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Field notes and their role 





PAIRS FOR PRACTICE INTERVIEWS 



SPECIFIC TYPES OF INTERVIEWS 
elite interviews & online 

interviews 



ELITE INTERVIEWS I. Difficulties during approaching 

participants (timing, busy schedule 

of politicians, journalists) 

II. Demands for preparation (particular 

review)  

III. A risk that we won't have a chance 

to do an additional interview with 

the same person  

IV. Different dynamics in a researcher-

participant relationship (participants 

hold equal or greater power) 



What might be advantages of 
online interviews and what might 

be different? 



• Being well prepared with technique 

(choice of platform for a call, recording, 

Wi-Fi connection)  

• Sound and pictures are core 

• Ice breaker – not all tactics from f2f 

interviews will work  

• Difficulties with flow  

• The online choice depends on the topic 

and preferences of the participants 

SPECIFIC CHARACTERISTICS OF ONLINE INTERVIEWS 



Additional methods of data 
collection 

applicable for observation and 
interviewing  







The role of field notes 



A reporter Ella and two editors (Marie and Václav) discuss where the fence that the 
report is supposed to cover is: ‘It is on Macedonian-Greek border!’ ‘No, on Serbian-
Hungarian border!’ ‘No, on Macedonian-Greek border’, Ella says. She had written 
the headline and Václav changed it. Marie supports Ella and says a screen should 
be made, depicting graphically when and where the anti-immigration fences have 
been built. She is flourishing her arms in the air: ‘And they built it first here, then 
here, then here’.  
 
Marie says that ‘we do not look into anything except of the Brussels, so we are 
going to work hard today’. […] Marie sits back against the armchair and sighs: 
‘Oh, what a day again. Nothing happens …’ […] After a while, Marie says in a 
bored way: ‘I should’ve brought the knitting with me’.  

FIELD NOTES (Kotišová, 2017)  



FIELD NOTES AND 
INTERVIEW 

EVALUATION 

Notes about the process of the 

interview 

Reflection of emotions from the 

interview by the interviewer 

Unpleasant questions, pauses, 
hesitance 

Any disturbing elements 

(environment, the intervention of 

other people, ringing phone,..) 



FLOW OF THE RESEARCH SO FAR 

3 Teams (3-4 members) 
You will get one supervisor 
who will be here to provide 
you with support in teams.  
  
 

Getting to know the 
literature. 1st phase 
of literature review – 
gap and narrow scope 
of your interest 

Literature review I.  

Selecting research topics 
and creating Teams 

2-3 questions 

Formulating research questions & aim 

Literature review II.  

You go back to literature 
(narrow to your sub-topic) 

8. 10. 15. 10. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Here you are 22. 10. 

Formulating questions in the 
topic guide  



Any 
questions? 
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• Pictures and presentations motives ​ 
• https://www.pexels.com/​ 
• https://storyset.com/​ 
• https://www.flaticon.com/  
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