
VISUAL NARRATIVE 
SCRIPT BREAKDOWN 
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1.  Whose story is it?  

2.  What does the character need?  

      (what is their flaw? what do they need to learn?) 

3.  What is the inciting incident? 

4.  What does the character want? 

5.  What obstacles are in the character’s way? 

6.  What’s at stake? 

7.  Why should we care? 

8.  What do they learn?  

9.  How and why?  

10. How does it end?  



Plot development  
(Syd Field) 





SCRIPT 

• Narrative structure 

• Formatting / Tech doc 



Marked-up Script (lined script) 

© 2012 Barbara Abelar 



SCRIPT BREAKDOWN / SHOT LIST 



Shooting Schedule 

• Usually by 1st AD 

• Reported to PM 



Director’s Homework 



Shots & framing 



Shots & framing 



Shots & framing 







VISUAL NARRATIVE  
SCRIPT BREAKDOWN  



Visual Narrative 

Example Scene from Drive: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m8rQimLHnk8 



Visual Narrative 1: 
Script breakdown  

Scr eenpl ay Excer pt :  Openi ng Scene 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

INT. BASEMENT - EVENING 

 

A NAKED LIGHTBULB SPARKS TO LIFE.  It dangles from the ceiling 

of a basement. 

 

LIGHT, QUICK FOOTSTEPS AS ANNA CROWE moves down the stairs. 

 

Anna is the rare combination of beauty and innocence.  She 

stands in the chilly basement in an elegant summer dress that 

outlines her slender body.  Her gentle eyes move across the 

empty room and come to rest on a rack of wine bottles covering 

one entire wall. 

 

She walks to the bottles.  Her fingertips slide over the 

labels.  She stops when she finds just the right one.  A tiny 

smile as she slides it out. 

 

Anna turns to leave.  Stops.  She stares at the shadowy 

basement.  It's an unsettling place.  She stands very still 

and watches her breath form a TINY CLOUD IN THE COLD AIR. 

She's visibly uncomfortable. 

 

Anna moves for the staircase in a hurry.  Each step faster 

than the next.  She climbs out of the basement in another 

burst of LIGHT, QUICK FOOTSTEPS. 

 

WE HEAR HER HIT THE LIGHT SWITCH. 

 

THE LIGHTBULB DIES.  DRIPPING BLACK DEVOURS THE ROOM. 

 

           CUT TO:  

INT. DINING ROOM - EVENING 

.... 

 



Find and watch the opening of Sixth Sense 



Example from Shindler’s List: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=itOBJdtBoKM 



Visual Narrative 2: 
Storyboard and 
film scene 


