There can be little doubt that contemporary social

theory contains a great deal of jargon! One might easily
conclude that this terminology is pretentious, un-
necessarily duplicating existing terms that are perfectly
adequate, or else elevating simple ideas with grandiose
labels. However, this conclusion would be a mistake,
for underpinning the vast majority of new terms are
serious atlempls to come to grips with the complexity
of contemporary social change. The very best social
science makes us rethink our existing ‘common-sense’
and taken-for-granted notions about the world, but in
order to do this new words and forms of language are
often needed. The main problem is, of course, keep-
ing pace with the sheer number and diversity of these

COHCEPTS.

To assist you in this task the following glossary conlains
definitions of all the main concepts used in this book
(together with a few others that are commonly used
in geography and urban studies). Wherever possible we
have attempted to convey the essence of the concepts in
an accessible manner. One word of warning, however:
this has often involved considerable simplification —
concepts such as ideology and the underclass really
deserve books Lo themselves. Furthermore, these con-
cepts should not be regarded as definitive, or set in stone.
Concepts are never static but are continually evolving
as people dispute their meaning. There is a danger in
this context that precise, scemingly watertight defini-
tions can be constraining or misleading. Nevertheless,
one has to start somewhere and we hope this glossary,
together with the rest of the book, will encourage you to
follow up some of these ideas in greater detail. We have
incorporated extensive cross-referencing to related
concepls to help you in this task (all words in italics arc
defined below).
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Ableist geography  Geographical studies thal assume
people are able-bodied, thereby ignoring the problems faced
by those with disabilities. Such studies contribute Lo the

continuing oppression of disabled people.

Accumnulation A term associated within Marxian theory
to reler Lo the processes by which capital is acquired. The
term alludes Lo a system in which the ownership of wealth
and property is highly concentraled and not just Lo a system

based on prolil making,

Action (or activity) space A term used in behavioural
studies of residential mobility to indicate the sum of all the
areas in a city with which people have direct contact. See

awareriess space, aspiration region.

Aestheticization (of everyday life)  Originally used to denote
situations where issucs of class conflict were obscured by
appeals to high art. Now used in a broader sense to indic-
ate the increasing importance of signs or appearances in
everyday life. Especially applied to processes of consump-
tion and material objects {including buildings) which are
seen as indicating of the social position of the user. See also

exchange value, positional good, symbolic capital, use value,

Agency  The capacity of people to make choices and
take actions to affect their destinies, Oflen plaved down in
structuralism and deterministic theories. Also termed fman

agency. Contrast with economic determinism. See reflexivity,

Ageographia Sorkin's term to indicate that the post-
modern city may be likened to a theme park centred around
Disnev-like simulations. Sce Disneyfication, hyperreality,

postmodernisi, simulacra,

Alienation A term used generally to indicate the ways in
which people’s capacities are dominated by others. Used in
Marxist theory to indicate the loss of control that workers
have over their labour and the things they make in a capitalist

mode of production.




Alterity A term used in postcolonial theory to indicale a
cultire that is radically different from and totally outside
that to which it is opposed. Disputed by those who argue thal

all cultures evolve in relation to one another. See lybridity.

Ambivalence A term used in postcolonial theory Lo describe
the mixture of attraction and repulsion that characterizes the
relationship between the colonizer and the colonized. It is
argued that all colonial relationships are ambivalent because
the colonizers do not want Lo be copied exactly. Imitation
can lead Lo mimicry. Ambivalence tends to decentre power

since it can lead to hybridity on the part of those in power,

Andocentrism  An approach that privileges men and down-

plays women. Sec feninism, sexisn.

Anomie A situation in which people are less affected by
conventions and established social norms. Often associaled

with the isolation of urban life. See Gesellschafr.

Anti-essentialism  Rejection of the idea that there is some
underlying essence to phenomena such as truth or natural

identity. The opposite ol essentialisn,
Anti-scalar approach  An approach which argues that social

and cconomic processes cannot be restricted to particular

bounded geoeraphical spaces or Tevels” of analvsis such as the
HeOgnap i

region or nation. See network society,

neighbourhood,

s e 5 - Ay I e
proach, spaces of flows.

Appropriation  The taking over of elements of imperial

socielies, See ambivalence, hylbridity,

culture by postcoloni
miimicry. Also used ina broader sense to denote the borrow-
ing and mixing together ol different cultural elements.
Especially applied to popular music and its numerous sub-

ncretism. See bricolage.

genres. Also known as s

Area-based urban policy  Policies targeted at particular urban
7 o

areas (e.g. enterprise zones).

Arveal differentiation Another term for residential (or

sociospatial) differentiation. May also be used in a general
sense Lo reler Lo areas with commercial or industrial activily

rather than just the social fabric of cilies.

Aspiration region {or space) A term used in behavioural
studies of residential mobility to indicate the areas ol a city

to which a potential mover aspires — the product of both

activily space and awareness space.

Assetsales  The sale of publicly owned organizations (such
as utilities) and assets (such as public housing) to the pri-

vate sector. See privatization

Assimilation The process whereby a mninorit

incarporated into the wider society {or charter group). Can

be behavioural assimitlation ov structural assimilation. May

explain degrees of segregation.

‘Asylum-without-walls’  Another term for the service-

dependent ghetio.
Authenticity The idea that there is a pure, basic culrure,

Disputed by the notion of ambivalence. Used in postmodern
theory to distinguish ‘reality’ from copies of the real known

as simulacra. See also fivbridity.

Authority constraint A term used within Hagerstrand'’s

iphy to indicate the influence of laws and customs

upon daily lives. See capability constraint, coupling constraint,

Automobility A concept that looks at the way in which
the automobile and all the systems that support it have a

domin

ting influence upon the lives ol people in Western

societies.

Awareness space  All the areas of a city of which a person
or household has knowledge resulting from both direct
contacl {activity space) and indirect sources of information

(e.e. newspapers, estate agenls). See aspiration region.

Balkanization A metaphor for the administrative sub
division of US cities into numerous local governments. Also

known as metropolitan fragmentation.

Banlieue Poor-quality suburban areas of Trench cilies
occupied by immigrants. Also termed bidonvilles,

Behavioural approach  An approach that examines people’s

activities and decision-making processes within their per-

ceived worlds. See behavionralism.

Behavioural assimilation  The process whereby a minority

group adopts the culrure of the wider society {or charter

group). Contrast with structural assimilation.

Behaviouralism  An approach in psvchology which recog
nizes that human responses to stimuli are mediated by

social factors. Contrast with befiaviourisim.

Behaviourism  An earlv approach in psychology that exam-
ined the responses of people to particular stimuli. Tended

to ignore mediation by social factors, See behaviouralisi.

‘Betweenness’ of place  T'he argument that the character of
regions is dependent upon the subjective interpretations of

people living within these areas, as well as the perceplions

of those living outside. See place, social constructionisn.
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Bidonvilles ity suburban areas of French cilies

occupied by immigrants. More recently termed ban

Poor-qual

&

e,

Binaries Twolold calegorizations that succeed in dividing

people and concepls (¢.g. male/female, healthy/sick, sane/

mad, heterosexual/homoscxual, trueffalse, reality/fiction,

authentic/fake). Can lead to ex 1 or objectification.

Biological analogy  The application of ideas [rom the plant
and animal world Lo the stu

See Ch

by of urban residential patterns,

20 School, T TV S ial Dar

TUITEN e

Biotic forces A term used by the Clicag

the compelitive economic forces within cities that le
ial differentiation and See

soctal D

H P L LA L A
residen segregalion. malogical

aH ‘illtlull 1SH1.

‘Blockbusting”  The practice undertaken by some estate

altors) of introdu

agenls g black purchasers into pre

dominantly white a in the hope that the latter will sell up

and move out at deflated prices, thereby enabling the agents

Lo resell the properties to new black families at higher prices

BOBOs (BOhemian-BQOurgeois) Brooks” term for what he

regards as a new class of people inhabiting inner citics who

combine Bohemian |

tvles of hedonism s bourgeois

traits ol hard work. See Bohemiia, creative

habited

with “alternative’, libertarian

icts of cilies in

Bohemia ( Bohemian enclaves) D

by large PIUpNIl]L‘I‘-\ of people

lifestyles thal contrast with conventional ‘bourgeoisie’
litestvles (i.e. en; rather than work and houschold
arrangements other than the nuclear familyl. See also

creative class

Boomburb A rapidly growing suburban area outside tradi-

tional urban centres. See edge cities, technoburbs.

Borderlands  Geographical and melaphorical spaces on the

marging ol dominant cultures where

fity, iminal space, hete

identity cun emerge. See

thir,

space.

r

an assembly ol

A French word meanii mis-

cellaneous objects (hence the

Bricolage

English term bric-a-brac) used

by the structuralist Lévi-Strauss to indicate the dp].nuuul\

bewildering mixture of clements to be found in

tive cultures. Also used in cultural studies to describe the

ts found in new cullural forms

complex mixtures of elemer

such as popular music and its various genres. Sce apy

ization, enculturatio

v, nomadization,

! .’ILH_".

new hybrid forms of

Bunker architecture

Buildings designed to exclude certai

sections of society (usually those thought to be undesirable

or threatening by the more allluent). See gated comm

scanscape .

‘California School”  The group of scholars who have inter-

preted the contemporary urban forms of Los Angeles as

emblematic of city structures postmodern or

=1
=4
o

Fordist societv. Also termed the Los Angeles S
also reler to the explanations for industrial agglomeration
derived from transactions cost analysis and regulation theory,

See new industrial spaces.

Capability constraint A term used in Hagerstrand's tine

ge.‘ﬂg.l':?p:".lj.-' to indicate physical and biological constraints on

. See authority

daily activity constraint, coupling constraint.

Carceral city A term coined by Michel Foucault to describe

a cily in which power is decentred and in which people

g

imprisoned’ or controlled by various tvpes of discourse

al, socinlogical, psychological, ete.) as manifest in vari-

ous institutions (the family, schools, prisons, hospitals, etc.),
— hence the

{From the Latin word carcer meaning ‘prison’

Engl

'}{.'Il‘!rf.'-?-l;"]!'." TH '.:.-f'f_-}llr‘\(}ll-'-{.'?'.‘.,

h term incarcerate.) See intery

Cartesian approach  The argument developed by

hat the [Jh_‘i{‘!'\"[_‘i' can h:"

ment philosopher René Descar

separated [rom the observed.

The various

workers such as part-time, temporary and age
’ C

Casualization increasing use of nan-core

1y workers.

so lermed nume '[ r'l ex1

Centralization The spatial regrouping of activities into

larger units. May refer to reductions in numbers of service

units of the wellare s ements back into central

it Or

. Contrast with decentra

Charter group The majority group with the deminant

culture of a society.

alogists work

group of soci

School  The

(@ hJcagO

Noted

- studies of urban subcultures and the application

in the early part of the twentieth century.

of ideas from the plant and animal world Lo the study of
residential patterns (known as fisnan ecology). May also

refer to a group ol economists based in Chicago in the late

twentieth century advocating monetarist economic polici

Circuit of production  The process of capitalist exploila-

tion (also known as accumlation) 1

n which capital or money

(M) is invested in commodilies (€} and labour power (LP)




and the means of production (MP) to produce more com-
maodities (C) which are then sold to acquire more money

(M} in the form of prolits. Sce time—space cotn

Citizenship  The relationship between individuals and the

community and/or the state,

Civic boosterism  Attempts by local governments to develop

their local economies by attracting inward investment and

ns with private scctor sources of capital.

through partnersh

SR 2 = iait fdldine
Hisnt. hee coalition buildie

Also lermed civic ent

prenenria

riance, urban e
Civic entrepreneurialism  See ¢ivic boosterisim.

Civil society  All the elements of society outside govern-

s

menl inclu

1¢ private sector businesses, the family and the

voluntary sector.

cople. See

Class  Material differences between groups o

1011

Staafis,

Classical Marxism  The ideas formulated by Karl Marx in

the nineteenth century, Contrast with teo-Marx

Clustering  The tendency for people with similar attributes
such as class or ethmicity to live close Lo each other in cities.
i}

entiation.

rmed onand res

May also be
;

[n extreme cases may comprise a ghetto. Also applied to geo-

ial spaces.

graphical agglomerations ol hrms. See new indus
Coalition building TFormal and informal interest groups

in cilies combint

g to achieve political objectives, Linked Lo

y i e A R
regnme fneaiy., See LrowTh coe

Cognitive distance A measure of the perceived [rather

st physical} distance that people feel from features
in an urban area taking account of mental maps and the

symbolic features of the environment.

Collective consumption  Usually refers to goods and services
provided by the public sector. Tess often refers to services

that, literally, have been consumed by a group of people in

yated

a collective manner (such as a lecture). The term orig

in a neo-Marxist (or Marxian) theory formulated by Manuel

Castells, which argues that there are cerlain services that

are crucial for the maintenance of capitalism but which are
too expensive for provision by individual capitalist enter-

rises and therefore require provision Lhroush non-market
or

means via the public sector, The theory also allempts to define
cities as essentially places for the consumption of public

services — a notion that has been much criticized. See neo-

Mar:

P e '
S0, pueire goods.

The

associaled with colonialisii. See

Colonial discourse social practices and attitudes

colonial th

Colonialism

The rule ol one territory by another country
s settlements. The product of

isit, See posicolonial theary.

Colony A territory ruled by another, Also used in an urban
conlext to indicate a minority residential cluster that is a
temporary phenomenon before the group is integrated into

the wider society. Contrast with enclave, ghetio,

Commercialization The tendency for publicly owned
organizalions Lo behave like private sector companies (such

). Also lermed

as through the imposition of user charge

IZaHon.

praprietarization. See also corpor
Commodification  The use ol privale markets rather than

public sector allocation mechanisms to allocate goods and

ation.

services. Also termed recomnodification and mark

Commuodification {of culture} The ways in which local
cultural forms are being supplanted by mass-produced cul-

tural forms. See McDonaldizats

M.

Commuodity fetishism  The absession of people with the
acquisition of consumer goods. The lerm recognizes that

these material objects not only have wse value but also have

a symbolic value that reinforce social status or lifesty

key clement of neo-Fordism. See aestheticization.

Community A much-used term with little specific meaning
but usually refers Lo a social group characterized by dense
networks of social interaction reflecting a common set of

cultural values. Often, but not necessarily, geographically

nirhood.

concentrated. See etfnic village, Gemeinschall, neigl

Community action  Political movements based in a local area

usually defending a residential district against the intrusion

of unwanted activities (sometimes lermed community-defined

politics, or ‘turf” polit See externality.

in local communitics

Community care  Care for the nee

either ir

small decentralized facilities or in private houscholds

— both supported by teams of community-based profes-

sionals, Associated with deinstitutionalization, A policy much

crilicized for inadequate funding and resources — hence the

lerm care ‘in’” the community but not “by’ the community.
The argument that urbanization has

ife. Contrast with ‘community saved’,

‘Community lost’

destroved communit

oo

ity (ransformed’.
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Community politics  See conpnunity action.

‘Community saved’ The argument that communitics

still exist in urban areas. See ‘etf villnge. Contrast with

18

‘community lost’, Gesellschaft.

‘Community transformed’  The argument that new [orms

of community life have been created in suburban areas.

Competitive tendering A process through which contracts
are awarded on the basis of competitive (usually secret) bid-

jed criteria

ding by a variety ol agencies according Lo spec

suC cost, quality and flexibility. Sce contracting-ti.

A theory that examines the in

Compositional theory

of ethnicily, kinship, neighbourhood and occupation on

rto subcultiral

behaviour in residential arcas of cities. Simil

theary. Conlrast with behaviour

Burgess's idealized model of city

Concentric zone model
structure based on Chicago in the 1920s in which social
stalus increases in a series of concentric zones leading out

o

from the city centre.

toral moe

Conlrast with sec

Congregation The residential clustering of an cthnic

minarity through cheice (rather than involuntary

constraints and

wation brought about by struct

discrimination).
Constitutive otherness The process whereby identities

and cultural meanings evolve in relation and opposition o

other idenlities and cultures. See alterity, ambivalence, appro-

3l x Ty SN | T IRl ot
nriaiion, binaries, cudture, b oy, omectication,
! Eals } Jechi

iy, F

scripting, othering,

Consumption The purchase and utilization of goods and

fiisi.

services. Sce conunodity fe

A broad trend in social analysis char-

Contextual theory
acterized by a desire to understand the settings or contexts

within which human behaviour takes place, These approaches

seck to understand how people arce influenced by, but at the

same time create, these contexts. See sitiatediess

o theory.

Contingent workers

Contrasl with functional

Contracting-in A situation in which a contract is won by
a subdivision of the parent organization putting the work
up for tender. This is oflen said to be kept in-house. See also

markel testing.
£

Contracting-oul A situation in which one organization

contracts with another, external organization for the provi-

sion of a good or service. Often associated with competitive

also be termed

¢ bul this need not be the case. M

also market

subcontract listancing or outsourcing. See

testir

Conlractualization The use of contracts to govern the
relationships between organizations and subdivisions

within organizations. Increasingly used to allocate public

s, voluntary organiza-

services to ]‘-I'i\ ¢ sector u_.\n‘upan'

1C seclor, S

tions or internal departments within the put

e T e Tad] Lterial niar
Hg-, contracting-oul, niernal niai

me form of connmercializat

An ex

which publicly owned o

_orporatization

izations behave in an identical

m

nner to privale seclor companics.

Corporatism  Forms of soclal organization in which cer-

tain interest groups, usually certain sectors of business and

organized labour, have privileged access to government.

collal tion Lo achieve economic

Characterized by

arporatisin, wellare corporatisi

objectives. See neo-

Corporeality A lerm that recognizes that body images are

not just the result of biological rences but are socially

construcred through various signs and systems of meani

Conlrast with ess

Cosmopolis  Tid Soja’s term [or Los ¢

‘i urban form. Se

of POsLImo Jll-'L'II-.'I:;.

upolis, val i wolis,

Las Angeles School, postmode

fercock’s term [or a process of city planning that

attempls o create a utopian city which both accommodales

and encourages diversity and dillere

e that is opposed to the dor

Counter-culture A s

heteratopia.

ant values in a society

Counter-site A space that is outside the mainstream of

society and reflects a cownter-culture. See fieterotopia,

Coupling constraint A term used in [Tagerstrand’s

1o indicate the constrainl on human activ-

I P— O
ne—ged {

g from the ne

ity resul

b
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sis with other people. See au

Creative cities Cities characterized by innowvs

both manufacturing and services resulting from collective

learning through the interactions of diverse peaples in over-

apping social networks. See new indust




Creative class  Richard Florida’s term for diverse artistic
and professional groups who are seen as playing a key role

in promoling economic growth in urban arcas. See BOBOs,

Bohemia, creative cities, new industrial spaces,

Creative industries  Another term for the cultural industries
although often used to refer to more [unctional business-
oriented cultural industries such as advertising, design and

architecture rather than films, music or the performing arts.

Creolization  Originally used to denote the racial inter-
mixing and cultural exchange of indigenous peoples with
colonizers bul also used to denote cultural mixing. Sce

hybridity.

Cross-tabulations  Data showing the interrelationships
between two or more variables (e.z. the relationship
between housing tenure and average household income),

See micrositnudation.

Crowding theory The idea that high-density living in
urban arcas leads to strains and tensions that can lead to
aggression, withdrawal and high rates of mental and phys-

ical illness. An approach that tends to ignore the mediating

effects of culture upon human behaviour. See behaviourisim,

determinist theory.

Cultural capital  Ways of life and patterns of consumplion
that make people distinct and appear superior or dominant,
See positional good. Also used to indicate skills and know-
ledge (as distinet from economic capital ). Also termed human

capital. See also social capital.

Cultural imperialism A lerm used by Iris Young to
indicate the way in which sociely asserts that certain types
of behaviour are ‘natural’ by marking out certain types of
non-conforming behaviour as “other’, ‘deviant’ and ‘non-

natural’. See othering.

Cultural industries  Industries in ‘creative’ spheres such as
performing arts, design, advertising, entertainment, media
and publishing. The term is also used in a theory which

argl

cs Lhat cultural elements such as popular films, music
and books have become mass produced in the same way as
consumer goods such as cars. Sometimes termed creative

industries.

Cultural intermediaries Bourdieu’s term for key staff
working in cultural industries such as popular music who
interpret and promote in a selective manner certain styles of
cultural “product’” and associated lifestyles. A form ol social

gatekeeper.

Culturalization of the economy  The idea that cconomic
life has been transformed or has been penetrated by cultural
[orces. Manifest in the increased importance of non-material
coods (films, popular music, magazines, ctc.) and the increas-
ing importance of image or sign values in material objects

(e.g. designer clothing, spectacles). Contrast with econom-

izatien of culture, See also aestheticization (of everyday life),
commodification (of culture), cultural industries, cultural mode

of production, semiotic redundancy.

Cultural materialism A theoretical perspective which
recognizes that the spheres of culture and the economy
are closely interrelated with no one sphere dominaling
the other. Attempts to avoid economic determinisim. See

post-Marxism,

Cultural mode of production The thesis that issues of
culiiere have become dominant in contemporary economies
through factors such as: the rise of cultural industries; the
aestheticization of material objects; and the use of notions

of culture in modern management practices.

Cultural myopia The tendency to assume thal the
arrangements within a nation or culture are the only set of
possible arrangements or that these are a superior approach

to social organization.

Cultural politics A term which indicates that issues of
culture are not just concerned with aesthetics, taste and
style, but also invelve issues of power and material rewards

bound

up with competing ‘ways ol life’. See identity

politics.

Cultural practices A term which draws attention to the fact
that culture is not simply about ideas but is also a product
ol material practices (i.e. it involves both thought and

action). See discursive practices, material practices.

Cultural production  The notion thal culture is an integral
part of everyday social practices. [nvolves the idea that
culture is not simply a reflection of an underlying material
base but is a major clement shaping society. See cullnral

mode of production, economic determinisi,

Cultural quarters Districts close to city centres typically
made up of former industrial premises now occupied by
various types of cultural or creative industry. See creative

cless.,

Cultural studies A complex set of developments in social
analysis that pay attention to the complexily ol cultural

values and meanings. Sec culture and ‘cultural trin’.
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Cultural transmission The idea that values and norms

are transmilted from one generation to the next in local

subcultures. See culture of poverty, neighbourhood effect,

subculture, transmitted deprivation.

‘Cultural turn’  The tendency for many social sciences to
pay greater attention to issues of culture. Also termed the
linguistic turn because of the attention given lo language
and the ways in which ideas are represented. See post-

structuralism, deconstruction.

Culture This may be broadly inlerpreted as ‘ways of
life’. Tt consists of the values that people hold, the rules
and norms they obey and the material objects they use.
Also commonly regarded as systems ol shared meanings

(see discourse).

Culture of poverty The argument that poverly results
from a distinctive culture. Closely related to the notion of

transmitted deprivation.

Culture of property  The way in which the housing market
in a nation or region is socially constructed by social institu-
tions and social behaviour related to factors such as class

and ethnicity,

Cyberspace A term devised by Willlam Gibson in his
novel Neuromancer and now used in a very broad sense to
indicate developments in the sphere of advanced telecom-

munications, Similar to telematics.

Dasein A term used within structuration theory to indicate
the time span of people’s lives. Contrast with durée and

longue durée.

Decentralization The movement of first people and
later employment and services out ol inner-city areas
into suburban districts and then inlo more distant com-
muter hinterlands beyond city limits. May also refer to the
fragmentation and geographical dispersal of organiza-
tional struclures within manufacturing, services and the
public sector. May be associated with devolution but the
two policies are distinct. See deconcentration, delegation,

edge cities, tapering.

Decision rules  The criteria used by burcaucrats {usually
but not necessarily in the public sector] to allocate
resources in cities. Used to simplify decisions thal have to
be made frequently, they may not be made explicit. Also
termed eligibility rules. Sec managerialisn, social gatekeepers,

street-level bureaticrats.,

Feten
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Deconcentration  Another name for decentralization. See

delegation, devolution,

Deconstruction A form ol analysis that cxamines Lhe
various discotrses represented by various forms of repres-
entation (known as texts). These meanings are regarded as
continually changing through the interactions of the reader/

viewer and the text in question.

De facto territories  Areas that may be defined by reference
to [actors such as common interests or lifestyles (rather than

just in legal terms). Contrast with de jure territories,

Defederalization The devolution of responsibilities for
welfare policies from federal government Lo states in the
United States. Associated with capped budgets and a
series of policies known as workfare. See decentralization,

‘hollowing out’, postwelfare state.
£ E g

Defensible space The argument that recent housing
developments lack spaces that people can identify with,

Survey or exert COHF['()] OVELL

A term preferred by some Lo deinstitu-
d

care can involve small institutional settings. See commaiity

Dehospitalization

tionalization in recognition of the fact that community-bas

care.

Deindustrialization  The decline in manufacturing activity
bath in terms of jobs and contribution to national output.

Sec postindustrial cily.

Deinstitutionalization The closure of institutions providing
long-term care for needy groups and their replacement by
various alternative forms of care, including purpose-built or
converted smaller facilities and care within private house-
holds by families supported by teams of community-based
professionals such as nurses, doctors and social workers.
See community care, rationalization, reinstitutionalization,

self-provisioning, domestication.

De jure territories  Geographical areas deflined according
to the law (i.c. with legal powers as in political and admin-
istrative regions). Contrast with functional urban areas. See

Jurisdictional partitioning

Delegation A form of decentralization in which certain
functions and managerial responsibilities are delegated to
neighbourhood offices but where local autonomy tends

severely restricted by central responsibility for

to be
expenditure and largets. Contrast with deconcentration,

devolution.




Delocalization  The destruction of local economic and
social relalionships by forces of globalization, May result
in new and distinct hybrid forms rather than all places
becoming similar. See glocalization, global-local nexus,

MeDonaldization,

Demunicipalization  Attempls by central governments to
reduce the powers and responsibilities of local governments.
Applied especially to the sale of local authority housing
in the United Kingdom in combination with restrictions
on new public sector housing construction. See governance,

ghettoization, residualization.

Deregulation Policies designed to increase compelition
by breaking up state monopolies and introducing a number
of private agencies to provide goods and services, May also
be applied (o the deregulation of labour markets through
policies to erode workers” rights and to increase labour

flexibility, See conmodification, marketization.

Design determinism  Studies of the impact of the phys.
ical environment and architectural design upon humar

nsible space.

behaviour. See behaviourism, crowding theory, de
Deskilling  Strategies to reduce the skill levels and know-
ledge required in particular occupations.

Determinist theory  An approach that draws upon behavi

ourist notions to argue that city living allects behaviour. See

Gesellschaft, “psychological overload’.

Deterritorialization  The destabilized nature of idenlity

and meaning within postmodern socicty; in particular
decline of forms of identity associated with particular spaces
such as neighbourhoods, regions and nations. Also used
as a general term for urban restructuring. Contrast with

reterritorialization. See deconstruction, McDonaldization,

Deviant subculture  Sce deviant suberoup.
5 !

Deviant subgroup A group within society that has values

and norms substantially different from the majority popula-
] Also

tion. May be expressed in resideniial « ation.

termed deviant subculture. See culture.

Devolution  The subdivision of wellare organizations into
separate units, each with its own budget. Usually associated
with devolution of responsibilities and with enhanced per-

formance monitoring of the units. See also decentralization.

Dialectic A form of reasoning or analysis involving the

use and possible reconciliation of opposites. See sociospatial

dialectic.

Diaspora (diasporic group)  The movement, cither volunt-
arily or forced, of people from their homeland to a new

territory.

Difference A term that recognizes the ways in which dilfer-

ences belween categories are socially constructed in relation

ntialism.

to one another. See bitaries. Contrast with esse

Disciplinary regimes  Processes through which social con-
trol is exercised: socialization, the construction of dominant

discourses and surveillance. See disciplingry society.

Disciplinary society A society in which control is exercised

schools,

through socializalion processes as manifest it

haspitals and factories, See fnterpellation, micropowers.
. {

Discourse  Sets of meanings that are indicaled by various

texts which form a way of understanding the world. See

deconsiruct

Discursive practices  The words, signs, svmbols and ideas
that are used to represent material practices.
Disfigured city  The city that is unplanned and inhabiled

e |? [

by deprived groups. Contrast with fig

Disneyfication The conscious creation of the "theme park’
city characterized by a superhicial veneer of culture and often

a sanitized view of history that ignores social conflict. See

naginesring

Distance-decay effect  The tendency for those who live
furthest away from the sources of goods and services to
consume them less olten. This is usually attributed to the

increased travel cosls or the increased time involved in

visiting the source of supply. Also known as tapering
o 3 : 7 &

Distanciation  The tendency for interactions and commun-
ications between people to be stretched across time and space
through the use of books, newspapers, telephones, faxes and

the Internel. Also termed space—~time distanciation.

Distancing  Another term for contracting-out — a silualion
when one organization contracts with another, external organ-

ization for the provision of a good or service.

Domestication The use of family and houschold labour,
Has been forced upon some households (and usually women
within them) through the run-down of state provision. See

COMMURITY care.

Domestic economy Work done within houscholds

{either informally by the family of other members of the
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houschold or formally through directly purchased services ).

See domestication, self-provisioning.

Dominance A term used by the Chicage Schoolto indicate

the process whereby certain land uses and types of people
come to dominate particular parts of cities. Also used in a

general sense to indicate power relations. See ltman ecology.

Double hermeneutic  'The need {or researchers Lo be aware
of their own values as well as those ol the people thev are

studying. See hermeneutics, situatediess.

Dual cities  Large metropolitan centres characterized by di

parities in wealth and status and/or a trend towards increasing

social inequality. See global cities, social polarization.

Durée A term used within structuration theory to indicate

the time span of daily routines, See daesein, lifeworld, longue

durée.

Ecocentric approach Various types of ecological move-
ment united by a belief that environmental problems can be
addressed anly by a fundamental change in the capiralist
system involving greater decentralized participatory demo-

cracy. Contrast with technocentric approach.

Ecological approach A term used to denote spatial or geo-
graphical analysis of citics. May also refer to hunmnan ecology,

the application of ideas concerning the distribution of plants

and animals to the study of urban social geography. See

Chicago School.

Fcological fallacy The potential mistakes that can arise
when making inferences about individuals from data based

on aggregate information (such as for residential areas within

cities ). See individualistic Jallacy.

Ecological modernization  See technocentric approach.

Feonomicdeterminism  Theories that attempt to relate social

changes directly to underlying economic changes in socicty

and that play down the ability of people to make decisions

to affect their destinies. Cantrast with voluntarisi.

Economic status  The name [requently given Lo one of the
main dimensions of urban residential structure as shown

by factorial ecology — varialions in the extent of wealth. See

ethnic status, fomily status, social rank.

Economies of scale  Factors that cause the average cost of

a commodity to fall as the scale of output increases. There

are two main types, see external econoniies |'?_J'.-.\'|'.'{?.'r|':“\ trterial

economies of scale. A crucial part of Fordisn,

Economies of scope  Faclors that make it cheaper to pro-
duce a range ol commodilies rather than Lo produce cach of
the individual items on their own. See external economies
of scope and internal economies of scope. A crucial part of

neo-Fordisi,

Fconomization of culture The idea that cultural life is
increasingly dominated by commercialism (the cash nexus)
and the logic of capital accinudation. Contrast with cultural-

ization of the econe

Edge cities A term coined by the journalist Joel Garreau

to deseribe recent urban developments outside large metro-

politan arcas characterized by decentralized and functionally
independent nodes of offices and shopping malls. Sce
iz

decentre tion, exopolis.

Eligibility rules  The criteria used by socinl gatekeepers (o
determine who has access to scarce resources in cities. These
may be explicil or tacit. Usually applied (o public ollicials
such as housing managers but may also be applied Lo the
private sector (e.g. estate agents and bankers). Also called

decision riles.

Elsewhereness  The tendency for shops and other spaces
within ¢ities to copy images from other places in other times.

See placelessness, sinulera.

Emancipation thesis  The argument that ethnic residential

segregation can help the advancement of the minority
greg

t thesis.

group. Contrast with iselatio
g

Embeddedness The notion that economic behaviour is

not determined by universal values that a

rlasin
neoclassical economics) but is intimartely related to cultural
values that may be highly specific in time and space. Also

termed social embeddedness, See culture, situaledness.

Embodied knowledge Ideas and concepts that attempl to

avaid the mind/body division of the Cartesian approach and

recognize that knowledge emerges from people in particu-
lar contexts. Also termed Jocal knowledge. See embeddedness,

sitnatediess.

Embodiment ‘The process through which the body is
socially constructed through wider systems ol meaning,

See corporeality, embodied knowledge.

I'he

class people moving into suburban areas adopt middle-class

Embourgeisement thesis argument that working-

lifestyles based around consumption and the nuclear family.

e
fetishism,

See commod




Empowerment zones An urban regeneration policy in
the United States characterized by collaboration between
public bodies, private enterprises and community groups.

See enterprise zo

Enabling state A key element ol the new mode of govern-
ance and urban entreprencurialism in which the direct role
of the state is reduced and replaced by greater partnership

between government and business interests. See coalition

it O g " - € T e e ST AR
building, coniracting-out, hollowing out’, regime theor

Enclave The name for a residential cluster of an ethnic

minorily that is a long-term phenomenon, although gener-
