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tion of the southern Appalachians. By about 225 million years ago, at the close
of the Paleozoic Era, Pangaea was one vast landmass that stretched from pole
to pole. Virtually all of the Earth’s continental lithosphere remained joined to-
gether for the next 50 million years or more, until Pangaea began to rift and
water flowed in to form the modern oceans.
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First attempts at reconstructing

based on the incomplete theory of

High and Dry

Pangaea’s breakup ended and a basins, which lowered sea level.
new cycle of continental collision Migration routes emerged, and
began. Africa hit Europe, and India  land animals flourished. But greater
rammed into Asia, thrusting up the  expanses of heat-reflecting land
Alps and Himalaya. Continental helped cool Earth and allowed ice
compression led to widened ocean  to remain year-round in Antarctica.
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At the peak of th
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familiar continental outlines, lowering
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