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Naming Things

.�� L	8? 1	8 *�Y�Q�.

3.1 Gender of Nouns

*�Y�Q�

��m"	

"	&V�	
�/V����

���
QY?
(��?�J

Y��Q�

К4O�> is the generic 
word for a book.

Describing Things with Adjectives

1	8
�	�J� �D4@-?
�	�Q9 �>�E	>?
�	�JH <#�.0C?

1	8
Y_����� �D4@-.
Y_���	9 �>�E	>.
Y_����H <#�.0C.

3.2 Adjective Agreement

Other adjectives 

>0�D#*@4�*#'

к>4@��*#'

0�*�#*@4�*#'

>4�-O'�*#'

#�<@4�*#'

4�0E�*#'

�D>4�V��*#'

#	>-.`4�*#'

:<C4�*#'

к#	@'�*#'

Newspapers have undergone great changes 
since the breakup of the Soviet Union. 
Numerous new publications have appeared, 
from serious business journals to sensational 
tabloids.

«;D@��>» (literally, the truth) is the main 
voice of the Communist Party of the Russian

Federat ion (and of  the  former Soviet 
Union).

Among other popular newspapers are 
«BD�0E4	+ # �@*	+», «)800�D�@4	», 
«)80�80C-.c*>: <D@��>», «/8�*C��*#' 
*80�80C-��», and «Speed-"4�C».

Russian-Language Newspapers
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.�� �	�JH «���	 �	YV���	»? 1	8 DV��*#' D80@4.

3.3 Что э́то? Versus Что такóе?

1. .�� �	�JH «'YQ
$	»? Ask your partner questions according 
to the model.

S1: �	8 	>*C� «;D@��>»?

S2: 1	8 �>�E	>.

S1: )>*@: L	8 �>�E	>?

S2: 1	8 DV��*>: �>�E	>.

Y��Q� "	&V�	 *�Y�Q�

«�8'4@ # 0#D»
«B44> )>DE4#4>»
«�O�#' �84»

«;D@��>»
«BD�0E4	+ # �@*	+»
«"��E�	#:»

«7�84�*»
«"	C�#»
«;DC�#-.»

Moby Dick
Scarlet Letter
Grapes of Wrath

New York Times
Wall Street Journal
USA Today

Time
Cosmopolitan
People

Madame Bovary
Don Quixote
Faust

Le Monde
Die Welt
London Times

Stern
Le Figaro

2. =�H��YJ���	. Look at the electronic equipment below. Which ones 
would you fi nd in the audio department? Link all of them to the 
appropriate departments.

Blue ray <-E�D

DVD <-E�D

mp3 <-E�D

�#��8*@0�D>

�80@!4#' *#48	�@	D

*80<.I	�D

08�O-.4+' 	�-��C4 (08�O-.4#*)

48	�V*

<DO4	�D

D@�#8

�	�D�8�#�	E0>

	�-��O�8D

	�-��C4

�8	8><<>D@	

��������	

��������
��������	

��������

�����
��������	

�����
��������	


�����
���� 
�����
���� 

�Í�ep�e�−�àãaÇ��

ê�����

Ha���

(495) 888-88-73
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3. ����-�Q-��. Associations. With what would you associate the following 
brand names? Describe them with as many adjectives as you can.

Model: �HYYQY� – L	8 0@-�4.*>:, �8D8�@:, #	>-.`4�*>: 0>!O4>.

1. ,@�>

2. /@*#4	8!

3. 3C*#>1

4. �8'C	>

5. �8-.*��@��4

6. )L484

7. �C4#

8. Continue with your own items.

You can also make 
an opposite of many 
adjectives by adding 
4�-, e.g., 4��8-.!C', 
4�#4	�DE�4+', 
4��8D8�C', 
4�*D>�O�+'. Such 
adjectives are con-
sidered somewhat 
less strong than the 
true opposites.

New adjectives 

�8-.!C'

4C�+'

#4	�DE�4+'

�8D8�C'

0@-�4.*#'

�	@D+'

�*V�4+'

��!��+'

99 970 D�

17 990 D�

1	8 �Q�H�?���, $H15
<� 	�-��O�8D.

1	8 ���?1J�, $�Y�"J� 	�-��O�8D.

1	8 ��QY	9 DV��*>: �	1m�	.

�_���	9 �	1m�	 «�Q$	»

«,@�>» is probably the most famous Russian 
car abroad. It is the brand name of the АвтоВАЗ 
(�C-��*#' >�	808�O-.4+' �>�C�) car 
manufacturer in the city of Tolyatti. The 

or iginal  model  was  essentia l ly  a  Fiat 
made under an Italian license. In the Soviet 
Union, Lada was called «ЖигулO» (after a 
mountain range).

1�O4�*#'
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4. .�� �	�JH $��HY�Q�? Describe the following dogs with as many 
adjectives as possible.

S1: �	8 	>*C� �8��D0@4?

S2: 1	8 �8-.!@:, �#0<>	O�4>:, 4�0E�*>: �8�@*>.

1	8 08` ���Q�	. �� �8�V	 ,@'*>.

B L	8 08` кJшка /VD*>.

��Y&Q9

�8D�@: (borzoi) is a Russian greyhound. 
Borzois were loyal companions of Russian 
aristocrats, who used the dogs for hunting 

rabbits, foxes, and wolves. Th ey received their 
name from the old Slavic word бCрзый (swift ).

D8	�E'-�D

*C**�D-�<>4#E-.

�#�OD�*#' �@�*#

->�D>�CD D�	DO��D

�#�@�a

<V��-.

!4@��D

�8D�@:

�-.�C�

.H� L	8 08�O-.4#*?

.?9 L	8 *4O�>?

.?5 L	8 <#�.0C?

1	8 �J� / �
J� / H"J / H5 / �	1 / 
	1 / �q

1	8 ��{ / �
�{ / H"J / H5 / �Q1	 / 
Q1	 / �q

1	8 ��5 / �
�5 / H"J / H5 / �Q1H / 
Q1H / �q

08�O-.4#*.

*4O�>.

<#�.0C.

3.4 Possessive Pronouns
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5. .H� ^�� ���m�?���? You are moving in with a group of students and 
some items got all mixed up. Have conversations according to the model.

S1: ��' L	8 08�O-.4#к? 1	8 	�8' 08�O-.4#к?

S2: �>, L	8 08' 08�O-.4#к. / 3�	, L	8 ��C 08�O-.4#к.

Lost item Follow-up question Owner

08�O-.4#* your . . . (sg.) my . . .

*C!*> his . . . her . . .

48	�V* her . . . our . . .

�#��8*@0�D> your . . . (pl.) their . . .

�8	8><<>D@	 their . . . his . . .

<#�.0C our . . . your . . . (sg.)

(your questions)

Asking For and Expressing Opinions

�	� �< $_�	H1?, «;D@��>» – #4	�DE�4>:
 
< $_�	H�H,  �>�E	>?

�>, (�-�JH��, #4	�DE�4>:.

3�	, �H J/H�? #4	�DE�4>:.

(8) �H &�Q7.

�J*H� �<�?.

'�-�JH��,

8 $_�	7, /�� «�8'4@ # 0#D» – #4	�DE�4+' D80@4.

8 &�Q7, /��

�>, L	8 (YQ
$	.

3�	, L	8 �H(YQ
$	.

'�-�JH��, L	8...

3.5 Verbs дýмать and знать

3.6 Dependent Clauses

6. �	� �< $Ÿ�	H1??

A. Ask a classmate about his or her opinion concerning specifi c brands, 
breeds, titles, etc. in the following categories. Th en agree or disagree.

S1: Как 	+ �V0>�!., People – L	8 #4	�DE�4+' �D4@-?

S2: �>, <8-0C�0, L	8 �8DC!#' # #4	�DE�4+' �D4@-.

S1:  �>, L	8 <D@��>. / B <8-0C�0, L	8 <-8�C' # �*V�4+' �D4@-.

�D4@-  �>�E	>  D80@4  0>!O4>  �8�@*>  *80<.I	�D

You can also 
 express agreement 
and disagreement 
with the phrases 
8 (�H) c�"�Q�H� 
(masc.) and 8 (�H) 
��"�Q��	 (fem.).
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B. Student 1: Express your opinion about some people in the professions 
given. Start your sentences with any of the expressions listed.
Student 2: Agree or disagree.

S1: ;8-0C�0, �8�	8E��*#' C��4. �8DC!#' <#�@	�-..

S2:  �>, L	8 <D@��>. / 9 �8�-@��4/�8�-@�4>. / 9 4� �4@6. / /C��	 �+	..

professions

;8-0C�0... <#�@	�-. <D8�E��8D
9 �V0>6, �	8... >*	�D >*	DO�>
9 �4@6, �	8... *80<8�O	8D >�	D84@�	

>D	O�	*> *8�084@�	
(your items)

Talking About Possessions

.�� �

�H�{

�H�{

�H"J / �H5

�	�


	�

��q

H��?? Ó

�H�{

�H�{

�H"J / �H5

�	�


	�

��q

H��? �8�@*>.

3.7 Equivalents of the Verb to have: у меня́ есть

1	8 08' �D>	 
�@!>.  �H"J 
H��? 4C�+' 
����-m��.

1	8 	�	: A-->. 
 �H5 H��? �	@D+' 

H����(V$.

B L	8 3O4> # 
,E4>.  ��q H��? 
*D>�O�>: �J1	$?.
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3.8 Omission of есть

7.  .�� � ��q H��?? Look at the pictures and answer the questions.

1. ��� ���� 	 
���. .�� � ��q 
H��?? �	�Q9 � ��q ������? 
��� ����� ������? �������?

2. ��� ����. .�� � 
�H"J H��??  �H"J 
���?1Q9 ������? � 
����� � �H"J H��??

3. ��� ������ 	 ������. 
.�� � ��q H��?? ����� 
�������!?

4. ��� "��#����� 
�	��!�$�. .�� � �H"J 
H��??

5. ��� ����. .�� 
� �H5 H��??

6. ��� 
���. .�� � �H"J H��?? 
�	�Q9 � �H"J !����?

 �H�{  c
  H��? ������?
 
	�

��, H��?.

��, � �H�{ H��? ������.

�$�. / % �$�& �$�.

 �H�{
�	�Q9 �  ������?
 
	�

 �H�{ Y_���	9 ������.

 �H�{ c
   ���?1Q9 ������?
 
	�

��, ���?1Q9.

��, � �H�{ ���?1Q9 ������.
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Colors

��!'� white ���'� gray

()��'� black *)!�'� yellow

�����'� red ����*$�'� orange

��+��'� pink +$!)�'� green 

���	� blue ����(�$�'� brown

��!-��� light blue #	�!����'� purple

8. .�� � 
	� H��??

A. Ask a classmate ten questions about his or her possessions (car, 
laptop, cell phone, video camera, horse, cat, etc.). Get a detailed 
description, including colors, when applicable.

S1: % �$�& $�� ����к�?

S2: ��, $��. / �$�, - �$�& �$�.

S1: К���� ������?

S2: 0�!���, ()����, �$���к�� ����к�.

B. Have conversations with your partner using the information below. 
Student 1 starts with the boldfaced items.

S1: % �$�& $�� �����?

S2: ��, $��.

S1: К�к�� �����?

S2: % �$�& ��!���, ����� к��к�.

S1: � - �$�& $�� ����к�.

S2: К���� ������?

S1: ��!$�к�� ��!�� ����к�.

Student 1 has: Student 2 has:

small white dog big grey cat

cheap old bicycle new red American car

old black Japanese car expensive Japanese motorcycle

(continue with your items) (continue with your items)
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9. К	кQ9 кY	�m
	9 ���Qк	! What a beautiful dog!

Student 1: You are showing your friend some pictures.

Student 2: React with surprise and then make a comment of your choice.

S1: ��� ��� ���� ����. � 7�� $�ž ������.

S2: % �$�� $�� ������? ����� �������� ������!!!

S1: ��� ��& ����� ��!!	.

S2: ________? _________ !!!

S1: ��� ��& �$���� ������. � 7�� $) ������к!.

S2: ________? _________ !!!

S1: ��� ���� 	 9���. � 7�� 	: !����.

S2: ________? _________ !!!

Describing the Size of Your Family 

(Including Pets)

% ��� $�� �YQ�?9 m�� �5��Y<? ��, $��. % �$�& $�� $
	 �YQ�	 	 �$�Q �H��YQ.

�$�. ; H$m���
H��<� YH�5���.

% ��� $�� $V��? ��, $��. % �$�& $
H $J/HY� 	 �$m� �<�.

�$�. % �$�& �$�.

% �$�& $��...

Masc. �$m� $
	 �Y�, /H��YH (9�? (and over)

���� ����� ����� ����$�

�'� �<�a �<�� �'�����

Fem. �$�Q $
H �Y�, /H��YH (9�? (and over)

�$���� �$���< �$���< �$��)�

��( ��($�	 ��($�	 ��($���

������ �����	 �����	 �����

����� ����	 ����	 ���$�

Nouns with numerals 
require special gram-
matical forms that will 
be explained later. For 
the time being, memo-
rize the information 
you need to describe 
your own family.
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Th e boldfaced phrases 
are in the accusative
(object) case, like �H�{
+��=�... For now, 
memo rize the phrases 
you need.

When talking about your family members, you may also want to use 
the following:

��H"J (Q(� (��-Q) +��=�...
��H"J (��Q$1H"�/��QY1H"�) �YQ�	/�²�	/$Y_"	/�_*	 +��=�...

��Z �Q�� +��=�...
��Z ��Q$1�7/��QY1�7 �H��Y_/$�/?/(�$Y_"�/*H�_ +��=�...

3.9 Accusative Case: Preview

10.  
	� ���?1Q9 �H�?{?

A. Find the correct phrases you need and describe the size of your own 
family.

B. Find out how many sisters and brothers (children, etc.) your 
classmates have. Use the questions in the information box on page 76.

�Q1	 �H�?{

�$�& +��=� ����. ��& #���!	� 9��$�$��. ���� �$�& ��!���: - �$�& 
$�� ����, "�"�, ��� ����� 	 ���� �$����. ��@ �$���= +��=� ������. A�� 
+��-*$� (- �$) $�� �-*). D) �=*� +��=� E�!$����. A� *-���!���. A� 
�($� �	�"���(�'�. % �	: $�� ���	: �'� ���� 	 ��( 
��.

��� �����	�1 ���� �$���� ��*$ *-���!���. A� $F) �$2 *$���, �� - 
�$�� $�� ���-���. D) +��=� G���. ��� �!���	�3 ���� ���� ��-����. 
A� �=��$�, (�� �(���$4 – 7�� �������!. % �$�� $�� ���'� �"����	� 
�������!, �($� �������.

% ��� $�� ������ 	 �����. ���� ������ �($� ��!���, ()���-��!��, 
	, "�-��$�-, ��������. D) +��=� 9����. ; $) �($� !I�!@5. ���� ����� 
��!$���� 	 �����. D) +��=� �=���.

������ - ��� ������, �� "�"� :�($�6 �-"��7 ���-I �����-, �$����-I 
�!	 �"����-I.

А. ��
V�?�H �	 
�(YJ�<.

1 older (cf. ��ŧ�'�) / 2 not yet
3 younger
4 happiness

5 love, like 

6 wants / 7 to buy

1. % �$) ��!$�к�� �$�&?
2. ��� +��=� $) �$���=?
3. % �����	 $�� �-*? ��� $�� +��=�?
4. E�!$���� – "��#�����?
5. ���	 - �	: $��? К�к 	: +��=�?
6. ��� +��=� �����$�� ����� ���'?
7. % �$�� $�� *$��?
8. ���� ��*$ *-���!���?

9. % �$�� $�� ������?
10. К�к�� - �$�� ������к!?
11. К�к�� - �	: ����к�?
12. К�к $) +��=�?
13. � к��к� - �	: к�к��?
14. ��� $) +��=�?
15. ����� - �	: ������?
16. ��� �' �=��$�$, (�� ����$ �(���$?
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B. One student (or the teacher) assumes the role of Nina. Other 
students ask questions.

C. Make up a similar story about yourself.

А. Yоu should now be able to . . .

1. ask what something is

2. ask and answer questions about quality, size, age, price, color, and 
interest value of things

3. describe things with adjectives of nationality

4. ask for and express opinions

5. respond to an expression of opinion

6. ask and answer questions about what someone has

7. ask and answer questions about what kind of items someone has

8. describe the size of your family

В. Directed Dialogue. Yоu are interviewing а visitor from Russia. А fellow 
student or your teacher can play the role of the visitor. Find out . . .

Chapter Review

 1. what the visitor’s name is

 2. what languages he or she speaks

 3. if the visitor is а professor (yes)

 4. if the visitor has а spouse (yes)

 5. what the spouse’s name is

 6. if the spouse is also а professor

 7. if the spouse speaks English

 8. if they have children (yes, son and daughter)

 9. what the names of the children are

10. if their daughter speaks English

11. if their son is а student

12. if they have а car (yes) and what kind

13. if they have а dog or а cat (а dog) and what kind

14. what the name of the dog is

Report the results of the interview in the third person.

Model:  D�� +��=� �$���� 
�����	( К��"��.
D) +��=� G��&�� L��!���� К��"���.

C. Interview Video. Что у вас есть?

For self-tests and additional practice, 
please go to the Book Companion 
Site, available at www.wiley.com/
college/nummikoski

For access to the videos, please go to 
the Wiley Resource Kit, available with 
your access code at www.wiley.com/
college/wrk



.�� � 
	� H��?? 79

Word Building

Suffix -ск-

Some proper nouns can be made into adjectives by adding the suffi  x -ск-, 
and the adjective ending. Slight modifi cations of the stem may also occur.

nouns adjectives nouns adjectives

G$:�� �$:����	� ��$� ��$���	�
�I-M��� �I-������	� ��!	#���	� ��!	#�������	�
������ ��������	� ����$�! ����$�!��	�
L$�$��=�� "$�$��=����	�

Make up new titles for newspapers using the adjectives just listed and the 
following nouns.

газ�тa   журн�л  курь�р courier  пр�вда  сл�во word

«Тех�сская пр�вда», ...

Combining Adjectives

Two adjectives can sometimes be combined with а hyphen. In this 
construction, the fi rst adjective takes а shorter form: stem + the vowel -о.

/5Y�<� + ��!'� = ()���-��!'� black and white

% �$�& $�� ()���-��!�� �����.

% �$�� $�� ()���-��!'� �$!$��+��.

р_сский + англ�йский = р=сско-англ�йский Russian-English 
(e.g., dictionary)

Note: Th e adjective англ�йский has а shorter stem: англ-

 �нгло-р=сский слов�рь English-Russian dictionary

Look at the advertisement for а computerized dictionary. Combine any two 
adjectives to make as many two-language dictionary titles as possible. What 
kind of dictionaries do you have?

3200 �-�. 

84000 �!�� 

=�]�������� �������
�� ������ 8%����

=�]�������� �������
�� ������ 8%����

��R9
M��
M
ST��U%V��
M

G�9W;���
M

�L����
M
�D�DU�
M
LA9W��
M
T%���
M
RA99�����
M
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!���������

3.1 Gender of Nouns

There are three genders in Russian: masculine, feminine, and neuter. 
Yоu have already learned some masculine and feminine nouns 
(e.g., арт�ст/арт�стка, брат/сестр�). When the gender of the nоun 
cannot bе determined bу its meaning alone (natural gender), it can bе 
determined bу the nоun ending. Nouns ending in а consonant or -й are 
masculine, nouns ending in -а or -я are feminine, and those ending in -о 
or -е are neuter. Words that end in а soft  consonant (written with the soft  
sign -ь) can bе masculine or feminine. Th eir gender has to bе memorized. 
Word lists and dictionaries give the gender for such nouns.

�!���� (m.) di(ti"nar,
!���� (f.) horse

Masculine Feminine Neuter

hard stem *-���! -ø ����	 -	 "	��J -�

soft stem �-+��
�!����?

-�
-?

�)�9
!����?

-9
-?

-"��*���	H -H

Note: Some animate nouns (including familiar forms of fi rst names) that 
end in -а or -я are masculine.

 �	1 "�"�/���-���/�&��/����/��!�
but: �Q1	 ����/���-���/�)��/����/G���

(Y	*�V��H

1. Defi ne the grammatical gender of the following nouns.

 1. *-���!

 2. "�����

 3. "	���

 4. �$!$��+��

 5. �����

 6. ������

 7. �$!��	"��

 8. �����

 9. "����$�

 10. �$!$#��

 11. ���	�

 12. ��+���

 13. �����

 14. ������



.�� � 
	� H��?? 81

3.2  Adjective Agreement

As you already know, adjectives agree with the nouns they modify. So far 
you have learned the masculine and feminine forms of adjectives. In this 
lesson, you will learn the neuter form.

��� �=����� *-���!. (Th e adjective agrees with а masculine noun.)
��� �=���	9 ��+���. (Th e adjective agrees with а feminine noun.)
��� �=����H "	���. (Th e adjective agrees with а neuter noun.)

Masc. Fem. Neuter

stem stressed �=���	�
	+�����'�

-��*
-<�*

�=�����
	+�������

-	9 �=����H
	+������H

-�H

end stressed "!�:��
��!����
�	�J�

-ť� "!�:��
��!����
�	�Q9

-ŧ9 "!�:JH
��!��JH
�	�JH

-ťH

*The choice between the endings -ый and -ий is determined by Spelling Rule 1.

Spelling Rule 1: Aft er к, г, х, ж, ч, ш, щ, write и, not ы.

Note: Two adjectives have special forms that will be discussed in detail 
later. For now, they have to be memorized.

Masculine Feminine Neuter

:����	� :������ :����HH good
����� ���99 ���HH blue

(Y	*�V��9

2. Glossaries and dictionaries usually list adjectives only in the masculine 
form. You can deduce the feminine and neuter forms from the masculine. 
Use the nouns and adjectives provided to come up with the following 
drinks.

	��!&���	� �	�� wine ��!'� white
�	�����	� ����� vodka ()��'� black
�$��	�����	� "��� beer �����'� red
�=���	� (�� tea
#����=+��	� ���"�����$ champagne

(See Spelling Rule 3 in grammar 6.4)

(See soft  adjectives in grammar 14.7)
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 1. Mexican beer 4. Chinese black tea

 2. Russian vodka 5. French champagne

 3. French red wine 6. Italian white wine

3. Use each adjective on the left  with each noun on the right.

Model: ��$�	�����	� �����, ��$�	������� ��+���...

 1. ��$�	�����	� �����
 2. �$����	� ��+���
 3. :����	� "	���
 4. �=���	� �$!$��+��
 5. ���!����	� ������
 6. 	�"����	� �!����
 7. �"����	� �����
 8. #����=+��	� ���	�
 9. �$��	�����	� ������
 10. �������	� *-���!

4. Write the missing What kind? questions.

Model: ��� �=���	� *-���!. =�� �	�J� *�Y�Q�?

 1. ��� ��$�	������� ��+���.
 2. ��� �=����$ "	���.
 3. ��� 	��!&���	� *-���!.
 4. ��� �"����	� #����""����.
 5. ��� #����=+��	� �����.
 6. ��� �$�����$ ���	�.
 7. ��� �	������� ��+���.
 8. ��� ���!����	� �!����.
 9. ��� ��$�	�����	� ���"@�$�.
 10. ��� �"������ ��$�$��	�����.

5. Answer the questions using the opposite descriptions. You should be 
familiar with the new adjectives old, new, big, and so on at this point.

Model: ��� "!�:�� ��+���? �H�, ^�� q�YJ1	9 "	&V�	.

 1. ��� ������ �����? 6. ��� ����$ "	���?

 2. ��� 	��$����'� �����? 7. ��� �������� �����?

 3. ��� ������$ ���	�? 8. ��� ������� ���"@�$�?

 4. ��� ��!��� �$!$��+��? 9. ��� ���'� *-���!?

 5. ��� ��!$���� ��$�$��	�����? 10. ��� "!�:�$ ���	�?
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3.3 .�� ^��? Versus /�� �	�žH?

In Chapter 1 you learned the diff erence between the following questions:

��� 7��?  (а general question when no proper 
Who is this?  noun is present)

��� ����� Y�	� R����	�? (а question when the proper name is
Who is Yuri Gagarin? present and further clarifi cation is

��� ����� �!!� L-��()��? needed)

Who is Alla Pugachova?

Th e same basic rule applies to the questions Что ^то? and Что такJе?

Z�� 7��? (а general question when no proper
What is this?  noun is present)

Z�� ����$ «���	»? (а question when the proper name
What is а Sony?  or brand name is present and further

clarifi cation is needed)

(Y	*�V��H

6. Ask the corresponding questions using Z�� 7��? or Z�� ����$?

1. «G���» – 7�� ��$�	�����	� *-���!.

2. ��� ���"@�$�.

3. ��� *-���!.

4. «L�����» – 7�� �=����� ��+���.

5. «E���� 	 �	�» – 7�� �=���	� �����.

3.4 Possessive Pronouns

In Chapter 2 you learned the masculine and feminine forms of possessive 
pronouns. In this lesson you will learn the corresponding neuter forms and 
а new question word (also called interrogative pronoun) /H�? (whose?). 
Like the other possessive pronouns, /H� agrees with the noun it modifi es.

.H� 7�� *-���!? ��� ��� *-���!. (($� agrees with а masculine noun)
Whose magazine is this? It is my magazine.

.?9 7�� �����? ��� ��{ �����. ((� agrees with а feminine noun)
Whose book is this? It is my book.

.?5 7�� �ŧ�	�? ��� ��5 ���	�. (() agrees with а neuter noun)
Whose radio is this? It is my radio.
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Th e new forms are boldfaced in the chart.

Possessive pronouns Personal pronouns

masc. fem. neuter subject forms object forms

���
����
$��/$)
���
���
	:

��&
���&
$��/$)
����
����
	:

��5
�
�5
H"J/H5
�Q1H

Q1H
�q

my
your
his, her
our
your
their

�
�'
��/���
�'
�'
���

I
you
he/she
we
you
they

�$�&
�$�&
$��/$)
���
���
	:

me
you
him/her
us
you
them

/H� /?9 /?5 whose

(Y	*�V��9

7. Write questions and answers according to the model. Be sure to use 
the right form of the pronouns.

Model:  *-���!/���  .H� ^�� *�Y�Q�?  =�� ��� *�Y�Q�.

 1. ���	�/��� 6. "	���/$)
 2. �����/��� 7. ��$�$��	�����/���
 3. �!����/���� 8. �$!$��+��/���
 4. ����!�	�/$�� 9. ���"@�$�/����
 5. ��+���/��� 10. �	�$����$��/	:

8. Th is exercise includes all three forms: I, me, my, etc. Pay close 
attention to which form is needed.

 1.  �����@ "�-�=���	.  "���=�� �$ ������� 
"�-�=���	. A�� �$ "��	��$� .

 2.  �$ �($� :����� ������� "�-���!����	. ; �$ 
"��	��I . �  ���� "�-���!����	 �������?

 3. ��� 
���. � 7��  ���� �$����.  ������� 
"�-���!����	 :�����. ;  "��	��I.

 4. ��� 9���. � 7��  �$����.  +��=� ������. 
 "�-���!����	 ������� �($� :�����. ;  

"��	��I.
 5. ��� �'.  ������� "�-�$����	. E'  

"��	��$�$? � 7��  ���-��� 	  ���-���.
 6. ��� 7��?  �$����? ��, 7�� ���� �$����.  

"�-���!����	 �������$? ��, �' ������� "�-���!����	. 
 ��� "��	��$�$? ��, �'  "��	��$�.

 7. ��� ���� 	 9���.  �����&� "�-�=���	. �'  
"��	��$�.  �����$!	 ( parents) ��*$ �����&� "�-�=���	.
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3.5 Verbs $_�	�? and &�	�?

#_�	|�? (to think) and зна|ть (to know) were already introduced in 
Chapter 2. Th ey are regular fi rst-conjugation verbs.

(Y	*�V��9

9. Fill in the endings. Refer to Chapter 2, grammar section 2.2 if necessary.

� �=��  � +��
�' �=��  �' +��
��/��� �=��  ��/��� +��
�' �=��  �' +��
�' �=��  �' +��
��� �=��  ��� +��

10. 8 &�Q7 H5, 	 ��ŧ �H &�ŧH� �H�{. Finish the sentences with the 
opposite idea.

Model: ; +��I $), 	 ��Q �H &�QH� �H�{.

 1. ; +��I $��, ... 4. A� +��$� �$�&, ...

 2. A�� +��$� ���, ... 5. �' +��$� ���, ...

 3. G' +��$� 	:, ... 6. E' +��$�$ �$�&, ...

3.6 Dependent Clauses

Question words (���, /��, �	�J�, �	�, /H�, and others) can be used in 
both independent and dependent clauses.

А. Independent

��� 7��? Who is this?
.�� 7��? What is this?
�	�Q9 7�� �����? What kind of book is this?
�	� �' ������� "�-�=���	? How do you speak Russian?
.?9 7�� ��+���? Whose newspaper is this?

В. Dependent

; �$ +��I, ��� ������� I do not know who speaks
"�-�	�����	.  Chinese.

G' +��$�, /�� 7��? Do уои know what this is?
A� �$ +��$�, �	�Q9 7�� �����. Не does not know what kind of

 book this is.
�' �$ +��$�, �	� �' ������� We do not know how уои speak

"�-�=���	.  Russian.
A�� �$ +��I�, /?9 7�� ��+���. Th ey do not know whose

 newspaper it is.
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In addition, the word что is used as the conjunction that between clauses. 
Th e English language oft en omits the conjunction in these sentences.

; �=��I, /�� ���+�� – 7�� �������� ������.
I think (that) (the) borzoi is а beautiful dog.

; +��I, /�� �' ������� "�-�=���	.
I know (that) you speak Russian.

(Y	*�V��9

11. Say that you do not know the answer to the following questions.

Model: ��� ������� "�-�"����	?  8 �H &�Q7, ��� "�
�Ym� 
 (�-9(J����.

 1. Z�� 7��?
 2. ����� 7�� *-���!?
 3. Z� 7�� �����?

 4. ��� �$ "��	��$� �$�&?
 5. Z) 7�� "	���?

12. ��ķ $Ÿ�	7�, /��... Write complete sentences using the words 
given.

Model: ���� / �=��� / ���+�� / ������'� /  ���	 $_�	H�, /��
 ������    ��Y&Q9 – ^�� 

�Y	�m
	9 ���Q�	.

 1. �$���� / �=��� / «9���» / :����	� / ������
 2. �' / �=��� / «A���)�» / 	��$����'� / *-���!
 3. ��& �$���� / �=��� / ���$���� / ������'� / ������
 4. � / �=��� / Z�������	� / :����	� / ���"�+����
 5. ���� 	 ���� / �=��� / «���-����' 	 #���'» / :����	� / ��+���

13. �	� (�-Y_����?

 1. Do you know what his name is?

 2. Does she know who this is?

 3. Do they know what my name is?

 4. Does Sasha know whose car this is?

 5. Do you know what kind of book this is?

 6. Do you know that Lada is а Russian car?

 7. I know that she speaks English very well.

 8. We know that his sister does not understand Spanish.

 9. Не knows that I do not speak Chinese.

 10. Does Sergei know how well my brother speaks German?
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3.7 Equivalents of the Verb tо have

You have so far learned to express possession with possessive pronouns 
my, your, his, and so on. You can also express possession in another way.

 %  �$�& $�� ������. I have а car.
literally: By me there is а car.

Compare the two ways to express possession.

Th is is my/your . . . dog.  I/you . . . have а dog.

��� ��& ������.  �H�{ H��? ������.
��� ���& ������.  �H�{ H��? ������.
��� $�� ������.  �H"J H��? ������.
��� $) ������.  �H5 H��? ������.
��� ���� ������.  �	� H��? ������.
��� ���� ������.  
	� H��? ������.
��� 	: ������.  ��q H��? ������.

Note: Th e third-person pronouns егJ, её, and их add an extra consonant, 
н, aft er the preposition у: у негJ, у неё, у них.

(Y	*�V��9

14. Write complete sentences, according to the model.

Model: �'/��!���/������  �	� H��? ���?1Q9 ���Q�	.

 1. ���/����'�/!���� (f.) 6. �'/��!$��	�/�����
 2. ���/���'�/�$!��	"�� 7. ��/�"����	�/�	�$����$��
 3. �/��!���/������ 8. �/�$����	�/���	�
 4. �'/���'�/�������/������ 9. �'/�������/��$�$��	�����
 5. �'/:����	�/�!���� 10. ���/���'�/�=���	�/��+���

15. Rewrite the sentences using the other way of expressing possession.

Model:  % �$�& $�� ������. S =�� ��{ ���Q�	.
 ��� $) �$����. S  �H5 H��? �H��YQ.

 1. % �$�& $�� ���	�. 9. ��� ��� �$!$��+��.
 2. ��� $�� �������!. 10. % �$�& $�� �$!��	"��.
 3. % �	: $�� ��á�!�	�. 11. ��� ���& �����.
 4. ��� ���� �����. 12. % �$�� $�� �!����.
 5. % ��� $�� ���"@�$�. 13. % �$) $�� �������!.
 6. ��� $) !����. 14. ��� 	: ������.
 7. % ��� $�� ������. 15. % ��� $�� ���	�.
 8. ��� ��& ������.
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3.8 Omission of есть

When you ask about the existence of something, the word есть is used. 
Th e answer to such а question starts with yes or no. Similarly, if you make а 
statement about the existence of something or somebody, есть is included 
in the sentence. If, on the other hand, you already know that а person 
has something, but you want to fi nd out more details, есть is omitted. 
Compare the following statements and question-and-answer pairs.

with H��? (fi rst time introducing the topic)

% �$�& H��? ������. (statement about existence)

% �$�� H��? ����� ������. (statement about existence)
% �$�& H��? ������? ��, H��?.

#	, � �H�{ H��? 
������.

(question and answer about 
existence)

without H��? (when the existence of the item is already known)

% �$�& q�YJ1	9 ������? ��, q�YJ1	9. (question and answer about 
quality)

�	�Q9 - �$�& ������? % �$�& q�YJ1	9 
������.

(question and answer about 
quality)

Note: Negative statements or answers in complete sentences require 
grammatical structures that are beyond the scope of this lesson. For now, if you 
do not have the thing mentioned, answer simply Нет, or Нет, у менÿ нет.

У теб& есть мотоц�кл? Нет.

(Y	*�V��9

16. Write the questions that elicited the answers provided.

Model: ��, - �$�& $�� ������.  �H�{ H��? �	1m�	?

 1. ��, - �$�& $�� ������. 4. ��, - �$) $�� �$!$#��.

 2. ��, - �$�� $�� !����. 5. ��, - �	: $�� �����.

 3. ��, - ��� $�� ����!�	�.

17. Write your follow-up questions to the statements.

Model: % �$�& $�� ������. �	�Q9 � �H�{ �	1m�	?

 1. % �$�& $�� ������. 6. % �$�& $�� �$!��	"��.

 2. % ��� $�� !����. 7. % ��� $�� �!����.

 3. % �	: $�� �������!. 8. % �$�� $�� ���	�.

 4. % �$�� $�� �	�$����$��. 9. % ��� $�� �����.

 5. % �$) $�� ���"@�$�. 10. % �$) e�� -(š��	�.
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3.9 Accusative Case: Preview

Th e Russian language, like Latin and German, has a case system. Th is means 
that nouns, adjectives, and pronouns have diff erent forms depending on their 
function in the sentence. So far you have learned the basic form, the nominative 
case. Th e object of a Russian sentence requires the accusative case.

 �H�{ +��=�... / ��H"ž ��-Q +��=�... / ��Z �Q�� +��=�...
literally: Th ey call me Th ey call my father Th ey call my mother
 object object object

A� :ž($� �-"�� �ž
<� �H�H
m&�Y. ; !I�!@ ��Z ���Q��.
He wants to buy a new TV. I love  my dog.
 object  object

You will learn the endings of the accusative case in Chapter 7, grammar 
point 7.6 (nouns), and in Chapter 8, grammar point 8.2 (adjectives and 
possessive pronouns). For now, consult the following table.

masculine nom. ��� �ž�'� �$!$��+��

inanimate acc. (no change)

masculine nom. ��� �ž�'� ��-� / ��� ��ŧ��	� ����

animate acc. ��H"ž �ž��"� ��Ÿ�	 / ��H"ž ��ŧ��H"� ��ŧ�	

feminine nom. ��& �ž��� ������ / ��& ��!��� ���ŧ��

(all) acc. ��Z �ž��7 ������/ ��Z ��!�Ÿ7 ���ŧ��

Vocabulary

Nouns

Printed matter

"	&V�	 newspaper

*�Y�Q� magazine

��m"	 book

(��?�J letter

Y��Q� novel

���
QY? m. dictionary

�/š���� textbook

Electronics

�	�$����$�� camcorder

���ŧ��	� �	���$ŧ�� home theater

���(?Z�HY computer

���m�?��� cell phone

��-��=� laptop computer

"!š$� player

"����$� printer

YQ$�� radio

Note: Th e core vocabulary is boldfaced.
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��$�$��	����� stereo system

�H�H
m&�Y television

�H�H�J� telephone

#����""���� camera

Vehicles


H����(V$ bicycle

�	1m�	 car

�������! motorcycle

Pets

�J1�	 cat

�J1	$? f. horse

���Q�	 dog

Other nouns

����� war

��"�ť� question

$V
�1�	 girl, young 
  woman,
  girlfriend

$V�� pl.  children

�	� реасе

(YQ
$	 truth

�$�)��� child

�(���$ [F���$] happiness

Adjectives

Of origin

	�"�m����� English

��(Q����� Spanish

��	�?{����� Italian

�	�Q$���� Canadian

���Q����� Chinese

�H����Q����� Mexican

�H�V-��� German

�Y	�-_&���� French

9(J����� Japanese

Colors

�V�<� white

"����J� light blue

*5��<� yellow

&H�5�<� green

����(�$�'� brown

�YQ��<� red

����*$�'� orange

��+��'� pink

���'� grey

�m���, -99, -HH blue

#	�!����'� purple

/5Y�<� black

Other

���?1J� big, large

�$�)�'� cheap

$�Y�"J� expensive

$������$��'� only, sole, one and
  only

���HYV��<� interesting

�	�J� what, what kind

�Y	�m
<� beautiful

�Q�H�?��� little, small

�!���	� younger

�J
<� new

��_/�<� boring

�����	� older

��QY<� old

q�YJ1��, -	9, -HH good
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Pronouns

���, ��{, ��5 my

�
��, �
�{, �
�5 уоur (sg.)

H"J his

H5 her

�	1, �Q1	, �Q1H our


	1, 
Q1	, 
Q1H your (pl.)

�q their

/H�, /?9, /?5 whose

Verbs

$_�	|�? (I) to think

H��? there is, there are

&�	|�? (I)  to know

!I�|ķ� (II) to like, to love

 !I�!@

 !@�	�

 !@���

�-"ķ� to buy

:��š� to want

 :�(Ÿ, :ž($�, :ž($�

 :����, :����$, :��&�

Other

$F) �$ not yet

*$��� married (of a 

  man)

+��-*$�  married (of а
 woman)

�J*H� �<�? maybe, perhaps

������$ �� ��"�ť�'  answer the
 questions

(�-�JH�� in my opinion

� ���!ŧ�$�, � ���!ŧ��� I agree

� �H�{ H��? I have

/�� what

/�� conj. that

/�� �	�JH what is
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