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False information that is spread, 
regardless of intent to mislead. It 
is fake but the creator or person 
who shared it didn't tend to 
manipulate or harm anyone. An 
error can happen, for example, 
by the wrong translation of the 
article, by misunderstanding the 
topic, or by sharing without fact-
checking. An example would be 
sharing a rumor that a celebrity 
died, before finding out it’s false.
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Intentionally dishonest
information, it is spread on 
purpose, in order to mislead
the recipient or harm
somebody. The information is
usually manipulated by 
misleading or fabricated
content or changing the
context of the information. 
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Disinformation



a) disinformation is a conscious attempt to encourage
people to believe something that the producers
and/or disseminators of the content know to be
untrue;

b) the producers and/or disseminators of disinformation
act out of malicious intent.

(EU 2021)



“Deliberate and covert spread of false information to 
influence public opinion. Unlike misinformation, which
does not reveal the purpose of incorrect information, 
disinformation is deliberately created to harm others.“ 

„Information that is false and deliberately created to 
harm a person, social group, organization or country.“

(Chih-Chien 2020)

(UNESCO 2019)





“Greenery in the city increases children’s IQ, according to a study“
(A2larm 2020)



(Bijnens 2020)

“Greenery in the city increases children’s IQ, according to a study“
(A2larm 2020)

“Our results indicate that residential green space may be
beneficial for the intellectual and the behavioral development of
children living in urban areas. These findings are relevant for policy
makers and urban planners to create an optimal environment for
children to develop their full potential.“







When Russian agents
hacked into emails from the
Democratic National
Committee and the Hillary 
Clinton campaign and 
leaked certain details to the
public to damage
reputations
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Mal-information



“information used to hurt others.“

“…unlike disinformation, which is incorrect
information, mal-information refers to 
information that is based on reality, used to 
inflict harm on a person, social group, 
organization or country”.

(Chih-Chien 2020)



Chih-Chien (2020)

















Watch out for your children! I would like to draw your attention
to a case that happened recently to a friend of mine while
shopping at IKEA. The parents went shopping with their 10-
year-old daughter in an IKEA store. Suddenly they found out
that their daughter was not with them. They waited for a while
to see if she would show up. Then they decided to have her
announced. The department store immediately closed all the
exits and started looking for her. The little girl was discovered in
the toilet, shaved, and changed into different clothes. It's
probably not the first time that's happened there.
So be careful with your Christmas shopping and share it with
all your friends!!!!!!!!!!!

Hoax
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„…contains humorous or malicious deceptions. The
incorrect messages are purposely, not mistakenly
included in hoax. However, in some cases, hoax is
deemed a joke, such as April Fools’ Day hoax.“

(Chih-Chien 2020)



“Much like the believability of a media hoax derives from
the hoaxer’s credibility as a trusted source of
information, the believability of fake news derives from
its imitation of journalism.“ 

(Finneman 2019)











The Earth's rotation will slow down next year. Refugees are to
blame.
Earth's rotation will slow next year, according to the American
Geological Society. Mass migration against the direction of the
Earth's rotation is to blame for the slowdown, our sources have
found. The question is why this slowdown is occurring. Our
experts' calculations have come to a shocking conclusion. The
slowdown in the planet's rotation is due to refugees heading
from east to west in large numbers. Walking on the planet
creates friction, and the movement from east to west is
directed against the direction of the Earth's rotation. Normally,
this friction would have no effect on the rotation. In recent
years, however, we have found ourselves in a situation where
masses of refugees are heading from east to west towards
Europe. It is this mass migration that acts as a brake on the
rotation of the planet and causes it to slow down.
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Fake news



“Fake news refers to news messages that contain
incorrect or false information but do not report 
the incorrectness of information“

(Chih-Chien 2020)



“news articles that are intentionally and 
verifiably false and could mislead readers“

Allcott 2017)



“made-up news, manipulated to look like
credible journalistic reports that are designed to 
deceive us.”

(Brennen 2018)











Paul McCartney never wrote "Maybe I'm
Amazed." He never formed the band
Wings. He never clashed with Yoko,
became a vegetarian, or fathered any of
his children. When Queen Elizabeth
knighted him in 1997, she was actually
knighting someone else. This is because,
Beatlemaniacs say, Paul McCartney
secretly died in 1966.
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Conspiracy theory



“A conspiracy theory seeks to explain a disputed event as a 
plot by a secret group or alliance rather than an individual or
isolated act. Conspiracy theories of various kinds have been
part of human culture for centuries. The struggle against
conspiracies, whether real or imagined, has become a 
standard model in literary fiction, while the belief in actual
conspiracies is a type of social phenomenon.“

(Salem Press Encyklopedia 2020)



Conspiracy theory - principles

Nothing is a 
coincidence.

Nothing is as it 
seems.

Everything is 
connected.







Why?



GET BAD NEWS

www.getbadnews.com



News article

Who?

What?

When?

Where?

How?

Why?





Homework

• Create a news article
• True x fake

• A4 or A3 paper, printed or
handwritten
• Title + maximum 100 words
• Additional: graphs, images…
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