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These ceremonies encapsulate the

conflicting emotions of losing our

loved one.

Family members & friends grieve the

loss of those they love while

celebrating their life and the ways

they impacted those around them.







Meet

meet their deceased 
relatives

Strengthen

strengthen familial 
bonds

Share

share memories & 
stories in their honor



Entry day: 

sharing a meal of  rice & pork





Han Chinese of  mainland 

China, 

Hong Kong, 

Macau, 

ethnic Chinese 

Taiwan, 

Malaysia, 

Singapore, 

Cambodia, 

Indonesia, 

Philippines, 

Thailand, 

Vietnam 

Panama



















funerary 

practice

mortuary rite
funerary 

ritedeath 

rite

funeral





Funerary 
practices 

Funerary 
standards? 
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All these spaces are not fixed, it is interesting to see the 
interactions between them. 





1. Geography, 

2. Religion, 

3. Social system 

→ all influence burial practices. 

Climate & topography determine 
whether the body is:

1. buried under the ground, 

2. placed in water, 

3. burned, 

4. or exposed to the air. 

Religious & social attitudes determine 
how elaborate the burial should be; 

e.g., rank may determine whether the 
body is:

1. placed in the shallow trench of  a 
simple burial 

2. or in an underground chamber of  
impressive dimensions and construction.



simple or elaborate









Romeo and Juliet of  antiquity

5,000-year-old tomb in Kazakhstan

Burial Items:

The man armed with an arrow quiver & a metal dagger

The woman wears jewelry, including semi-precious stone bracelets

Burial Items:

A adjacent chariot-like contraption driven by two reindeer horses



Has significance: 
‘religious nature’. 

Often

extended 
/sleeping. 

Muslims

laid on right 
side, facing 

Mecca. 

Buddhists

laid with the 
head to the 

north. 



Babylon & Sumer:

Extended: high status

Crouching position: 

servants killed & buried with 
their rulers - ready to serve at 

royal command 

Native American:

fetal position 

in a basket or clay urn, with 
knees under the chin and the 
body neatly tied into a death 

bundle 

Warriors:

Upright position



Western burials have become fairly standardized.

21st
century:

1. interred in cloth-lined simply ornamented coffins called caskets,

2. after ceremonies of eulogy and farewell the casket is lowered into a
rectangular hole, which is then filled up with earth.

19th
century:

burials increasingly in cemeteries

special areas set aside as sites for graves





Czech Association of Funeral Services























































The cave of Qafzeh seen from the South. Behind the footbridge, we see the rocky threshold that separates the terrace from the cave.
Reconstruction of the double burial of Qafzeh 9 and 10 (Qafzeh archives).



Qafzeh 11 burial picture and drawing, not to the same scale (Qafzeh archives).

Drawing of the Qafzeh 25 skeleton in place and picture of the skull (Qafzeh archives).



Inscription on one of the linen wrappings of the Egyptian mummy of Thothmes II, 1493-1479 B.C.
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