Karel Capek, The White Plague, trans. by Peter Majer and Cathy Porter

The White Plague can be construed as an openly political play in which Karel Capek warns against
the danger of impending Nazi totalitarianism. The plot is simple: people who have reached middle-
age and are most likely in positions of power and influence become victims to a pandemic of an
infectious disease: an incurable white plague. In a war-mongering dictatorship very much like Nazi
Germany, a heroic doctor, Dr. Galén, discovers a cure for the disease, but he refuses to make it
generally available unless the country’s dictator and its military-industrial complex abandon their
militarism and pledge themselves to eternal peace. This allows the author to examine several
complex ethical dilemmas.
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