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» Recap

» Colonialism and the British Empire
Lecture 3

OUﬂIﬂe » The British Empire and British Exceptionalism

» Exceptionalism and Covid 19.




Recals

» Liberty




Political Principles in the UK .

» AV DICEY- Principles of UK Constitution

Parliaomentary Sovereignty: ‘Pariament may by statute make or unmake any |
including a law that is violative of international law or that alters a principle of the
common law. And the courts are obliged to uphold and enforce it'-AV DICEY

dea that the Government takes its authority from the peopl
e are in fact Supreme

on is equal under the law and subject to the same




THE BRITISH EMPIRE

» ‘The Sun Never Sets on the British Empire’. At its peak between
1920, the British Empire covered more than 1/3 of the world.

ewel in the Crown'. Conquered by the Ea
\g off Indian Rulers against each other, an

vaded India, India held 20% of the worlds wealth
uation was reversed by the mid 1850’s.

s due fo taxation.




JUSTICE AND EQUALITY IN TH.
BRITISH EMPIRE

» ‘World Cut in Two based on race’
'‘Borgtefris-the Police Station and the Barracks'- Frantz Fanon

ocracy, and Universal Rights excluded th
Hierarchy.
rirayed as savage, barbaric, in need of

factor.

ocke, explicitly referred to People of Colour as




The ‘Real’ British Empiree ‘A’r.s

N India’

» Amritsar Massacre

» Heavy machine guns fired into crowd of unarmed Indians, kiling over 300 and wounding over 10

3Q ordered the attack, greeted as a hero by many and huge sums of money w

he man who Saved India’.

Troops, leading to 2-3 million Indian deaths

+ a beastly people with a beastly religion.’ The famine was ‘Their own fa

‘Forced Labour’ camps. Regularly tortured into confession.

eening Camps now present a state of affairs so deplorable that they should be investigated
ng allegations of inhumanity and disregard of the rights of the African citizen are dealt with and so
son to be ashamed of the acts which are done in its own name by its own servants




THE WHITEWASH: EMPIRE IN .
CONTEMPORARY BRITISH CULTURE

Presentation of British Empire as ‘Benevolent’ in Film and Litera

>

British Period Dramas portray the Empire as Benevolent, Comfortable, and Romantic, contrary to reality.

ags’ glorify British Empire.
ental/fight

WVe must find new lands from which we can easily obtain raw materials and at the same time
ilable from the natives of the colonies’

Atue Recently ‘torn down’ by BLM protestors in Bristol, United Kingdom




BRITISH EMPIRE AND BRITISH .
EXCEPTIONALISM

» You Gov Poll: 44% of Brits approved of the Empire- against
who said it was a bad thing.

those who were colonised were ‘Better
{han any other country in Europe.

d the sense of exceptionalism remain key to
ciety.




Island Nation: World War 1 ©
World War 2

» British Victories in World War 1 and 2 enhanced idea of Britis
Exceptionalism

and One World Cup!’

ostalgia (13 Films on Churchill Alone)

ter, glorious, exceptional’ past- A rural, white
py White Men.




Nostalgia in British Popular
Literatfure.

» Much of Contemporary, Popular British Literature Harkens back to this glorified past.

| should die, think only this of me:
acr of a foreign field

jet me to England once again again!

hg its collective imagination, and thus a feeling of lost greatness, a yearning for an imperial past’

ared only among the few; even in Victorian and early Edwardian times, the
J poor




Boris Johnson, Brifish
exceptionalism, and Covid

Johnson/Brexit elected through the ideal of British Exceptionalism
Nostalgia, and ‘Wartime Rhetoric’, in the main by those aged 60

ty Substance, Science, and Fact.

spectacles and leap into the phone booth and emerge with its cloak flowin
ade”.

sed on the idea of Britain as a country ‘Separate
ope: ‘Keep Calm and Carry On’.




UNDER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES IS VIOLENC
OPPRESSION JUSTIFIED®

TO WHAT EXTENT IS VIOLENCE JUSTIFIED AGAINST COLONIALIS

OPLE OBLIGED TO TRY NON-VIOLENT MEA
SORTING TO VIOLENCE

EFIT FROM COLONIALISM CULPABLE FOR THE
NDERTAKEN IN THEIR NAME AND FOR THEIR




