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Introduction into Screenwriting Studies




Manuals m Manuals

m Before Hollywood (1910s)

m After the Studio System (since
1970s)
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Semantic fields,

dualism
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The Structure
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Text
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Viadimir Propp

m Morphology of the Folktale



Propp: Characters

Hero
Princess
Villain
Dispatcher
Helper

Donor

False hero



Propp: 31 Functions

m Story structure: specific combination of functions
m Rules of the genre

m Adaptable to classical film?



Tzetan Todorov


https://www
http://voutube.com/watch

1) Astate of
equilibrium — (all
is as it should be)

2) A disruption of
that order - (by

an event)
5) A return or restoration

of a new equilibrium

3] A recognition
4) An attempt to repair that the disorder
the damage — (of has occurred
the disruption)

Todorov argues that narrative involves a fransformation. The characters
or the situations are transformed through the progress of the disruption.

Todorov:
Equilibrium



Syd Field”™

ocreenplay

The Foundations of
Screenwriting

A Step-by-Step Guide fram Concept to Finished Seript
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Syd Field

m 1935 - 2013
m USC
m Screenplay 1979
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Three-Act Structure

The Syd Field “Paradigm”
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Joseph Campbell &
Christopher Vogler:
Hero's Journey
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Rick Altman: Theory of Narration

m Single Focus
m Dual Focus
m Multiple Focus



