficulties with learning the language are summarized in Fre
man (1982): 65. In Letters from the Field, 1925-1975 (I977l‘
Mead describes her fears about living with Samoans. F
Mead mentions the ease of mastering “the fundamental structure
a primitive society” in Mead (1928a): 8. i
Summary comparisons of Western and Samoan adolescer
from Mead (1928a): 234 and 38. 3
Comments about the ease of Samoan life and its sexual fi
Mead (1928a): 198, 201. “No room for guilt”: Mead (1940): ¢
Remarkable elimination of many psychological problem
tioned in Mead (1928a): 243, 206, 106, 213, 206, 207, 215, 333
“practically no suicide”: in Mead (1928b): 487.
Her comments on rape are from Mead (1928a): 93; and Mead (1
487. Her remarks on sleep crawling: Mead (1928a): 93 ff. '
Lack of violence in general: Mead (1928a): 198, 199. And a:
in Freeman (1983): 9o.
See Stocking (1989): 246.
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_ Boas’s foreword: Mead (1928a): xv.

_ Her 1961 remarks are quoted by Freeman (1983): 106.

_ See, for example, Levy (1983): 829. See Stocking (1989): 253, 254.

_ Stocking (1989): 257. See Stocking for a balanced view of the contro-
versy generated by Freeman’s attack.

. Kuper (1994): 193.
. Levy (1983). Another complaint against Freeman: having come to

Samoa fourteen years after Mead, he failed to account for important
historical and cultural changes that could have taken place during
that time and so “seems unaware” of the significance of “historic-
ity” (Leacock, 1993: 351). This criticism is not so convincing. The
fact is that Freeman remains an authoritative source whose own
portrait of the islands reasonably considers and tries to accommo-
date the vexing issue of historical change.

. Mead’s comments on her “deviants” and “delinquents” are from

Mead (1928a): 169, 172. Freeman’s assessments are from Freeman
(1983): 93 and 258.

Data on ratio of male to female first offenders: Freeman (1983): 258,
259.

5. Virgins: Mead (1928a): 151. Of the twenty-five, eleven had had at

least one heterosexual experience. Although ceremonial virgins

- were chosen from aristocratic families and given special status, vir-
- ginity at marriage was through the taupou culturally idealized for

Samoans of every rank, according to Freeman (1983): 227.

. Information on Samoan adultery, suicides, rape, and surreptitious
- rape are provided by Freeman (1983): 104, 220-222, 243-249.

On war and its traditions in Samoa, see Freeman (1983): 157-173.
ssault and murder rates are mentioned by Freeman on page 164.
Mead'’s apotheosis is described in much greater detail by Freeman
(1983): 106, 107.

“Gingrich” (1995).

6. A QUESTION OF TEMPERAMENT

omey women warriors are mentioned in Harris (1989): 285. For
1€ best consideration of the Dahomey Amazons, see Law (1993).

: quoted in Law (1993): 252.

aW (1993): 258.

ssion of the formalized male monopoly on warfare is largely
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I13. KAKAMA’'S DOLL

. Hayes (1951): 80-85.

. It is possible, though difficult, to infer mental processes. Hi

tions must be designed.

. “Brain size” here implies “relative to body size.” The relationsh
between brain and body size is complicated, so that it is still un
to what extent the fossil record supports the notion of a s
increase in relative brain size. On the whole, most animal speci;
appear to keep the same relative brain size for long periods. §

Deacon (1990).
. Savage-Rumbaugh and Lewin (1994).
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