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The Owners 2019 
> Directed by Jiří Havelka 

> Released 19 November 2019 

> Advertised as a comedy/drama  

> Depicts a meeting between owners of units within an 

apartment building  

> simple concept, bigger meaning  



Wider Context 
out with Owners 

(2019) 

 Czechoslovakia under Communist regime until November 

1989 

 Czech Republic and Slovakia from 1993  

 Communism as a beneficial means of governance? 



Reflection of 
Czech Society 

 Metaphor based 

 Democracy – each person/couple represents a factor 

within the Czech democracy today 

 Legislative nonsense = failing to make important changes 



Mr & Mrs. Zahrádková 

 
> Chair of the committee 
> Secretary 
> Activists 
> Bribery? 



Society 
representations 

Ms. Horváthová = Idiocy  

Mr. Kubát  = Nostalgic communist 

Mrs. Procházková = selfishness 

Mr. Nitranský and New tenants = Xenophobia 

Mr. Svec = Pensioners  

Mr. Sokol = Intellectuals 

 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt10583170/characters/nm0895249?ref_=tt_cl_c_3
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt10583170/characters/nm0529432?ref_=tt_cl_c_4
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt10583170/characters/nm0866673?ref_=tt_cl_c_5
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt10583170/characters/nm2982817?ref_=tt_cl_c_7
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt10583170/characters/nm1027253?ref_=tt_cl_c_11
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt10583170/characters/nm0873398?ref_=tt_cl_c_12


 
> Sons of deceased tenant 
> Opportunists 
 
 
> Focuses on legislative issues 
and following the rules 
> Debilitates real change? 



Conclusions - 
Failings of a 
modern day 
democracy? 
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