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RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

• Main: How was cross-dressing treated in Liang Shanbo and 

Zhu Yingtai story adaptations in China from second half of 

20th century?  

 

• Secondary: What is the connection between popularity of 

Liang Shanbo and Zhu Yingtai story in modern China and 

the phenomenon of cross-dressing in the story?  

 



PRIMARY SOURCES 

• Butterfly lovers: a tale of Chinese Romeo and Juliet, 2000  

• Liang Shanbo yu Zhu Yingtai 梁山伯与祝英台, 1954 

 

• Liang Shanbo yu Zhu Yingtai 梁山伯与祝英台, 2004 

• The Lovers 梁祝, 1994  

• The Love Eterne, 1963 

 



SECONDARY SOURCES 

• Literary and movie adaptations 

• Theatrical adaptations 

 - multiple layers of cross-dressing 



• The Love Eterne, 1963 

 - primary source 

 - secondary source, analysed by Zheng (2012) and 

Wang (2012) 

 - overlaps movie and theatre genre 



METHODOLOGY 

• Content analysis 

• Context analysis 



• Latest perspective 

 - queer reading (Li, 2003) 

 - gender issues (Butler, 1990) 



THANK YOU 
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