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Cantonese I
Week 4




A. Use the given phrases to form a yes-no question first, and then give a
positive or negative answer using appropriate adverbs of degree.

e.g. n&i/dak haan

O: néi dak m dak haan aa?
A (quite): _ngd géi dak haan.
A (no): ngd m dak haan.
o
1) Can I6u sT/mong [T busy ﬁ
Q:
A (very): . Nél né?

A (not quite).

2) né&i/min i bored ﬁ
Q_.
A (no): _n&i ng?

A (quite):




3)

4)

3)

k&oi/zlng ji #EE like
Q A

A (50 s0):

néi/ming baak WH understand
Q:

A (quite):

néi déi/hoi sam

0:

A fvery):







What is your phone numer? /R &E&E2%£ 2% %% ? nei5 din6 waa2 gei2 dol hou6?

My phone number is FMEEE FHFRXXXXX ngo5 ge3 din6 waa2 haibé XXXXX






Building up numbers from 20 to 99

ol

22 ->2+10+2
34 ->3+10+4
49 -> 4+10+9




.)!. Co ask and 1ell one’s age & (Track 086)

k&oi gam nin géi (dd) seoi aa? -
£ 4 % 8 (3) & %°?

(How old is he this vear?)

£
e

k&oi gdm nin sap séi seoi.

£ 4 £ + w R-
* Note that it is unnecessary to use the verb (He is fourteen this year.)
“to be” when talking about one’s age.
f (gam nin) | géi(dd) | séoi 4a?
Q: Subject (45 ) &(%) : %, %7
L | (this year) (how many) | (vears old) [Pt]
’ . , - \
(g@m nin) [ Seoi.
A: Subject (4 #) Number ' &
L (this year) : (vears old)
r
k&oi 1E (he, she) 1. jat — (one) 11. sap jat +— (eleven)
A= 2.18eng* & (two) 12. sap |7 += (twelve)
3. saam = (three) | 13. sap sdam + = (thirteen)
4. sei ™ (four) 14. s3p sei +m@ (fourteen)
5. ng A (five) 15. sap ng + & (fifteen)
6. lik # (six) 16. sap luk 7N (sixteen)
7. cat + (seven) | | 17. sdp cat +-+t (seventeen)
“Note that “ISeng 8. baat A (eight) 18. sap baat -+ (eighteen)
$80i" is used instead 9. gau U (nine) 19. sAp gau + 7 (nineteen)
of “jT seoi” when ;m. sip + (ten) 20. jTsap =+ (rwenty)

saying two-year-old.












25
39
42
11
54
39
67
71

601
566
913
384
104
220
477
852

7601
9566
6913
5384
3104
1220
2477
3852



A. Co ashk and tell months and days & (Track 156)

gam ja&t hai géi jyut géi hdu aa?
5 H % B B R %Y

(What is the date today?)

=

(Today is the fifteenth of September.)

gam jat hai gau jyut sdp ng h

|
ou.
B % LA+ 2R

';; QQ 15;”‘ f{h;i;* Month
{this month) | (to be) (No. 1-12) + jyut A «
F
| e X

jat jyut — R (January) g;m Jgt {(h{’;l; Day of _Ll'mrrh.n

iT jyut — AR  (February) ftoday) (1o be) (No. 1-31) + hdu 3 -
saam jyut =HA  (March) T

sei jyut WA (April) |
ng jyut ER  (May) jat hou — (1" day of the month)
lak jyut %A (June) jT hbu =3 (2™ day of the month)
catjyut A (July sdam hou =3 (3" day of the month)
baat jjut AR (Augusy iT sdp gau hou =+ (29" day of the month)
gau jjut AR (September) sdam s8p hdu =+ (30" day of the month)
sap jyut  +A  (Ociober) | SAaM s@p jat hou =+—3k (31" day of the maﬂ:}
sap jat jyut +— A (November) iiE

(December) * Note that the verb “hai" is unnecessary except when the

{ép jT jyut +=A

speaker wants to emphasize the current time.



What is the date? & (Track 157)

- 1
(h&i) géi jyut ! géi hbu aa?
Q: Subject | (1%) 8 A | W % ?
{to be) (what month) | (what date of the month) [Pt
\ 5 1
I cin jat
B H 1%
{the day before yesterday) fto be) jyut héu
2. | cam jat/(kam jat) (h&i)
4 8/(% 8) 1
{vesterday) {to be) jyut hdu
31 gam jat (hai)
4 B & el
{today) {to be) jyut hdu
4. tTng jat (h&i)
£ B & 1
(tomarrow) {to be) jyut hdu
5. hau jat
% 8 _
(the day after tomorrow) jyut hbu
6. | ngd gé saang j&t (h&i)
# ® % 8 1%
(My birthday) 1o bi) Jyut hdu
= e




B. Co ask and tell days of the week & (Track 158)

gam jat (h&i) sTng kei géi aa?
4 B (k) 2 B # 9F° gam jat (hai) sTng kei jat.
(What day of the week is it today?) L B (%) £ ¥ —-

{Today is Monday.)

gam jat (hai) sTng kei géi / aa?
@g: 4 8§ (1%) (1&i baai géi) of 7
ftoday) (ta be) (what day of the week) [P1]

Day of the Week,
sTng kéi + (No. 1-6). /
(13i baai + (No. 1-6).)

{Mondeay - Saturday)

I

sTng kéi jat  2#— : |3i baai jat ##F— (Monday)
sTng kei jT EH= : |3i baai T #HA=  (Tuesday)
sTng keéi sdam Z# = | |4i baai sGam ##A =  (Wednesday)
sing keéi sei  EZ#m | |&i baai sei MA@ (Thursday)
sing kei ng ZWE | ldibaaing MHFE (Friday)
sTng kei lik 3 |Ai baai Ik N  (Sarday)

gam jat | (hai)
A: 4 B (%)
{today) {to be)

sTng kei jat 2#in8 |&i baai jat MF A (Sunday)
[ Y



€. To ask and tell the year oi birth & (Track 159)

gam nin h&i géi dé nin aa?
& F % & 2 F 9?7

(What year is it this year?)

gam nin h&i jT ling ling baat nin.
& % - F F A #-
(This vear is the vear of 2008.)

. 1. jat saam ling ling nin — =% %% (the year 1300)
ih 2. jat baat Ik cat nin  — At (the year 1867)
saae § o 3. jat gau sei ng nin — @ EE (the year 1945)
"7 | @ean | 4.i71ling ling sdam nin —EE=F (the year 2003)
: 5.7 ling jat jT nin =% — =45 (theyear 2012)
b i ~

bTn nin céot sai gaa?

Q:  Subject # B *® ?

{which year) {be born) [Py

n&i bTn nin céot sai gaa?
#h % £ K o K72

fin which year were you born?)

ngd jat gau gau cat nin céot sai ge.
A — K A £t & B & n
il was born in 1997.)

~__nin céot sai ge.
A:  Subject | __ # - 5
{ _ year) (be born) [Pt]




n. Co ashk and tell when an evenl happens & (Track 160)

né&i géi si sdang jat aa?
# % % B F?
(When is your birthday?)

ngd nT go sTng kei jit saang jat.
# =¥ 2 M B &£ 8-
(This Sunday will be my birthday.)

[ L] L3 7] OR
géi si aa/gaa? . ) )
Q Subject & oF Verbal phrase o S oo 7 1%$ binl nin4
L (when) rg ] Which year
4
1
il = N
A Subject Time word Verbal phrase.,
L _J
i “ ‘
[ e e
| kéoi 1& ‘
. R

. jat gau gau cat nin —HAEF (1997)

2. géu nin ¥ * (last year)
3. sTng kei jat 238 (Sunday)
4. cat dim bun ¥ (7:30)

5. tTng jat A (tomorrow)

+
1
:
i
i
i
:
1

-I:H 1 (b;:-m)

1. céot sai

2. 1éi Hoeng Gong "#%i#& (come to Hong Kong)
3. heoi bou zdap +#E (gofor extra tutorials)
4, faan ok kéi BE A (return home)

5. dak haan 3 M

fhave free time)



£. Chinese zodiacal animals & (Track 161)

.

A & F %

néi stk mat j& s3ng ciu gaa?

H *7

(What animal of the vear do yvou belong to?)

¢ gai
i

(roaster)

¢ ngau
o

fox)

" lung

e
{dragon)

ngo siik syu ge.

# B R #-

{1 belong to the year of rat.)

- i
7

(tiger)

¢ hau

#
(monkey)




M?‘fﬁd‘r@&ﬂﬁ&#kﬁd

TIGER HARE DRAGON SNAKE HORSE MONKEY ROOSTER PIG

% —’F E & % £ 5 iF % % ?53 ¥
- ~

1900 1901 1902 1903 1904 1905 1906 1907 1908 1909 1910 1911

1912 1913 1914 1915 1016 1917 1918 1919 1920 1921 1922 1923
1924 1925 1926 1927 1928 1929 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935
1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947
1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959
1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971
1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983
1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995
1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031
2032 2033 2034 2035 2036 2037 2038 2039 2040 2041 2042 2043
2044 2045 2046 2047 2048 2049 2050 2051 2052 2053 2054 2055
2056 2057 2058 2059 2060 2061 2062 2063 2064 2065 2066 2067
2068 20609 2070 2071 2072 2073 2074 2075 2076 2077 2078 2079
2080 2081 2082 2083 2084 2085 2086 2087 2088 2089 2090 2091

2092 2093 2094 2095 2096 2097 2008 2099 2100 2101 2102 2103



Siruationar Conversation | @ mack 162

e

e

IlilI.lI.I‘li.'l.ll.llillil'lilli.

Farah chats with her tutor

FassEsEEEEREEREREERERERRERREREET

Tutor :

Farah :

Tutor :

Farah :

Tutor :

Farah :

Tutor

Farah .

Farah, néi bTn nin céot sai gaa?
Farah+ 47 # H£ & 1 o ?

(Farah, in which year were you born?)

ngd jat gau gau sei nin céot sai ge.

£ — N A W FE H W g
(f was born in 1994.)

ngd sik gau. néi né?

# B B R R? “Q
(I was born in the year of the dog. And you?) 1
@5

bei mat. ngd stk maau* ge. * Cat does not belong
#H £ - f B 21 o = to the Chinese zodiacal
(It's a secret. 1 was born in the year of the cat.) animals. When someone

says that he/she was
Fi % T ) = TR mmfnf}mymrﬂfthﬂ
gam, néi gei sI saang jat aa” ok, it Derliee )

o o BB 4 B %F7? he/ she wants to hide
(8o, when is your birthday?) his/her age.

ngd cat jyut jat hdu sdang jat, néi né?
2 + A — W £ A %Y
(My birthday is July 1", And you?)

nT go sTng kei jat hai ngd ge saang jat.
E W B ¥ 8 # #H w £ H-
(This Sunday will be my birthday.)

hai mé&? gam, zik néi sdang jat faai |16k aa!
i %7 9% # £ £ B B % 5!
{Really? Then, happy birthday to you!)

do zé&!

$ !
{Thank you!)







Lincuistic Strucrures |

A. ©o say an amount of money

1) Dollars & (Track 167)

In the Hong Kong currency, the basic unit of money (cin 4%) is ‘man &t
fdollar)’. This unit is also used as a measure word, so if you want to express an
amount of money, add ‘man L’ after the numerical value:

: - 1. jat man — &L 81)
Numerical Value : L4 :2‘ st r?ﬂ i
' (dollar) ' 3. sdam man =M ($3)
4. ng man B E (85)
' 5. s&p jT man += (312
iE. iT s&p jT man =+ =8 (322
| 7. gau sap gau man A+s (599
8. jat baak man —EE  (5100)
9.

jat cin man —F&  (31000)

2) Ten-cenl unmits & (Track 168)
In the Hong Kong currency, a unit of money smaller than the dollar *‘man £ is
‘hou zi & F, which is a ten-cent unit (similar to the US ‘dime’). One ‘man #’is
equal to ten ‘hou zi{ £F. In colloquial speech, the shortened form ‘hou &’ is
commonly used. This unit is also a measure word by itself:

B 1.jathou  —& (tencents 10¢) |
-9 : 3 2. 16eng* hou ®E (twenty cents 20 ¢) |
I 10-cent 3. sei hou E (fortycents 40 ¢) |

4. ng hou £ E (fifty cents 50 ¢ )

5. cat hou + & (seventy cents 70 ¢)
L : = F




3) Dollars and ten-cent units & (Track 169)
i. Using ‘go 18’ instead of ‘man #°
In spoken Cantonese, when an amount involves both dollars and ten-cent units,

‘gﬁ 8" is used instead of ‘man &’ for dollars and ‘hou &’ may be omitted.
Also ‘jT =" is used for 2 ten-cent units and ‘bin 3 is used for 5 ten-cent units.

[ = ]
| go I
Figure of doflar : 18 : Figure of ten-cent
| [MW] |
1. baat go jat bet Al — & ($8.10)

2. ng sap gau go sdGam bet E+AB=X (35930
3. jat baak ling sei go lik hbetG — & £ w i@~ & (5104.60)

4. ok go bun 7 18 ¥ ($6.50)
5. |1beng go |1 = (52.20)
el VLR

A

ii. Omission of ‘|t —° in One dollar plus Ten-cent units

It is usual for local speakers to drop the *jat —’ for the case when ten-cent units
follow a single dollar:

] . )
jat [ go I

~ : {8 : Figure of ten-cent
fone) i [fMW] I

1.j/8f go jat ~E— (3110
2.j8TgojT AE= ($L20
3. jaf go séi AfBw ($1.40)
4. jat go bun #~M@¥ (51.50)
5.j8T go cat A~ (51.70)
S i i




%5 How much is it? (géi do cin aa? & 455 ?)
a) $28.00  b) $39.90  c) $46.50  d) $122.20 ) $888.80

n 20¢ g) 50¢ h) $1.70 i) $1.50 i) $1.90




go d&an gdu géi do cin aa?
W OE O HE & £ & 57

(How much is this cake?)

 baat s&p man jat bong. nT gé jat baak Iuk s&p man.
A b A == ke WA — H 2% o e
_____f{.rii'_eigkry dollars for one pound. This ane costs a hundred and sixry dallars.)

.
géi dé cin* aa?

Q0: Subject % £ & o 7
(how much money) [Pi]

* Note that “géi dd cin” can be shortened as “géi cin” in colloguial speech,

This one: (SeeL.8) This + Noun: (SeeL.8)
T T T
ni 1 nt ! |
g, : Measure word o, : Measure word : Noun
{this) | fthis) | |
ey T 1
i.go M ‘ 1.go 1@ ‘ 1. jan A (person)
2.gaa ¥ 2.gaa % | |2 baasi B4+ (hus)
7 i , i “ = s len knit
3.gin # | | 3.gin # | |3.laang sdam %% L‘:ﬁ;" o
| 4. deoi # | 4. deoi # 4. haai ¥ (shoes)



That one: (See .8 That + Noun: (Seel.8) & (Tracki71)

I I I
96 [ ﬂé [ [
ol ! Measure word il ' Measure word | Noun
(that) (that) | :
L . ! I
1.bin & | 1. z8ap zi it (magazine)
gl A # | | 2. ngaan sTk bat # & % (colour pencil)
3. zdeng & | | 3. toi /4 (table: desk)
"‘E. baa e ‘4. gaau zin W (scissors)
Price for a quantity of things (1): & (Track 172)
|
Subject {;:: I)} 3 Piotos : Quantity.
(Noun) (to .E;E,} | (Number + Measure word)
I

I I MG T

daan gou 1. sdam s&p man ldeng gin =+ & &% (1wo for $30)
- 2. sap ng man jat gTn +EB— (onefor $15))
. (cake) 3. baat sdp man jat béng ANt — (one pound for $80)




2. Number of objects
A measure word (MW) hel
features of shape,
alone usually cannot function €
a measure word inserted betwee

ps describe the quantity and quality (such as dlstmc e
patural kind and function) of a noun in counting, A numl_,
nough as an attributive and must be combineq with
n the cardinal number and the noun it modifies, ;

Numeral + ma___gy_rg_wgﬂ + Noun/Nominal phrase

For example: @ CD -T47

jat' go® jan*

jat' gaa® cé’

jat' gin® saam’
jat' gaan' fong?
jat" ban? syu’
jat' zek® gau?
jat' deoi® haai*
jat' tiu* fu

jat' zoeng' zi?
jat' zT* bat"

jat" bi* zau?

jat" win? faan®
jat' dTp® coi®
jat' glin® ho? I6k°
jat' fan® saam’ man* z7®

one person

one vehicle i
one piece of clothirig
one room i
one book
one dog : X
one pair of shoes o8
one (pair of) trousers _‘ :
one sheet of p_apf;?‘ i I
one pen : :
one glass ( cup ) of wm
one bowl of rice o ;
one plgte\ofizege‘t
one can of c'okie P

one sandwich

2




Here are some common measure words: ¥ CD -T46

1) g(°)3 18 |for persons; round objects; abstract things, such as questions or ideas

2) géa3 %2 \for vehicles; machines, e. g. cars, airplane.

3) |gin® |# |for upper body items of clothing, e.g. shirt, coat.

4) |gaan' |l \for buildings; houses; rooms

5) |bun? |& lfor books; magazines

6) |zek® |& |for most animals; ships; one of a pair

7) |deoi® |¥t |for a pair of objects, such as shoes, hands, chopsticks

8) |tiu* |#& |for streets or things that are long and narrow

9) |zbeng'|7k |for paper; cards; objects with a flat surface, such as chairs, tables, etc.
10)|z1? A% |for objects that are cylindrical, rigid, long and thin, e.g. pens, cigarettes
11)|bTGi' |# |literally a “cup”, for the quantity of something that a cup will hold
12)\wiln? |# |literally a “bowl”, for quantity of something that a bowl will hold
13)|dTp® |# |literally a “plate”, for quantity of something that a plate will hold

14) gf.ln:’ # |literally a “can” , for quantity of something that a can will hold
15)|fan® |4 |for objects in a set, such as documents, newspapers; a sandwich or a job




Price for a quantity of things (1): & (Track 172)

optional
|
L
Subject {{hg i)} Pric IL Quantity.
i i
(Noun) (to be) | (Number + Measure word)
I

I I i

‘d3an gou | | 1. sdam sap man ldéeng gin =+ Mm% (wo for §30)
T # 2. sap ng man jat gin + BB — 1 (onefor §15))
. (cake) | |3, baat sdp man jat bong A t+E— (one pound for $80)




Price for a quantity of things (2):

optional
f 5i)
Quantity +  Subjecr ":;*I)} Pri
s rice.
L Nu. + MW (+ Noun) (10 be) P

T '
1. jat gan coi —F ¥ (acatty of vegetable)
2. jat daa céang — 3148 (a dozen of oranges)

3. jat gun hei séoi —## LK (acan of soft drink)

“ Note that the verb-to-be “hai” is usually 1. sap luk man L (816) |
unnecessary in a statement telling the price 2. s6i Bﬁ[} baat man 9+ Ak ($48)
of something unless the speaker wants to 3. géu man ok fff"}_

emphasize the price. . —



Price for a quantity of things (3):

Subject + quantity + Price







Try o figure out what measﬁr_e -\;vords.."sh._cmld.'l_-aé used

count them with the given numbers.

- A




unting Things with Measure Words N

Subiect E: d; c;'* f;z Try to figure out what measure words should be used for the following 1tems and
(how mch money) [Pi] count them with the given nu $1 423 S 540.8
$63.2




t « Co express a higher degree than what is expected @ (Track 173)

nt %gséu géi jat maan sdam cin lik baak man.
%= 54— % = SR de m M

(This watch cosis thirteen thousand and six hundred dollars )

waa, taai gwai laa.
%+ X X 9

(Wow, it's too expensive,)

e I -
taai | laa.
Subject x 1' Adjective o o
{too) I .I!rP'r}
1. Zing Gwok @ (China) 1. daai A (big)
2. Hoeng Gong & (Hong Kong)| | 2. sai #a  (small)
3. nT go sau bTu RAEF &k (this watch) 3.peng F  (cheap)
4, Can sTn sdang M&%  (Mr Chan) 4. fei B (far)
| 5. Can taai [ ¥ {Mrs. Chan) 5. sau ] {thin)
6. caau faan * iR (friedrice) | | 6. hou sTk & (asn) |
~_ | i

taai hou laal
& I =H)

(It's marvelous!)



D. To state what one wants when ordering food or buying things
™ (Track 174)

sfu zé, né&i jiu mat j& aa?
v g0 R B O 9 97
{Miss, what do you want?)

m gdi, ngd jiu

5 R B
I5eng go min baau.
v‘ﬁ* o8 A

\_ (I want two buns, please.)

th goi, jiu :

"R i, Subject £ Nu + MW : Things.

(please) fwant) |
R I |
1.jat bli  —#% (@cupof) | | 1. syut gou LTHE  (ice-cream)
2. jat bAau — & (apacketof) | |2. syu pin £h (chips)
3. 16eng tiu &k (wo) 3. hdeng z1u ##  (banana)
4.jatgo  —1@ (one) 4. caau faan khfR (fried rice) |
5. jat gun  —# (acanof) 5. héi séoi A7k (soft drink)
6. jat hap —& faboxof) 6

. Wai Taa Naai ##hdn (Vitasoy)

-




Tutor -

Salesperson .

Tutor -

Salesperson -

Tutor .

Salesperson :

Tutor -

m gdi, nT go daan gdu géi db cin aa?
S EEE E B & £ & w7

(How much is this cake please?)

S

=

baat sap man jat béng,
b L[ BHE bk AT

(It's eighty dollars for one pound.)

nT go Iéeng bdng, jat baak Iik sap man.

B & - B X 1+ #o
(This one weighs two pounds and costs 160 dollars.)

waa, taai gwai laa. jat gTn géi cin aa?
% X ¥ H: — # A & F?

(Wow, it's too expensive. How much is one piece?

jat gin sap baat man.

i A A T A

(It is eighteen dollars for one piece.)

gam, m gdi, ngd jiu I1deng gin.
% W A A #-

(Then, I would like to have two pieces please.)

do z& saam sap luk man. jiu m jiu hap aa?
F$F W = 4+ X ®B- REE& £ 57
(Thirty-six dollars, thank you. Do you want a box?)

hou aak, m goi.
¥ -5 K-
(Oh, ves, please.)



Food and Drink

EREZD)
hon3 bou2 baaul

=l

saub sil

=8

saam! man* zi® ¢

&

daan® gou?
Cake

A H
. dungl latl

AR R z’j
Jit6 gau2

SR
Ngau4 paa2

Ste-ak

Wy
//

French fries

e

saal leot?

AT

Ji3 fan2
Spaghetti

>
=

==



i~

HEE :
Daan6 taatl @ Saildolsi2 | Naai5 caa4d | Bol lo4 yau4d

£ -'i o 'Iz...-_f Ft.! -ﬂ'--*:‘ Tﬂ.t_-—:t }]'lr. £k 7'.‘ £l EL&I&"{:-‘{ ? AEANL fe Jr.:lmm
a0 e




P ER
Caau2 faané
Fried rice

Jyu4 daan2 fan2
Fishball noodles

s o
:“E.Caauz ho2/ caau2 min6
# Fried flat noodles/ noodles



