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Fact-check
= to verify the factual accuracy of
     (Merriam-Webster 1973)



Debunk 
 = to identify disinformation
     (Kvetanová 2020)



Tools, 
practices, 
websites



Practices
Check the headline

Question the source (author, publisher...)

Up-to-date

Links, sources

Encounter

Easy to share?

Emotions



verify the author,

make sure the information is in several other sources,

check the credibility of the source,

check when the report was published,

assess the author's experience with the subject matter covered,

question whether the information matches my existing knowledge

and finally ask myself if the report sounds credible

(McIntyre 2018)



Factcheck.org



CRAAP TEST

• a way to evaluate any type of information, including Web Sites.

• originally created by Sarah Blakeslee, of the University of California at 
Chico's Meriam Library.

Landøy, Popa, Repanovici (2020)



Currency (when?)

1. What is the date of publication?

2. Does the source use recent information?

3. Are the references and/or links current?

4. Does currency matter for this topic? Why or why not?



Relevancy (what?)

1. What aspect of your research question(s) does this source answer?

2. Is the intended audience appropriate for academic research?

3. Does this source provide a new perspective or piece of information?

4. Is this information related to your research?



1. What credentials does the author have?

2. Does the author have any relevant affiliations with a respected university or 
organization?

3. What can you find about the author online?

4. Has the author published on this subject before?

Authority (who?)



Accuracy (what?)

1. Does the source contain any false information or errors?

2. Does the source use reputable sources to support the claims made?

3. Is the information on the web site verifiable and supported by evidence?

4. Does the information seem complete, or are facts missing?



Purpose (why?)

1. Is this information fact or opinion?

2. Why did the author create this web site?

3. What is the purpose of this web site?

4. Is this web site advertising a product or service?

5. Is it educational or informative?



SMELL TEST



IQ ANALYSIS

(Floridi 2019)



PQRST

PREVIEW QUESTION READ SELF-
RECITATION

TEST



Did you know these 
tools?

PQRST

IQ ANALYSIS SMELL TEST

CRAAP TEST



Do you use some these 
tools?

PQRST

IQ ANALYSIS SMELL TEST

CRAAP TEST



Which one is best for 
debunking
fake news?

PQRST

IQ ANALYSIS SMELL TEST

CRAAP TEST



FACT-CHECKING 
WEBSITES

• Bellingcat
• Politifact
• FactCheck.org
• AllSides
•Washington Post Fact Checker
• Snopes
• Hoax Slayer
• CheckYourFact

https://www.bellingcat.com/
https://www.politifact.com/
https://www.factcheck.org/
https://www.allsides.com/unbiased-balanced-news
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/fact-checker/
https://www.snopes.com/
https://www.hoax-slayer.net/
https://checkyourfact.com/










BROWSERS
EXTENSIONS

• B.S. Detector
•Media Bias
• Fact Check Browser Extension
• Project Fib
• Botometer
• BotSlayer

http://bsdetector.tech/
https://mediabiasfactcheck.com/appsextensions/
https://mediabiasfactcheck.com/appsextensions/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/project-fib/njfkbbdphllgkbdomopoiibhdkkohnbf
https://www.rand.org/research/projects/truth-decay/fighting-disinformation/search/items/botometer.html
https://www.rand.org/research/projects/truth-decay/fighting-disinformation/search/items/botslayer.html
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