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What’s coming

▶ Two more classes: Nov 29, Dec 6
▶ Test: Dec 13
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SemanƟc roles

GrammaƟcal role

Mapping

Theory

Deriving the mapping between themaƟc roles and GFs

Conclusions
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(1) SemanƟc role (also themaƟc role): a linguisƟcally relevant
type of parƟcipaƟon in an event

▶ Agent – brings the event about
▶ PaƟent – aīected by the event

(2) Mary watered the garden

(3) Marušk-a
Mary-ÄÊÃ

zalila
watered

zahrad-u
garden-���
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(4) Agent-like roles (IÄ®ã®�ãÊÙÝ)

▶ Agent: brings about an event, animate, sense of purpose,
voliƟon
John opened the door.
▶ Causer: brings about the event, unintended, can be inanimate

The wind opened the door.
▶ Instrument: brings about the event, under the control of an

agent, can be inanimate
The key opened the door.
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(6) PaƟent-like roles (UÄ��Ù¦Ê�ÙÝ)

▶ Theme: undergoes a change of locaƟon
John pushed the chair.
▶ PaƟent: undergoes a change of some internal property

The wind cooled the soup.
▶ Eīected objects: change of existence

Bill wrote the leƩer.
▶ Experiencer: a change of mental state

The elecƟon result frightened Mary

(7) a. Petr
Petr

upletl
kniƩed

ten
the

svetr
sweater

(moc)
(too)

širokej
wide

b. *Petr
Petr

otevřel
opened

oči
his.eyes

široký
wide

c. Petr
Petr

otevřel
opened

oči
his.eyes

do
into

široka
wide
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▶ Eīected objects: change of existence

Bill wrote the leƩer.
▶ Experiencer: a change of mental state

The elecƟon result frightened Mary

(7) a. Petr
Petr

upletl
kniƩed

ten
the

svetr
sweater

(moc)
(too)

širokej
wide

b. *Petr
Petr

otevřel
opened

oči
his.eyes

široký
wide

c. Petr
Petr

otevřel
opened

oči
his.eyes

do
into

široka
wide
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▶ Recipient (give me the book)

▶ LocaƟon (live in Tromsø)
▶ Goal (Ňy to Frankfurt)
▶ BeneĮciary (He opened the door for me)
▶ Possessor (my book)
▶ ...
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▶ ThemaƟc roles are Ɵghtly associated to a parƟcular predicate
(with some degree of Ňexibility)

(8) a. Už
already

přišel.
arrived.3sg

‘He has already arrived.

b. Kdo?
who?

c. #I don’t know.

(9) a. už
already

pršelo.
rained.

‘It has rained already.’
b. #Co?

what?
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Typology of predicates

▶ Verbs with an agent and a paƟent = transiƟve verbs

▶ Verbs with only one argument = intransiƟve verbs
▶ Verbs with agent only = unergaƟve verbs
▶ Verbs with a paƟent only = unaccusaƟve verbs

(10)a. Jezero
lake

zamrzlo.
froze.3sg

‘The lake froze.’
b. zamrzlé

frozen
jezero
lake

(11)a. Petr
Petr

kýchl.
sneezed.

b. *kých-lý
sneezed

Petr
Petr

(12)a. Der
the

See
lake

ist
is

gefroren.
frozen

‘The lake has frozen.’
b. Petr

Petr
hat
has

geniest.
sneezed

11 / 50
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SemanƟc roles

GrammaƟcal role

Mapping

Theory

Deriving the mapping between themaƟc roles and GFs
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GrammaƟcal role

(13) the grammaƟcal coding of a semanƟc role

▶ Subject

▶ agrees with the verb
▶ has nominaƟve
▶ precedes the verb
▶ disappears in the inĮniƟve
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▶ Object

▶ follows the verb
▶ has the accusaƟve
▶ preserved in the inĮniƟve
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▶ all arguments are part of the core event
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▶ there exists a subject funcƟon, independent of argument-status
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▶ the agent is closest (but if it is absent, other arguments may
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