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Fig.14.8 Mechanism of transduction in the

vestibular hair cell. Movement @ in the direc-

tion of increasing cilia height stretches thin in-

terciliary strands @, This causes an increase in

membrane conductance to K* @, which moves

into the cilium down its concentration gradient

Inner Stereccilia  Tectorial (extracellular K concentration is very high in

ngir el membrane the endolymph). The resulting depolarization

2’;::: O spreads into the cell @, triggering transmitter

' release at the hair cell synapse onto vestibular
nerve sensory terminals ®. See text.
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