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when, how, which, ...)

> Constituents can be given as a response to a question
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Summarising the result

sentence

subject ?predicate? object adverbial

the customer in the corner will order the drinks before the meal
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P> These tests can only show that something is a constituent.
> They cannot be used to show that something is not a constituent

» One way implication: if a string has the property X, then it is a
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(36)
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subject anchored event

The customer in the corner will modified event

/\

plain event adverbial

order  object  before the dinner

the drinks
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Binary branching (hypothesis)

(37) All branching in natural language is binary.
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d. co-ordinated

e. elided

a. | saw that movie. (demonstrative detrminer)

b. Isaw that. (demonstrative pronoun)

c. |saw that mevie. (noun ellipsis)
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a. Juanestdleyendola revista. (definite detrminer)

Juanis reading the magazine

37/37



Handle with care

(40)

(41)

(42)

Constituents can be

a. replaced by a pronoun

b. moved around

c. provided as an answer to a question

d. co-ordinated

e. elided

a. | saw that movie. (demonstrative detrminer)
b. Isaw that. (demonstrative pronoun)

c. |saw that mevie. (noun ellipsis)

Spanish

a. Juanestdleyendola revista. (definite detrminer)
Juanis reading the magazine

b. Juan la estd leyendo. (pronoun)
Juanitis reading
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