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What does the kanji [ B | mean? It means ‘the sun.” What does the kanji [ A |
mean? It means “the moon.” Then, what do you think the kanji [ B3] means? It means
“bright!”

Some kanji are made by combining rather simple characters. Now, guess the

meanings of the following kanji.

1. PR 2. FK 3. #% 4. 4% 5. 4 6. 55
7 Faﬂ 8. ﬁ

Look at the following examples and see how each character was combined and

made into a new meaning.

Combination —» Kanji “KUN” “ON” Meaning
B + B — EH HH-5H\ A A bright
sun moon both the sun and the moon are ‘bright

A + K - {71( -y Fav rest

man tree aman is resting beside a tree
A+ K = 4K »or 5 4 body
man origin the origin of man is ‘the body’
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Combination —» Kanji  “KUN” “ON” Meaning

4+ F - F -3 =k like

woman  child a woman loves a child
H + 45 — % bYrZ A man, male
rice field power ‘aman’ is powerful in the rice field

K+ K — 7}‘7}( (x> L ) wood, grove

tree tree two trees make ‘a wood’

K+ K+ K — fy]% ) 2 g forest

tree tree tree three trees make ‘a forest
M+ B — Faa Huiz 77 between
gate sun the sun can be seen ‘between’ the doors
XK+ @B - *B (7173 cultivated field
fire field burn up the field and make ‘a cultivated field
W+ B2 - 7%-,_1 \V 4 77 rock
mountain  stone a big stone in the mountain is ‘a rock’

Y¢ Most kanji were adopted from China, however, there are some kanji that origi-
nated in Japan. For example, 2@‘1 , %Z < (to work), ;"i (mountain pass) are of
Japanese origin. Therefore, they do not have “'ON YOMI™ (Chinese Reading).
Many kanji used to express the names of fish and plant are of Japanese origin.

e.g. fg;‘ (cod) ﬁ% (sardine)
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2D XIXZAETF (Basic Kanji)

e L& AL A>33 (<F2)
bright Hh-H\ A4
E clear H-115 (8)
|..|n\R |8 |B) |BT]|BF|BH

EH (H 1) A\ \ bright, cheerful
Eﬂ (%) 1T A tobreak (to dawn)

*B}EJ H@&LAE ST/ &Hs5-125) tomorrow
SHEH (¢ # )¢ 5 to explain

rest Y- Fary
(6)
L. =L 1|47
U PTUTA R
RE4) L torest, to be absent KRB (20 5-L") holiday
R (%4) & break, holiday
body AR g4
(7)

[ |

’le-( (45 72) body

'ﬁsﬁ (#=\r+ 1) x {) physical strength

{ZFE (#z\r-\v <) physical education
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HF L& A& >33 (#<F3)

‘ﬁg‘ Eifeorable jzﬁﬁ‘ 77 (6)
L E R T

FF () F A0 favorite TF ) D M5 tobe liked
#:‘)7'3[@ (29 +332) one's favorite food

man br g
male + (7)

%(BZ Z) man %‘%‘#i(?‘:/@ L-%4%< -4\") male student
%(HZ 2)DF(2) boy %%(BI 9 -7 A) the eldest son

M ;vrzcii L ) v )

AR(E%° L) wood, Japanese surname PRIE(YA-Fr) forestry
JINVBR(Z-13%° L) Japanese sumame

forest ) >
%\K (12)

"‘ ...... '3‘ 71‘7?“\ zh fK {K ;K;T} ﬁ\_ %? 7?71\{

ﬁ( t 1)) forest, Japanese surname %;]‘d}‘)]i( LA-Y A) woods and forests
%}]‘(E (%) - 72) Japanese surname




53

55

s 0 <hin 4733 (#<3))
between AR 77 v
FE interval F (12)

PP

-1
<10

7| | Fed

i

] p ..... r |

Rl (#1172) between
Faﬂ(i) (:é\(?ﬂ ) to be on time

——“ﬁ‘Fﬁﬂ (\WB-RA -5 A) one year

H#FEE (L-#A) time

cultivated field (L7
I 137 @)
A \
iﬂ} (12 7-11) cultivated field B iﬂ] (7=+137:) field of rice and crops
TE*H} (I3 % - (L7 1F) flower garden
v | rock Wb 77
E (8)
7T A A | e

7%' (\ ) rock

7uE.':_ H b r2) Japanese surname

7”547[5 (YA -4 %) rocks and stones

K % (H XA 5°AL) volcanic rock
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22 £#NAL®S (Reading Exercises)

I. Write the readings of the following kanji in Hiragana.

AR 25/ 4R 4 B s E2 o 6w
H s BHA o fFEA w0 Rk 1 Bk
mE?ﬁ

p—

~

II. Read the following words and sentences.

. ;FZ\ (X ﬁ-kﬁ- 7.‘)‘?(} x T4, Ilike physical education.
Wy

[—

[\

B F 4 ¥ 4 F %4 male students and female students

3. B DA YL %D A menand women

4. FEFZDOBIIN AP V) F 4, Thereis a river between the forests.
SSBHSWERDF THRA F L 7=, We took a rest in a bright forest.

6. HDMI ML ET—RHE LS F,

It takes about one hour to reach that small mountain.

7. 7%1 5= f_( AJ ‘i HH %) \ \A T"qy o Mr./Ms. Iwata is a cheerful man.

8. LLI D EIC km 75“ ZF) ‘) ff ’9" o There are cultivated fields on the top of the mountain.



'2-3 ENhAL®D (Writing Exercises)

I. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate kanji.

1. tree X 2 =wood

X 2 =

* (x> L

3. woman + child = like

4

BA% - T

5. sun + moon = bright

4

[0) 2% HHn

7. gate + sun = between

L

t A ) Hur:

9. fire + field = cultivated field

4

(X

[0 7= (L 717
11. boy
brl z A L

2.

10.

12.

tree X 3 = forest

X 3 =

¥ )

. rice field + power = man

4

7= 505 BbY

. man -+ tree = to rest

4

(/R4 * X
. mountain + stone = rock
X F Wi W
man and woman
brZ bBAY A L&
body’s power = physical strength

D

AP L5 7=vy ) 1 K
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10.

12.

Write the appropriate kanji based on the meaning of the word.

. for one minute 2. for two hours 3. for three days

B

W A A (< L A N AN AV

. for four weeks 5. for five months 6. for six years

] 0

A Lno KA . (- HnA 5 AL DA
. forests and woods 8. holiday 9. inactive volcano
LA WA ¥ L7 *Fng A TL
physical education 11. I like cheerful people.
i} g A I /A R
/SARIRRN =L HH nr ki

Those men are Mr. Kobayashi and Mr. Iwata.

H D D -6 14 ALY

bl (R4 3L

SATE

Wh 7-




