Pycckuii angaBut

The Alphabet

/

The Russian alphabet was devised by a monk, St. Cyril, who was born
in Thessaloniki, Greece, around A.D. 827. The Russian alphabet is now
g called Cyrillic in honor of St. Cyril.

PYCCKUH AJIPABUT
Letter English Approximate | Letter English Approximate
spelling sound spelling sound
Aa a father Pp r pero (Spanish)
b©6 b bad Cc s sad
BB v very Tt t stain
I'r g gun Yy u boom
o1 d door D h f far
Ee e, ye yet X x kh loch
Eé yo New York I 1 ts cats
2K x zh measure Yy ch child
33 z Z00 I m sh shine
Hu i eel I, 11 shch fresh cheese
i y boy b (hard sign) (no sound)
Kk k ski BbI i hill
JIn | lock b (soft sign) (no sound)
MwMm m man k) e set
Hu n noise 10 10 yu university
Oo 0 or A ya yard
Mo p spin
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1. The Cyrillic alphabet is relatively easy to read. Try to read the following

list of American states in Russian.

1. Texac

2. MonTaHa
3. Konopano
4. Oxnaxdma

There are 33 characters in the Cyrillic alphabet, some of which are the same

as in English.

5. Anabama
6. MuunecOTa
7. ApuszOHa

8. Hugmnana
9. KamudoOphuus

10. drnopuga

SAME AS ENGLISH

Russian letter

Aa Ee Kk

English equivalent a e k m 0 t
2. Read the following Russian words.
1. ToM 3. arom 5. 1éma
2. KOT 4, mama

FAMILIAR LOOKING, BUT DIFFERENT SOUNDING

Russian letter

B |Hu |Pp

Ccec |[VYy | Xx

English equivalent v n r s u kh
3. Read the following American first names.
1. Ckotr 3. Anna 5. Tepéca
2. Mapk 4. Banécca 6. Xyan

DIFFERENT LOOKING, BUT FAMILIAR SOUNDING

Russian letter

bo I'r I | 33

English equivalent

b g d

Z

Russian letter

Nu Jla I (O 1))

English equivalent i 1 p f

4. Read some more American first names.
1. P6Gepr 5. Anam 8. Ilarpuk
2. Tum 6. Kénmmu 9. Jlus
3. I'per 7. Jlhnna 10. Tuddanu
4. Kpuc
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Note: Unstressed o is
pronounced [a] or [3].
See the section Notes
on Pronunciation for
details.



5. The following Russian words sound very much like English.

1. At home children have a Mama and nama.
2. In your room you have a 1dmmna and pazauo.
3. A teenager’s best friend is the Teneon.
4. To get money you go to a 6aHK.
5. When your car is broken you may need to take a Takcs.
6. At the zoo you can see a ramunro, a Turp, and a 3¢6pa.
6. Can you recognize the following musical instruments?
1. rurapa 4. xiapHET
2. Oac-rurapa 5. TpomOOH
3. cakcodoH
INTERESTING S-SOUNDS
K kK has the approximate sound of s in pleasure, usually. 2Kanna is
zh a girl’s name. 2Kupac is an animal you might see at the zoo.
You can read a xypHai. The person who writes in one is a
JKYPHAJIUCT.
I sounds like the last two letters in cats. An African insect that
ts causes sleeping disease is called a nmen¢ fly. When Russian
children want to see clowns they go to the nupk.
Yy looks like the number 4. It is pronounced like ¢/ in child. The
ch Russian spelling of the name Charlie is Yapmn.
I m  is pronounced like sh in shine. All Russian children over six
sh years of age go to a mKoIa.
IOl m  looks like the previous letter with a tail. It is pronounced like
shch  the combination of sh and ch in fresh cheese. The famous
Russian red beet soup is called Gopm.

7. Russians spell English names the way they are pronounced. For instance,
Chelsea would be spelled Yésnicu in Russian. Try to match the English
names with the corresponding Russian spellings.

P WN =

Yapns Jim 5. JIxum Charles
JI>KoH Sean 6. Ixed John
llon Michelle 7. lWapnor  Sharon
[llépon Charlotte 8. Mumén Jeft
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THE YO-, YU-, YA- GROUP

Eé looks like the letter e with dots on. It is pronounced like yo

yo in New York. The two dots on top are optional and are used
mainly in language textbooks. The syllable with & is always
stressed. A Russian Christmas tree is a é1ka.

IOw  looks like the number 10. It is pronounced yu, as in yule.

yu Russians also have a sense of tomop (humor).

A looks like a backwards r. It has the sound of ya, as in yard.

ya SIryap is a large cat and also a make of car.

8. When the letters &, 10, or 1 are not at the beginning of the word, the
sound resembles o, u, and a, respectively. Listen to the recording and
imitate the speaker’s pronunciation of the following Russian names in
which these letters appear in different positions.

1. Anéma 6. Anpgpiomia
2. ®énop 7. SkoB
3. Opa 8. fma
4. Omua 9. Coms
5. Karroma 10. Kona
ADDITIONAL SOUNDS
Wit U xparkoe, short i, looks like m with a hat on. It is pronounced
y like the letter y in boy. In Tex4c you can often see a KOBOO#
(cowboy). U kpatkoe is often used in combination with other
vowels, for example:
ai, ei, Ui, ou, yi, b
The hat on top of the letter i is not optional, unlike the dots on
the letter &.
bl looks as though it is formed of two parts. It sounds like the
i letter i in hill. This letter never starts a word.
TEJIEBA3OPHI televisions tenedOnsl telephones
D3 E obopotHoe, the “backwards e” is pronounced like the e in set.

It is used mostly at the beginning of a word. If your first name
starts with an [e] sound, you should use this letter.

DnuHOp OpuH
DpuK Dnn3adeT
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{™9. Listen to the recording and imitate the speaker’s pronunciation of the
~ following Russian words.

MalKa T-shirt U3BECTHBIH famous

KaHapérKa canary TEJIEBU30PbI televisions

My3€l museum (pYKTHI fruit

pYcCKHii Russian priba fish

IIOXOH bad 3TO this

NOXATyH perhaps DcTOHus Estonia
SPELLING SIGNS

b Msrkuii 3HaK (soft sign) does not have a sound of its own. It is
a spelling sign indicating that the preceding consonant is soft,
or palatalized (more about this in the Notes on Pronunciation).
Outbra is a common first name for women. Do not confuse the
soft sign with the letters B, 0, and bI.

b Teépapiii 3HaK (hard sign) is sometimes used as a separating sign bet-
ween the prefix and the stem of a word. Very few words have this sign.

{™10. Listen to the recording and imitate the speaker’s pronunciation of the
_ following Russian words.

Ospra Olga

IMHCATEIb writer

MTHCHMO letter

O0MbIIOH big

BbE3] entrance (hard sign)

Notes on Pronunciation

Word Stress

The stress may fall on any syllable in a word. To help students pronounce
Russian correctly, the stressed syllable is marked with an accent on the
vowel. You can see the accent marks in textbooks, but not in materials
intended for native speakers. Russians do not normally write the accents. In
this textbook, the stress is marked except in monosyllabic words, and when
the stress falls on a capital letter.

O onepa (stress on the first syllable)
aKTpuca (stress on the second syllable)
TenedOH (stress on the third syllable)
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The syllable with & is always stressed, and therefore no accent mark is needed.

é\ &nka (stress on the first syllable)
Oepésa (stress on the second syllable)

Note: Do not confuse the accent mark on u with the letter ii. The hat is
part of ii and should always be written, whereas the accent on u is optional.
Compare the following:

é\ KapaHJammi (optional accent mark on the letter u)

- My3€EH (i in a stressed syllable preceded by another vowel.
The stress mark on e is optional, but the hat on ii is
required)

The stressed syllable is pronounced with greater emphasis than the unstressed
syllable(s). The vowel in the stressed syllable is slightly longer and more
distinct than in unstressed syllables.

Pronunciation of o, a, e, and 4 in Stressed and
Unstressed Positions

o in a stressed syllable | o in an unstressed syllable
[o]* [a] in a position right before a stressed syllable
OH 30BYT
)_‘[(’)Ma 0HA
[] in other unstressed positions
X0poLIO
npodéccop
* Notice that the Russian letter o does not have the u-glide, as in the English
word home.
ain a stressed syllable | a in an unstressed syllable
[a] [a] in a position right before a stressed syllable
Mama MaIIfiHa
[3] in other unstressed positions
CyMKa

é\ 1. Listen to the recording and imitate the speaker’s pronunciation of the
~ following words.

o in the stressed syllable o in the unstressed syllable
npupoga  nature ropa mountain

ropbl  mountains noka bye

Mapaon marathon 10 cBUganust  good-bye

cobaka dog
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o in different positions
wioxo  badly

IoX0u  bad

xopomid  well

noroga  weather
nopona breed

ropoma cities

oopona beard

rojioca voices

e in a stressed syllable

e in an unstressed syllable

[e]

raséra

[1]

peka

{™2. Listen and repeat.

e in the stressed syllable
CTYOEHT student
crioprcMénka  athlete f.
npodéccop  professor

e in the unstressed syllable
Texac Texas

MeTpd  subway
AMEPUKAHCKUH  American

1 in stressed syllables

4 in unstressed syllables

[va] [ya] at the end of the word
pycckas

SPKO [yi] at the beginning of a word
SI3BIK

[i] in other unstressed positions

éCATh

{™3. Listen and repeat.

4 in the stressed syllable
10710K0  apple

Mmasik  lighthouse

ScHO  clearly

unstressed g at the end of a word
Anrmus  England

xopomasi  good

wioxast bad

unstressed g at the beginning
a0 egg
SHBApb  January

unstressed 1 in other positions
AEBATb  nine

ISATHIETKA  five-year plan
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Hard and Soft Consonants

Most Russian consonants have a soft (palatalized) and a hard (nonpalatalized)
variant and, therefore, two different pronunciations. The palatalized
consonants are pronounced with tongue high and forward in the mouth.

A consonant is a 3 0 y Bl o (before another
hard before the consonant)
following:

A consonant is Py e é 0 51 b

soft before the

following:

é\ 4. Listen to the recording and repeat the following words.

JIEHTa (soft )
JIAMIa (hard I)
macra (hard s)
MHChMO (soft s)
AJLJTUTATOP (hard r)
Hropsb (soft r)

é\ 5. Listen to the pronunciation of the hard and soft variants of the following
consonants. Repeat after the recording.

consonant hard soft

b) JIaMria JIEHTa (e follows)
3 30HT raséra

I Jamma ) () (& follows)
T TOM TETH

p poK TypHUCT (m follows)
1 Jlapa Wi

H Anna Tansa (a1 follows)
T Tamépa Kara

T Tyna KaTroma (10 follows)
c cyMKa CHOPIIPH3

I Boara Ousbra (soft sign follows)
c nacra MUCBhMO
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The Letters e, €, 1, and 10 at the Beginning of Words
or After Another Vowel

The letters e, &, 51, and 10 start with a distinct y-sound at the beginning of a
word and after another vowel.

{™6. Listen and repeat.

Beginning of word
écnu

Ekareprina

Enéna

é1Ka

€XKHK

SICHO

Ama

KOpa

IOnTep

After another vowel
Kpacrsee

eé

pycckas

CyIIaK0

{™7. Listen and repeat. After a consonant, the letters e, &, s1, and 10 have a
" vowel sound only.

Jléna

Anéma

Tans

Karromra

{™8. Listen and repeat. Notice the difference between the letters 3 and e.

) e
Dpuka Enéna
HTO éciu

If your name is Eric, Elizabeth, Elinor, or the like, the Russian spelling
should start with an 3; otherwise, your name will be mispronounced.
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Voiced and Voiceless Consonants

The distinction between voiced and voiceless consonants exists in many
languages, including English (b/p, v/f, d/t, etc.). Twelve Russian consonants
can be arranged into voiced and voiceless pairs.

voiced

0

B r I X 3

voiceless

II

i) K T 1 c

Words ending in a voiced consonant are pronounced with the corresponding
voiceless consonant. A native Russian with a typical Russian accept might

say in English

I'm goink to a meetink.

or: I'm hungry. I want some foot.

9. Listen to the devoicing of consonants in the following words. The actual
pronunciation is given in brackets. Repeat after the recording.

KJy0
HBanoB
Apyr
ropon
MY
ras

[

. B . . .

]

-]

Consonant assimilation takes places in consonant clusters containing both
voiced and voiceless consonants. The second consonant in the cluster
determines the quality of the first one.

10. Listen and repeat. If the second consonant is voiced, the first one is

pronounced voiced.

oTaén [agmer]

BOK34JI [Bar3ai]

If the second consonant is voiceless, the first one is pronounced

voiceless.

KaBkas3 [kadkac]

JIOXKKa [JIOIIKa]
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Cursive Writing Chart

Printed | Italics Cursive

Aa Aa Aa

bo6 o6 5d

BB Be B8 | Lowercase 4is a tall letter.

I'r re T2 Lowercase 2 has rounded corners.

I Ao W/ 2

Ee Ee Ce

XK x Kox W ne

33 33 F3 | Uppercase 3looks like the number 3.

Un Hu U

Wit Hii UZa | The “hat”is required.

Kk Kk K% | Lowercase #is a short letter.

JIn Jn Au This letter has a hook in front.

Mwm Mwm M | 'This letter has a hook in front.

Hu Hn Hu

Oo Oo Oo

Mo Iin T n

Pp Pp Pn | Lowercase s is not closed.

Cc Cc Ce

Tr T'm JLm | Lowercase 7 often has a line on top to distinguish it from w.
Yy Yy Yy | Uppercase ¥ does not extend below the line.
dd D P P

X x Xx A

I Hu Uy The tail on this letter is very small.

Yu Qu Y4 | Lowercase « has sharp corners.

T o IIhw W w | Lowercase w often has a line under it to distinguish it from 7.
I, 1 I w U wy, | The tail on this letter is very small.

b b “ This letter has a square top.

bl bl 6

b b & Do not confuse the soft sign with the letter 4.
Ckc 93 Fe Do not confuse with J.

0w 10w 0w

da Aa Sa This letter has a hook in front.
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Notes on Cursive Writing

1.

Letters #, 7V, 77V, and £ are connected to the top. The left-side
downward stroke needs to stay intact.

nana, mmya/, Hen, OﬂzO/Mﬂ/, RA, G/IWLM,
071/0%(/0777/

The Russian letter 1 looks like this in cursive: ? ya,, W

Notice the difference between the letters r 2 (rounded corners) and
4 ‘¢ (sharp corners).

W, /w/wy Very, ROHEIHO
The upper case Y does not extend below the line, unlike the lower

case ?
Wbﬂzﬂt&ﬂ'b m/ym/, OﬂWﬁm

The letter ¢ has a very small tail:  ¢€t€, rUlti

. Band Lare the only tall letters.

abiyom, bao danan, gecpa

The soft sign is a small letter that looks like the number “six”” Do
not confuse it with the letter 0.

1 ?M, ucCamedtst, 0/teHb
The letter 6¢ looks like the soft sign with an extra line.
b, &0, M, WMW%&

D has a circular shape with a line in the middle, whereas the upper-
case 3 looks like the number “three”  Jusa

D is connected to the next letter from the middle: 8720
Since the word 510 is one of the first words you will learn, make
sure that you learn to write it correctly.

amaoe, amae, Mo
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10.

1.

12.

The letterst, 4, and & have a “hook” in the front only.

MOHL
p—
Mens, gobym Jlloms.
Do not confuse the letter u with i1. The u kpatkoe (i) often appears

after another vowel: aii, e, uit oii, yii, biit. The “hat” on the letter is
required.

Pay special attention to words with one u:

7o - Ww (no “hat”)
but: /byoomw’/

Also, do not confuse a stress mark on u (used in your textbook)
with the letter .

KPOKOJINT
Leave the stress marks out in cursive.

The letter #¢ ends with a downward stroke. Do not confuse it with
the English “w”

w wanria, WW
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