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Description of Greece vs. Geography

Ptol. geogr. 1,1,2: Tiic d¢ yewypapiac 1016V €otl TO piav
T€ KOl ovveyn Oekvival TNV £YVOGUEVIV YTV, ®OC &YEl
eOoemg 1€ Kol Oéoemc, kol HEYPL UOVOV TV &v OAoug
TEPLEKTIKOTEPOIG  TEPLYPOPOIS ODTH GLVNUUEVDV, OlOV
KOATT®V Kol TOAE®V peydAwv, €0vdV TE Kol TOTAURY TOV
dEloloymtépwyv, kol  TdV k0O Ekootov  €100C
EMONUOTEPDV.

The property of geography is to represent the known land
mass as one and continuous, as it has grown and is
situated, and down to the individual elements that are
connected with it within the most comprehensive outlines,
such as gulfs and large cities, the more noteworthy
populations and rivers, and what 1s more significant in
terms of the respective shape.

Book 1: Attica

Book 2: Corinth

Book 3: Laconia

Book 4: Messenia

Book 5: Elis

Book 6: Elis

Book 7: Achaea

Book 8: Arcadia

Book 9: Boeotia

Book 10: Phocis, Ozolian Locris
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Description of Greece vs. Chorography

Ptol. geogr. 1,1,1: [...] abtn [scil. Chorography]
LEV ATOTEUVOUEVT] TOVGS KATO UEPOG TOTOVS YWPIC
EKOOTOV Kol K00’ aVTOV gxtifetou,
cuvamoypa@ouévn  mévto  oYedOV Kol  TOl
wkpotata TV dumepiiappovopévey,  olov
MUEVOC KOl KOUOS KOl ONUOVE Kol TOC OO TMV
TPOTOV TOTAUDY EKTPOTAC KO TO TOPOUTANGLO.

Chorography divides the places into sections and
presents each one separately and on its own,
registering almost everything, even the smallest
included elements, such as harbours, villages,

demes, the branches of the first-rank rivers and the
like.

Book 1: Attica

Book 2: Corinth

Book 3: Laconia

Book 4: Messenia

Book 5: Elis

Book 6: Elis

Book 7: Achaea

Book 8: Arcadia

Book 9: Boeotia

Book 10: Phocis, Ozolian Locris

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ
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Added Value of Studying Pausanias

Major Greek source from 2nd century AD
Knowledge about Greek local culture (ctf. Herodotus)
Basis for evaluation of Greek-Roman contacts

Comparison with the teaching poem of Dionysius from Alexandria

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ
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Structure of Today’s Lecture

Introduction (author, work, modern scholarship)
Descriptive sections (4 different types)
Narrative sections (Galatian invasion 279 BC)
Pausanias’ intention

Description of the inhabited world by Dionysius from
Alexandria

Conclusion

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



1.1. The Author: Pausanias

» Born around 115 AD

» Writes from around 155 AD to before 180 A.D.
» Origin maybe Asia Minor (Sipylos / Magnesia)
» Reasonably wealthy

» Close to Second Sophistic Community

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



1.2. The Work: Description of Greece

Book 1: Attica
Book 2: Corinth
Book 3: Laconia
Book 4: Messenia
Book 5: Elis
Book 6: Elis
Book 7: Achaea
Book 8: Arcadia
Book 9: Boeotia

Book 10: Phocis, Ozolian Locris
Book 117
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1.3. Modern Scholarship

Phase 1: Before WWI
Phase 2: Second half of 20th century

Phase 3: After the turn of the millennium

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



2. Descriptive Sections

» Seclection of 23 descriptions of objects, rituals, and
sanctuaries

» Analytical category: immersive potential
» Term ‘topographeme’

Theon prog. 11 (242)

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



Terms

» Memorial

» Monument

» Sight

» Bempnua (1.¢€., 'object of actual or mental contemplation® )
» Lieu de mémoire

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



Typology of Descriptions

. Objective topographemes (objects)

2. Performative topographemes (rituals)

. Objective-performative  topographemes  (combination
object-ritual)

. Sacro-spatial topographemes (sanctuaries)

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



Type 1: The Paintings in the Stoa Poikile

Structural remains of the Stoa
Poikile on the north-western
edge of the ancient Agora in
Athens. Photo: Aaron Plattner.

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



Paus. 1,15,1:

10001 0€ TPOC TNV 6Todv, v IowkiAnv
OVOULALOVGY OO TV YPOPQV |...]

If one goes towards the portico [scil.
coming from the west], which they call
'Coloured' from the paintings |[...]

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



Paus. 1,15.1:

otoav, Nv IlowiAnv ovoudlovctv amod
TOV YPUPOV

the portico, which they call 'the colourful
one' because of the paintings

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



Type 2: The Chthonia Festival in Hermione

Imperial copper coin
from Hermione with
Fulvia Plautilla on
the obverse showing
a victimarius on the
reverse leading a cow
on a rope. Literature:
IMHOOF-BLUMER /
GARDNER 1886, p. 51
and Table M, no. 3.
Image source:
https://www.numisbi
ds.com/n.php?p=lot&
s1id=5218&lot=764
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Paus. 2,35.1:

nopeABoDo1 0€ £C TO THC
‘Eotiog [scil. iepov] [...]

To those who have passed
by to the temple of Hestia

[...]

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



Type 3: The Pelopion

Pelopion in the Altis of
Olympia (view from NE).
Photo: Aaron Plattner.
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Paus. 5,10,10:

T0¢ OVPOC 0 EC1OVTL TOG YOAKOC
[scil. of the temple of Zeus] [...]

If one goes to the bronze doors of
the temple of Zeus [...]

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



Type 4: The Olympieion in Athens

g s gy -t

B e L Wl oo, Olympieion in Athens (view from
' Sl C o (B e T — . .
the eastern tip of the Akropolis over
Hadrian's Gate to the SE). Photo:
Aaron Plattner.
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Paus. 1,18,4

evtevOev [scil. from the
prytaneion] 10061V £C TQ KAT®
NG TOAEMG | ... ]

To those who go downtown
from there [...]

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



Findings Descriptive Sections

» Overall distanced presentation
» Main focus on content and background information

» Perspectivations:

- OT: visible evidence of political and cultural influence

- PT: socio-religious curiosities Self-understanding of
—  Greek communities from

- O-P T: destinations for pilgrims before 2nd century AD

- S-S T: religious centres

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



3. Narrative Sections

» Historical-ethnographic cuttings
» Factual manner
» Herodotean model

» Anchored in the round trip

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



The Galatian Invasion 279 BC

Narrative 1 (Paus. 1,3,4-6)
Narrative 2 (Paus. 10,19,5-10,23)

3 similarities:

- Context

- Starting point
- Purpose

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



Paus. 10,19,5

[Nohotdv 0€ TG €¢ v EAAGO0 €miotpateiog Exel pUEv Tivo uvhiuny kKoi 1 €G TO
BovAgvtplov MUV TO ATTIKOV GUYYPOPT” TPOAYELY OE £C TO CAPEGTEPOV T EC AVDTOVG
Noéinca v 1@ AOY® t@® £ Aghpovc, 0Tl Epywv TV £ml Tovg PapPdpove T UEyIoTO
"EAAnow &vtadda nv. [...]

My report on the Attic Council building also contains a mention of the march of the
Galatians to Greece, but I wanted to make 1t even clearer in the section on Delphi,
because the greatest deeds of the Greeks against the barbarians took place at that time.

]

Paus. 10.20.1-5:
480 BC: 11 200 Greeks Vs. 279 BC: 24 690 Greeks

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



Aetolian City of Kallion (or Kallipolis)
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Findings Narrative Sections

About background of the textual world
Voice of an omniscient narrator
Manner: more or less distanced

Purpose: conveying the significance of the related topographeme for the
respective community

Immersive potential?

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



4. Pausanias’ Intention

Image of an imperial-era exhibition on 'The Cultural Heritage of Pre-Roman Greece’

» Content premise

» Form premise — Approach: historical-critical
» Historical context premise

—_—

Conclusion: The intention is to make research accessible in order to educate.

Pausanias = dpyotordyoc, ictoproypdgpoc, and wepimyng

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



S. Description of the inhabited world by Dionysius from

Alexandria
Pausanias Dionysius
- Description of Greece - Description of the inhabited world
- 2nd half 2nc century AD - 1st half 2nd century AD
- Almost fully extant - Fully extant
- Greek heartland - Oecumene
- Prose - Verse
- Intention: didactic - Intention: didactic

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ
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Potentially Typical Features of an Imperial-Period
‘Genre Periegesis'

Selection of material according to criteria at the author's discretion
Predominant catalogue-like character of the arrangement of knowledge
Provision of an identification figure for the reader

Joint round trip of reader-identification figure and (homodiegetic first-person)
narrator

Virtuality of the round trip

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



Dion. Per. perieg. 1166—1169:

Tocool puev kota yoiov vméptotol Avopec Eacty:
dAAo1 O’ EvBa kai EvBa, kot reipove AAdmVTOL
Hopiot, 0VC OVK AV TIC APLPPAOEME AYOPEDGL
0vnTtoc €V podvol o€ Beol péa TavTo OVVAVTOL.

So many are the most important people on earth;
but others wander here and there across the continents,
infinitely many. No one could possibly name them clearly,

who is a mortal, only the gods find all things easy.

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



Paus. 1,39.3:

Tocadta Katd yvouny v unv Adnvaiolc yvopiumtata v &v te Aoyolg
Kol Oepnuacty, amEKpve 08 Amo TV TOAARY £E apyfic O Adyoc Lot Td
£C CLUYYPOPTV OVI|KOVTOL.

That's how much the Athenians had, in my opinion, in terms of
remarkable stories and sights. From the beginning, my report filtered
what was relevant to the writing from the vast material.

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



Provision of Identification Figure for the Reader

» Phrases denoting its movements

1. Participle in the dative singular or plural (often) in conjunction with a directional
indication
e.g., Paus. 1,28,4: Kotofdot 0& 00K £¢ TV KAT® TOAY GAA'GGOV VIO TA
TpoTOA ... ]
2. Finite verb in the second person singular (with additional participle or without) plus a
directional indication
e.g., Dion. Per. perieg. 481-483: AAN’ OmtdT’ AOp1idoc GKOOV TOPOV AUPLTPITNG
/ eloehdong Emt vnog, Inmoyiny €nt yaiav, / oNelg ipOipov Atoundeog antika
VROOV.

- Translation: ‘if one’
UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



Joint Round Trip of Reader-1d. Figure and Narrator

» Institution of the Greek guide (mepinyng)

» Acting ‘I’ = author

» Complementary ‘You’ = reader

» Akrostichon: Dion. Per. perieg. 112—134: AIONYXZIOY TON ENTOX ®APOY

» Dion. Per. perieg. 1185-1186:

[...] GAAG pol Duvev

aVTOV EK LOKAp®V AvTAEloc €in apolpn.

[...] For my hymns

may I be justly rewarded by the gods!
UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



Dion. Per. perieg. 172-173:

€K 100 O’ AV YEPOPOS TE KOl OOOIECTEPOG €ING,

avOopi Tap’ ALYVAOGGOVTL TUPAVGKOLEVOC T EKOCTO.

Then you should be venerable and more respectable,

if you tell these things in detail to an 1ignorant man.

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



Dion. Per. perieg. 881-886:

‘Pnidim¢ 0’ dv 101 Lourov mOpov avdNcaLLL
yodwv Acing 0 6€ To1 AOyog €v ppeciv €0Tw,
uNd’ Avéuolc eopéotto movnBEviwv yapic Epymv.
Ei ybp pot chea tvoe kotappaccalo kEAevov,

M Téya KOV dALooY dmeTapévmc dyopedolc

Kol ToTapoLg ToAwv te Bty Kal yoiav EKdotnv.

Effortlessly could I name to you the paths

of the countries of Asia, but the words shall remain in your memory,
and not may the reward of hard labour be carried away by winds!
For when you see this path clearly before you,

— well, then perhaps you will be able to tell others

the rivers, the position of the cities and the individual countries.

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



Reception of Dionysius

> 4t century A

D: Avienus

> 6 century A

D: Priscian

» 12t century AD: Eustathius
» Until 15" and 16 century AD

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



Virtuality of the Round Trip

» Dion. Per. perieg. 1181-1185:

Y UeTg 0 fimelpol e Kai lv OAlL yaipete, vijoot, / Voatd T CQ2keavolo kol
iepa yevpato TovTov / Kol wotopol kpfjval te kol ovpea fnoonevta. / "Hon
yap mhonc pev Enédpouov otdpa Oardoong, / §dn &’ Nreipov crolMoOV
wopov- [...]

You continents and 1slands 1n the sea, farewell, / you waters of Okeanos,
sacred streams of the high seas, / you rivers, springs and mountains with
your gorges! / For [ have now passed through every bulge of the sea / And
the circuit of the continents. [...]

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



References to Optical Perceptibility of the Textual World

> Pausanias:

e.g., evtavBa idoic dv (Paus. 10,11,1), Bedoaio o'av (Paus. 10,24,2 and Paus.
10,24,4), dyer (Paus. 10,29,7), anoPréyavtt (Paus. 10,30,6), i 0 anidoig (Paus.
10,31,1)

» Dionysius:

finite form of a verbum videndi 1n the second person singular optative with or
without the particle &v

e.g., 156: 'Ex tod 0’ av kai I1ovtov 1001¢ d1iBdAaccov £6vra.

From there [scil. the cape with the name 'ram's forehead'] one would see that the
Pontos 1s divided into two seas.

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



Dion. Per. perieg. 169—-171:

Toin uev popen kvavavy£og auerTpitng
viv 8¢ to1 fimeipov pudrjcopat 180 dmdonc,
OPpa Kol OVK 610DV TEP EXO1G EDPPACTOV OTOTNV"

Such is the shape of the dark shimmering sea.
But now I want to tell you about the shape of each continent,

so that you may have a clear idea even without having seen 1it.

» opaleo (Engl. ''magine'; 329; 1080; 1128)

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



Dion. Per. perieg. 985-986:

10660V dvevbev Emv, Ocov EBOOLOV IO 00EVGOC

1pO10¢ Kol KpoTvog Avnp AvOCELEY 0dLTNC.

[The Tigris flows east of the Euphrates] at a distance,

which would take a strong and swift walker seven days.

» Pausanias is no travel guide

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



Dion. Per. perieg. 706—717:

Toig &’ émi Kaomin kopaiveton aueirpit.

‘Peia 0¢€ tol kol Tvoe kataypdyoiut Odraccay,
0V P&V dmv andvevde TOpovg, oV Vi TEPHCAC
oL Yép pot Piog €oti pelavawmy Emi vndv,

0VOE Hot Eumopin mwatp®iog, ovd’ €mi I'dyynv
gpyopat, ol mep dAAot, ‘EpvOpaiov St movtov,
YUYNG oVK dAEyovteg, tv’ dometov dAPov Ehmvtal,
oVOE UEV Y pKoaviolg Empicyopal, ovd’ Epeeivm
Kavkaciog kvnuidag EpvBpaiov Apmvav:
aALd Le Movcdmv popéet voog, aite dvvoavtal
VOOV AANLOCVUVNG TOAANV BAa uetpricacor
ovped T’ Hmepdv e Kal aibepinv 000V AoTPpmV.

The Caspian Sea surges against these peoples.

I could easily write to you about this sea, too,

without having seen it from afar or reached it by ship.

For the black ships are not my world,

I am neither a merchant from my father's side, nor do I sail to the
Ganges across the Red Sea as others do without concern
for their lives, to acquire untold riches;

I neither mingle with the Hyrcanians, nor am I in search of
the Caucasian greaves of the Erythraean Arians.

But I am carried by the wits of the muses who are able,
without wandering to cover much of the sea,

mountains, continents and all the way up to the stars.

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



Conclusion Comparison Pausanias — Dionysius

Criteria for evaluation of Pausanias: Quality of

1. Selection of material according to criteria at the author's discretion
2. Predominant catalogue-like character of the arrangement of knowledge

3. Provision of an identification figure for the reader

4. Jomnt round trip of reader-identification figure and (homodiegetic first-person)
narrator

5. Virtuality of the round trip

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



6. Conclusion

» Descriptions: factual communication of content Second Sophistic /
sacralisation of past
,Greekdom* and paideia

/

» Narratives: information on background

didactic intention

e

parallels to Dionysius’ teaching poem

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ



What is Pausanias’ Description of Greece’?

» Image of an imperial-era exhibition on "The Cultural Heritage of Pre-
Roman Greece’

» Benefit 1: fits museal / antiquarian character of contemporary literature
» Benefit 2: clearly and understandably expresses Pausanias' achievements:
1. Knowledge on cultural heritage: great commitment

2. Knowledge arrangement: awareness of ancient mnemonics and
rhetorics

3. Knowledge presentation: thought and concern for an appealing form,
despite the naturally factual character (no miscellany literature)

UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ
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