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Introductions 
 

Julia/Prof./Doc… NEVER Mrs./Ma’am 

When not working, you will find me outside: 
• Running 

• Gardening 

• Exploring 

When working, I am: 
• Head of a research department 

• Leader of international research projects 

• Expert to science-policy platforms 



 

The Course 
 

Global Environmental Change 

• Climate change 

• Biodiversity loss 

• Pollution 

Critical Social Topics 

• Drivers 

• Impacts 

• Interventions 



 

The Course 
 20 Feb  Global Environmental Change as a social issue - Julia  

27 Feb  Environment and consumption - Davina  

6 March  Policy responses – Davina  

13 March  Democracy and decision-making – Julia  

20 March  Behaviour change – Blanka  

27 March  Connections and early years – Charlie  

3 April  Race, gender and intersectionalities – Davina  

10 April  Transformative Change – Julia  

24 April  Sustainable cities and communities - Blanka  

22 May  Exploring critical topics – essay development – Julia plus 
others  



 

Assignment 
 

The assessment is a written essay. The student will select a topic from the course that 

they have found interesting, and create an essay title for themselves. The teaching team 

will help in guiding on a suitable title and the content. Therefore, the assessment is in two 

parts, to allow a chance for the teachers to provide useful feedback for students to build 

on: 

• Presentation of outline (20%) 

• 10 minutes maximum, using PowerPoint 

• Delivered in the final session of the course 

• Completed essay (80%) 

• 2000 words  

• Referencing academic literature (reference list is not included in word count) 

 



 

Lectures 
 

• Interactive 

• We give a critical introduction and starting readings 

• We expect you to engage and follow further – read 

more! 

 



 

Global Environmental Change 
 

The Polycrisis 

• Climate change 

• Biodiversity loss 

• Pollution 

• (Inequity) 

• (pandemics) 

• (war) 

 Lawrence, M., Homer-Dixon, T., Janzwood, S., Rockstöm, J., Renn, O., 

& Donges, J. F. (2024). Global polycrisis: the causal mechanisms of 

crisis entanglement. Global Sustainability, 7, e6. doi:10.1017/sus.2024.1     
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Global Environmental Change 
 



 

Critical Social Topics 
 

Impacts 

Drivers 

Interventions 
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“Yes, perhaps, but these caves have highly efficient facilities for 

cooking, storing food and washing clothes; low energy lighting 

throughout; 50L of clean water supplied per day per person, with 

15L heated to a comfortable bathing temperature; they maintain 

an air temperature of around 20oC throughout the year, 

irrespective of geography; have a computer with access to global 

ICT networks; are linked to extensive transport networks 

providing 5000-15000km of mobility per person each year via 

various modes; and are also served by substantially larger caves 

where universal healthcare is available and others that provide 

education for everyone between 5 and 19 years old.” 

 

Milward-Hopkins et al., 2020 



 

IPBES (2024). O’Brien, K., Garibaldi, L., Agrawal, A., Bennett, E., Biggs, O., Calderón Contreras, R., Carr, E., Frantzeskaki, N., 

Gosnell, H., Gurung, J., Lambertucci, S., Leventon, J., Liao, C., Reyes García, V., Shannon, L., Villasante, S., Wickson, F., Zinngrebe, 

Y., and Perianin, L. DOI: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.11382230 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.11382230
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Thank You!  
 

• Email: leventon.j@czechglobe.cz 

• https://sustainablecz.org/  
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