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1 Discussion: Make a brief comment on how the following factors influence insects and their decline 
Climate change			chemical pesticides 
Land development			bee diseases 

What can be done to help bee populations? 

2 Listening: 
The Death of Bees Explained
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GqA42M4RtxE

1 If honey bees were to ___________ out, thousands of plants would follow, which would lead to millions of people starving. 
2 Food we ________________ for granted would stop existing without them.
3 It’s unsettling but honey bees have started to ___________.
4 Millions of _______________ have died in the last few years. 
5 Since 2006, a phenomenon called “colony collapse ___________” has affected bees all around the world.
6 Acarapis woodi are microscopic ____________ infecting the trachea of bees.
7 Varroa destructor are one of the bees’ greatest _________. Once outside the cell, adult mites of Varroa destructor can _________ the bodily fluids of bees and weaken them.
8 Other threats to bees are viruses and _________.
9 Over recent years, new _______________ have been introduced and they are deadly to bees. Neonicotinoids were _____________ in the early 1990s as an alternative to chemicals like DDT. They attack the insects by _____________ their nervous systems. Bees come into contact with the toxin while collecting __________ or contaminated water. Even in small doses it can be __________. 
10 More factors contributing to the demise of bees include too much genetic uniformity, _________ monocultures, poor nutrition due to overcrowding, _________ because of human activities and other pesticides. 

What if insects disappeared from the planet?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TyLTrejawx4

1 Some of insects destroy crops, give you skin _____________ and painful stings.
2 Some of them spread diseases like Zika or _______________.
3 But 90 per cent of them are ________________ to us. 
4 Without insects, we’d all __________ pretty fast.
5 Insects are foods for some ____________, small birds and frogs. These animals would cease to _______ too. 
6 Eventually, this disruption would work its way up to _____________.
7 Insects physical transfer pollen from a male anther to a female ___________.
8 Without insects, there would be no fruit, vegetables, no rice and no _________. 
9 No matter if you are a vegetarian or a meat lover, if insects disappeared, you had no chance of _________ survival.  
10 Insects are also major __________________ of dead stuff.




Key
2 Listening: 
The Death of Bees Explained

1 If honey bees were to die out, thousands of plants would follow, which would lead to millions of people starving. 
2 Food we take for granted would stop existing without them.
3 It’s unsettling but honey bees have started to disappear.
4 Millions of hives have died in the last few years. 
5 Since 2006, a phenomenon called “colony collapse disorder” has affected bees all around the world.
6 Acarapis woodi are microscopic mites infecting the trachea of bees.
7 Varroa destructor are one of the bees’ greatest enemies. Once outside the cell, adult mites of Varroa destructor can suck the bodily fluids of bees and weaken them.
8 Other threats to bees are viruses and fungi.
9 Over recent years, new insecticides have been introduced and they are deadly to bees. Neonicotinoids were approved in the early 1990s as an alternative to chemicals like DDT. They attack the insects by harming their nervous systems. Bees come into contact with the toxin while collecting pollen or contaminated water. Even in small doses it can be fatal. 
10 More factors contributing to the demise of bees include too much genetic uniformity, crop monocultures, poor nutrition due to overcrowding, stress because of human activities and other pesticides. 

What if insects disappeared from the planet?

1 Some of insects destroy crops, give you skin irritations and painful stings.
2 Some of them spread diseases like Zika or malaria.
3 But 90 per cent of them are beneficial to us. 
4 Without insects, we’d all starve pretty fast.
5 Insects are foods for some reptiles, small birds and frogs. These animals would cease to exist too. 
6 Eventually, this disruption would work its way up to humans.
7 Insects physical transfer pollen from a male anther to a female stigma.
8 Without insects, there would be no fruit, vegetables, no rice and no wheat. 
9 No matter if you are a vegetarian or a meat lover, if insects disappeared, you had no chance of a long-term survival.  
10 Insects are also major decomposers of dead stuff.

