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INTRODUCTION

Along with language, it is geography — especially for the displaced form of
departures, arrivals, farewells, exile, nostalgia, homesickness, belonging, and
travel itself — that is at the core of my memories of those early years.

{..]

... the overriding sensation | had was of always being out of ptace. Thus it took
me about fifty years to become accustomed to, or, more exactly, to feel less
uncomfortable with, ‘tdward,’ a foolishly English name yoked forcibly to the
unmistakably Arabic family name Said. True my mother told me | hagd been
named Edward after the Prince of Wales, who cut so fine a figure in 1935, the
year of my birth, and Said was the name of various uncles and cousins. But the
rationale of my name broke down both when | discovered no grandparents
named Said and when [ tried to connect my fancy English name with its Arabic
partner. For years, depending on the exact circumstances, | would rush past
‘Ldward’ and emphasize ‘Said’; at other times | would do the reverse, or connect
these two to each other so quickly that neither would be clear. The one thing |
could not tolerate, but very often would have to endure, was the dishelieving,
and hence undermining, reaction: Edward? Said?

The travails of bearing such a name were compounded by an equally unset-
ting quandary when it came to language. | have never known which language
I spoke first, Arabic or English, or which one was really mine beyond any doubt.
What  do know, however, is that the two have always been together in my life,
one resonating in the other, sornetimes ironically, sometimes nostalgically, most
often each correcting, and commentating on, the cther.

Edward Said (1999) Out of Place: A Memoir, pp. xvi, 3-4

I am a border woman. | grew up between two cultures, the Mexican (with a
heavy Indian influence) and the Anglo (as a member of a colonized people in
our own territory}. | have been straddiing that tejas-Mexican border, and others,
all my life. It's not a comfortable territory to live in, this place of contradictions.
Hatred, anger and exploitation are the prominent features of this landscape.
However, there have been compensations for this mestiza, and certain joys.
Living on borders and in margins, keeping intact one’s shifting and multiple
identity and integrity, is like trying to swim in a new element, an ‘alien’ element.
There is an exhifaration in being a participant in the further evolution of
humankind, in being ‘warked’ on. | have the sense that certain faculties’ — not
just in me but in every border resident, colored or non-colored — and dormant




areas of consciousness are being activated, awakened. Strange, huh? Any yes,
the ‘alien’ efement has become familiar — never comfortable, not with society's
clamor to uphold the old, to rejoin the flock, to go with the herd, No, not com-
fortable but home,

Gloria Anzaldia (1987) Borderlands/i.q Frontera: The New Mestizq, pvit

Iwas born in Palo Aito, California, into the tap of an franian diaspora community
awash in nostalgia and longing for an Iran many thousands of miles away. A girl,
raised on the distorting myths of exile. | imagined myself a Persian princess,
estranged from my homeland - a place of light, poetry, and nightingales — by a dark,
evil force called the Revolution, | borrowed the plot from Szar Wars, convinced it
told fran’s story. Ayatolla Khomeini was Darth Vader. Tromping around suburban
California, I lived out this fantasy. There must be some supernatural explanation,
[ reasoned, for the space landing of thousands of Tehranis to a world of vegan
smoothies and Volvos, chakras, and Tupak,

Growing up, | had no doubt that | was Persian. Persian like a flufty cat, a silky
carpet — a vaguely Qriental notion belonging to history, untraceable on a map.
[t was the term we insisted on using at the time, embarrassed by any association
with lran, the modern country, the hostage-taking Death Star. Living a myth, a
fantasy, made it easier to be franian in America,

As life took its course, as | grew up and went to college, discovered myself, andl
charted a career, my lranian sense of self remained intact, But when | moved to
Tehran in 2000 - pleased with my pluckiness, and eager to prove myself as g
young journalist - it, along with the fantasies, dissolved. Iran, as it turned out, was
not the Death Star, but a country where people voted, picked their noses, and ate
French fries, Being a Persian girt in California, it turned out, was like, a totally dif-
ferent thing than being a young franian woman in the Islamic Republic of iran.

Azadeh Moaveni (2005) Lipstick Jihad:
AMemair of Growing up lranian in America and
American in fran, p. vii

These three autobiographies are all the products of a globalised world where
home and identity are complex constructs emerging from cultural contact,
mixing and mobility. Each experience is post-colonial, of a world after the
colonial period in which these three people - like each of us — are created by
the powers, connections and imaginations that were written into the world
during Europeans’ first explorations of the world and the making and remak-
ing of these geographies ever since. Said’s identity was directed by Middle
Eastern politics and memories of place and belonging, and as a Palestinian
his sense of self and identity was entangled with exile, dispossession and dis-
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through ongoing conflicts, stereotyping and the fantasising of different parts
of the world. ’ . o

The geographies that make up these people’s experiences and 1de'nt1tles
reflect the fluidity of our contemporary globalised world, at the same tlm? as
recognising the continued existence of differences and ban“lers (of outside,
exotic, alien ...) that were formed in previous periods and continue to th?Pe our
geographical imaginations. These identities are the result of cultural mixing and
hybridisation - the processes of globalisation we hear so much about but‘these
are not free combinations. Certain parts of the mix have greater power to influ-
ence the direction of change (the power of English over Arabic'as a global lan-
guage; the greater constraints of movement over the US~Me}uf:an l?ord.er for
Mexicans over citizens of the USA; the power of the western imagination to
conjure up the exotic east). Postcolonial geographies then are this arnblgu(?us
mix of the fluid and the unchanging that shapes the identities of people like
Said, Anzaldia and Moaveni ... and all of us. Postcolonialism is §tr}1c:tured
through geographies of imagination, knowledge and power, and it is these
geographies that will be at the heart of this book.

WHAT 1S POST(-)COLONIALISM? THE IMPORTANCE
_OF A HYPHEN

Since the early 1980s, postcolonialism has deyeloped a body of writing that
attempts to shift the dominant ways in which relations betweeﬁ Westem and
non-western people and their worlds are viewed ... postcolonialism seeks to
intervene, to farce its afternative knowledges into the power struc_tures of the
west as well as the nan-west, It seeks to change the way people think, the-way
they behave, to produce a more just and equitable refation between the differ-

ent peoples of the world. (Young, 2003: 2)

To understand how it is that relations have formed between Westt.ern a.md
non-western peoples, it is necessary for postcolonialism to have a hi:st.orlcal
vision. Before we can move on to post(-)colonialism, we need a definition of
COI((l)zllillﬁan;i-sm always assumes the physical occupation of one land by peoples
associated with another place. The colonists do not simply remove resources
and wealth from the new land (as is the case with forms of 1mper.1311sm)
but actually occupy the territory, building settlements, an_d (?ften also agriculture
and industry. There have been many instances of colomahsm. through hufm}n
history, for instance the Roman Empire witnessed colonies from ].3r1ta1'n
through to the Mediterranean and into the Middle East. quever, in this
book we will only be looking at the period of European colonialism which was
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Initiated with the ‘Age of Exploration’ where Europeans started to explore new
continents, and which reached its high point in the nineteenth century.

This form of colonialism was distinct not only because of its unprece-
dented scale but also because of its establishment alongside a specific form of
rational knowledge (called the European Enlightenment) which saw science
emerge as the most important form of knowledge, and also witnessed the rise
of mercantile capitalism which was driven both by the possibilities available
in the new lands and also by the rise of scientific knowledge which objecti-
fied the world into measurable land to be owned and resources to be
exploited for the colonisers’ use, Thus, the way that European colonists came
to know the world has been highly influential, The combination of scientific
knowledge and capitalism within the context of superiority provided the
framework through which the new lands and peoples became known to the
Europeans and subsequently became the basis for European control of them.
In many cases, this knowledge also became the way in which the peoples the

Europeans ruled came to know themselves.

There are two different ways in which post(-)colonialism is understood as
a term, differentiated by the use of hyphen, although different authors have
varying interpretations of what the hyphen does mean. Blunt and McEwan
(2002: 3) argue that the “post” of “postcolonialism” has two meanings, refer-
ring to a temporal aftermath - a period of time after colonialism ~ and a crit-
ical aftermath - cultures, discourses and critiques that lie beyond, but remain
closely influenced by, colonialism’. Thus, although the definitions are clearly
related, the differences in meaning can be drawn out as follows,

Post-colonialism

When the hyphen is used in the term, it refers to the common-sensical defi-
nition of post-colonialism as the period following independence from
colonising powers. Thus, it is both a geographical term (particular countries
are post-colonial) and a historical period. Some see this definition as prob-
lematic, as it over-emphasises the break. In his analysis of the (geo)politics of
contemporary Afghanistan, Palestine and Iraq, Derek Gregory (2004) adopts
the term ‘colonial present’ to emphasise further still the continuities in imag-
ined geographies between the past and present.

Postcolonialism

However, postcolonialism is also a critical approach to analysing colonialism
and one that seeks to offer alternative accounts of the world, The term is
written without the hyphen to recognise the problems with the first, and more
conventional, use of the concept. This recognises clear tensions within this
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term. For, while it is a cc.ncept= that seeks to challenge colonialism and the
values and meanings it depended upon, the name ties it ?trongly 'tol what went
before. Rather than being a positive concept it is a negative one: 1’f is n::)t colo-
nialism. As Anne McClintock (1995: 11) has put it, postcol?mahsn'l cqnfers
on colonialism the prestige of history proper ... the world’s multitudinous
cultures are marked, not positively by what distin_guis’hes t'hem, but by su.b.or—
dinate, retrospective relation to linear, European time ..'I"hiS seco.nd q?ﬁn;tlon
seeks to play on the ambiguity of the concept, recognising co‘n'qumes r}t;gn
the colonial period as well as breaks from it - and also recognising thz;: w. c}
states might be physically decolonised, this does not mean that othe.r ; ectslo
the colonial period have all disappeared. This is because postcoltar'ua 151;1 also
represents a shift from a form of analysis based soleRY.around .pohtlcs amf eio-
nomics (again the conventional way of understanding the impacts (;) co o:f
nialism) to consider instead the importance of the cultural products o
colonialism, particularly the ways of knowing. the Wf)ffld that emerged. -
Thus, postcolonialists have argued that while po.htu?al, and to a less ex er;l
economic, decolonisation might have occurred with mdepe_ndence, cultur
decolonisation — what some call the decolonisation of the mind - has been a
much more difficult process. Western values, science,. hlstog, geograth. and
culture were privileged during colonialism as ways in which the coiomseis
came to know the places and peoples they colonised.‘However, as t}%ese knowl-
edges and values were insinuated through institutions of education, gover-
nance and media, they also became (to a greater or lesser ex.ten.t) the ways 11;
which the colonised came to know themselves. The h‘{ternahsanon of a set o
values and ways of knowing the world is much more dltjﬁcult to overturn than
the physical rule of colonial regimes, postcolt)'r{lal theorists wou}d ali;giu;. .
Thus, postcolonialism is an analysis and cr1t1que.0f the ways in w c t;'lves_
ern knowledge systems have come to dominate, It is a form of analy_sus a:hls
focused around cultural productions in order that, as well as Jooking at e;
ways in which the world came to be represented in the formal documents o
explorers, educators and as governors, it also looks at novels, songs, art,
movies and advertising as forms of knowledge about the world, and as ways
in which this knowledge is communicated. As we shall see later, however,
postcolonialism is also a more positive project which seeks t.0 recover alferﬁa—
tive ways of knowing and understanding — often talked of in terms of ‘other
voices’ — in order to present alternatives to dominant western constructs.

POSTCOLONIAL GEOGRAPHIES

Postcolonial theories seem to be very geographical in that the langu'ag‘e us.ed
talks about spaces, centres, peripheries and borders. There were distinctive



geographies of colonialism, in terms of the different ways in which colonial
policy was practised across the world, The way that the British treated
Indians in South Asia was different from French policies in the Middle East.
Both differed from the ways in which colonial administrators ran countries
in sub-Saharan Africa. Such differences were the result of national
approaches to colonialism, perceptions of the environments and the natives
who inhabited these places, and even, to an extent, the influence of the indi-
viduals who had responsibility for rule. Despite this, postcolonial theory has
suggested a coherence in conceptual approach that transcended these differ-
ences. What this means is that in this book we will be looking at the geo-
graphical outcomes of colonial and postcolonial processes (the influence on
the landscape, representations of place and so on) rather than comparing the
practices of colonialism and the postcolonial response to these in different
countries. While this loses the historical detail of how specific colonial rep-
resentations and policies played out in different places, it does allow us to
look at the continuities in the construction of colonial knowledge (and resis-
tance to it) which transcend conventional regional geographies (and the ways
in which these processes continue into post-colonial practice).

Geography is very important to postcolonialism. On the whole, postcolo-
nial theory has been dominated by scholars from the discipline of literature,
Their focus has been on the texts of colonialism in terms of the books writ-
ten by travellers, academics, colonial administrators, anti-colonial resisters,
politicians and novelists, amongst others. These are important texts, all the
more so because previous approaches to colonialism ignored such sources,
The words on the pages of these texts have had a great influence on how
we see the world and the various connections between its different parts.
However, these texts are perhaps ideals — how colonial societies should be
organised in an ideal world, the maps of colonial spaces or treatises for how
the post-colonial world order should play out. But when texts turn into prac-
tices, all sorts of other things come into play. Most importantly, there are all
sorts of questions of translation: how will texts translate into other languages
and be read by those with different cultural backgrounds? How wil buildings
or agricultural practices translate into environments that are very different to
those dominant in the countries where the texts were written? How well will
colonial administrators or development workers be able to translate their
instructions into day-to-day practice (will they be distorted by ambition, cor-
fuption or misunderstandings)? And how well did the natives understand
the intentions of colonial practice? They may have believed in them, they
may have gone along with them, they might have actively resisted them - or
perhaps they just failed to understand what was intended. Fach had conse-
quences for the ways in which the colonial texts were translated into real out-
comes. A geographical version of postcolonialism is attentive to the ways in

which texts are changed as they are translated into practice in particular
places around the world,
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STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK

I have split the book into three sections, following the first three terms intro-
duced at the beginning of this chapter:

i Colonialisms will consider the ways in which understandings of th.e I;St <.)f tltle

| world were incorporated into Furopean knowledge, fml‘n the perio p‘v’;lo;ﬂ(i

exploration of the lands beyond Europe’s boundaries until tlhe preseint. e -

see how formal knowledge of the world was collected, how this was dlssellnl(;"la © .

through society via education and popular culture, anfl how the knowledge o

this world was translated {or mistranslated) into practice. -

Past-colonialisms stresses the continuities existing between the _col.om‘ ' to ;

post-colonial periods. This section will consider the cult'ural Sfmllarm]:is ant

differences that have emerged since the end of the coloma}I pfanod, %00 ng at

the rise of the “Third World’, and development and globalisation as importan
- i €85€S. _ .

3 l;’?ittcjl)zl::z?;z}sfrzrsojﬁﬂ think about postcolenialism as a critical theoretlcall pro;ec(‘;
which challenges western assumptions, stereotypes and ways of knovlvmil an,
offers its own alternatives. It will also lock at the extent t.o Wh‘lCh postcol onialism
runs through cultural productions in wider society, anfl will ﬁnfsh up by examining
the relevance of postcelonialism to some of the big questions about poverty
and inequality faced in the world today.

L]

As already indicated, one of the goals of postcolo‘nial'ism is. to include \{019(:1,
that have been previously excluded from academic dlscussw.ns. Posctlc'o otm !
writers tend to challenge the presentation of singular.narrfatlves and ins gz
seek to include multiple voices in their works. Thus, in tl}ls book, alor1.g31 e%
the story that I am telling about postcolonia.l geographies, are ?1 serlci)s :)h
boxes that include direct and sustained quotations from ot}.xer aut Ers,. 0
academic and popular, so that you can see how others articulate t ef 1ssueei
discussed in each section. These include extracts fro?n‘ the WOI'k' 0 trav;
writers, academics, politicians, novelists and otht?rs writing at the' times anh .
sometimes, in the places we are discussing, .Thls means you Wﬂl l}a;l\;e t _e
opportunity to read the original sources a.long31de my 1nterpretat_1l?n ot ; smat
you may not always agree with my version! I hope that you will not s Fhat
reading these excerpts: although I have attemptefl to choose Pﬁssages hat
represent these other texts well,dI hol(aie fltlh';llt1 these little tasters will encourag
out the originals and read further. '
Y‘)l;\’:fl(l):rfi(e aL;e thinkifg about how the world is representefi, when we thnilg
about the sources from which we each get our understandings of the ;vorl
around us, we cannot only look to written soqrces but ‘must also closely
examine images — whether these are the paintlpgs of mneteer}th cer&tury
Orientalists, film stills, illustrations from the Nattona.l Geogmphlac, or % ver-
tising images, Thus, there is a lot of illustrative material ;')lace;i alongsi (;h 1;1151
argument, like the text boxes mentioned above. Please give these more



a passing glance - think about how they work; why the artist or photographer
si)lught to create that particular image; how the meaning of the image might
change over time, in different places, depend; i
e e p pending upon where the image
At the end of each chapter I have suggested a few sources for you to read
up to find out more z'ibout particular issues. While these tend to be academic
sources, I have also included films and works of fiction, both of which are
mmportant sources for finding out about the postcolonial world we inhabit

( Further reading )

On postcolonial geography

Blunt, A. and McEwan,
Continnom.,
Blunt, A. and Rose, G (eds) (1994) Wriri
. , G, ting Women and Space: /
Postcolonial Geographies. New York: Guilford Press. pace Colomial and
Gregory, D. (2004) The Colonial Present. Oxford: Blackwell.
Jacobs, J. (1996) Edge of Empire. London: Routledge.

Sidaway, J. (2000) ‘Postcolonial i
, geographies: an explorat g i
tmman Geography, 24 (4): 591-612. POy eSSy Progmiu

C. (eds) (2002) Postcolonial Geographies. London:

|  Geograbhies of Poctealnmialiom.
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COLONIALISMS

Before engaging in any critical analysis of them, it is important to understand
how geographies of the rest of the world were established in European cul-
ture prior to and during the colonial period. For instance, what did
Europeans believe lay beyond the boundaries of known space before they set
out to explore the unknown? This is significant, because people do not see
the world entirely as it is, but always through the distortions of cultural val-
ues and expectations. Once new places and peoples were discovered, how
were they incorporated into existing frameworks of knowing and under-
standing, and how were these knowledges challenged and changed by explo-
ration? We will consider these issues in Chapter 2, and will discuss the most
influential work on this topic, a book that many have argued marked the
establishment of postcolonialism as an intellectual approach, Edward Said’s
Orientalism. In Chapter 3 we will see how European knowledges of the rest
of the world came to power by looking not only at the rise of academic
knowledge of new places and peoples, but also the ways in which these
knowledges were popularised through travel accounts, advertising and
World’s Fairs. In the final chapter in this section, we will examine how
European knowledges were made material in the remaking of colonial land-
scapes. Here we see things move from the realm of ideas into practices and
the very physicality of the landscape, reinforcing the central argument of
postcolonialism of the central importance of cultural values and knowledge
to the enduring power of colonialism.



IMAGINING THE WORLD

And from that other coast of Chaldea, toward the south, is Ethiopia, a great country
that stretcheth to the end of Egypt. Ethicpia is departed in two parts principal,
and that is in the east part and in the meridional part; the which part meridional
is clept Mauritania; and the folk of that country be black enough and more black
than in the tother part, and they be clept Mocrs. In that part is a well, that in the
day it Is so cold, that no man may drink thereof; and in the night it is sc hot, that
no man may suffer his hand therein. And beyond that part, toward the south, to
pass by the sea Ocean, is a great land and a great country; but men may not dwell
there for the fervent burning of the sun, so is it passing hot in that country.

In Ethiopia all the rivers and all the waters be trouble, and they be somedeal salt
for the great heat that is there, And the folk of that country be lightly drunken
and have but little appetite to meat. And they have commanly the flux of the
womb, And they live not long. In Ethiopia be many diverse folk; and Ethiope is
clept Cusis. In that country be folk that have but one foot, and they go so blyve
that it is marvel. And the foot is so large, that it shadoweth all the body against
the sun, when they will lie and rest them. In Ethiopia, when the children be
young and little, they be all yellow; and, when that they wax of age, that yel-
lowness turneth to be all black. In Ethiopia is the city of Saba, and the land of the
which one of the three kings that presented cur Lord in Bethlehem, was king of.

John Mandeviile, Chapter XVl 'Of the land of Job; and of his age. Of the array of
men of Chaldea. Gf the land where women dwell without company of men. Of
the knowiedge and virtues cf the very diamond’, The Travels of Sir John
Mandeville, fourteenth century

A TEXTUALISED WORLD

Although, when travelling beyond the borders of Europe, explorers travelled
to new places, this did not mean that these places were entirely unknown to
them, There existed knowledge of what was beyond the borders of Europe.
These knowledges came from what we can call ‘imagined geographies’ based



‘on myth and legend - perhaps most famously, the travels of John Mandeville

with which this chapter opened, producing a textualised world rather than
one based on observation and experience. These imagined geographies were
inhabited by imagined others, people who were very different from
Europeans. Indeed, some have argued that it was the existence of these others
beyond the borders of Europe that helped to define Europe itself. Edward Said
famously developed this idea into his thesis of Orientalism to argue that the
‘rest” of the world was necessary in order to define Europe. These imagined
geographies described the world to people, and explained their place within it,
and were thus very significant in shaping how people responded to the world.
Although imagined, these geographies had real consequences for people’s
actions: they were very important to people’s understanding of what they saw
and experienced in their travels, In this chapter we will see how European
understandings and images of the rest of the world emerged.

IMAGINED OTHERS

In the Middle Ages, tales and myths of what European travellers would find
beyond known boundaries were common. These imagined others were
regarded as monstrous becauge they were seen as being a transformation of
the Europeans in one way or another. Friedman has argued in The Monstrous
Races in Medieval Art and Thought (1981) that medieval people took known’
geographic locations and filled them with folk knowledge. These locations
were usually just off the map of the experienced world (see Figure 1.1). These
were particularly popularised by the writings of Pliny and Mandeville, who
described monstrous races just outside of known geographic space.

The chief distinction of these races of people from Europeans then lay in
geography. Those who were not European lay ‘outside’ in faraway, semi-
mythological places like India, Ethiopia and Cathay, places whose names
evoked mystery and exoticism for Europeans at the time. They were places
that Europeans had heard of, but had neither visited nor fully understood.

Medieval scholars listed around 50 peoples. Many of them were frighten-
ingly monstrous but not all. Some were just different in appearance and social
practice from those who locked at them, Friedman argues that this difference
emerges from a shift in one aspect of their being. Many were visual, for
instance:

®  Transformation of body: these people had huge ears, with their faces on their chest,
and were giants or pigmies. For example, the Amyctyrae had a protruding lower
lip which could be used like an umbrella to protect themselves from the sun, The
Blemmyae, from the deserts of Libya, were men with faces on their chests,

® Transformation of Gender: these tales talked of hairy women, Amazons and
androgenes.
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a a l l
. g
Flgﬂle 1.1 Medieval mapg deplCtH MONSTrous races’ arour d the margins of known geagraphica

Other groups of people were identified not by visual differences, but by their
difference from European ways of doing things, for example:

i i j or
Transformation of life cycle. These people were said to rear children just once

to conceive at five years of age. ) , o
I?ransformation of social. Such peoples may look ‘normal’ but had transform

ife-gi iable race
social practices, such as the wife-givers who were reportedly an am



W ave their wives to any travellers who stopped among them. Other com-
mon variants involved cannibals,

< Transformation of needs, Here, peoples had entirely different ways of existing,
.. For example, the Astomi, apple-smellers, who lived near the headwaters of the
o Ganges, werc said neither to eat nor drj but existed by smelling roots, flow-

ers and fruits, especially apples. Tt was claimed that they would dic if they smelt
" a bad odour.

It is clear to see how these peoples worked out as Europe’s ‘other’l The
transformation of their physical or social life produced monstrous races as
a transformation of the normal order of things, so linking the otherness of

and normal. There were also less bizarrely different peoples. For example,
Ethiopians ~ black men in the mountains of Africa - were understood o
have been burnt black because of their close proximity to the sun. Clear
empirical evidence (the fact that Europeans could see people with dark
skin) seemed to prove the truth of this worldview to the Europeans. The
mix of the b_eli‘evable_-'nﬁth__the__inéredible made the incredible seem more

believable; - e

The other dominant pr, é?mbdei'nf\'_riév:\f:0szEu_rzdﬁé’zs_'-plécé:"iﬁ--th'é_ﬁ%drid simi-
larly reinforced ageographyofd:ff ence. The ancient Greek Pphilosopher
Aristotle posited a spherical Earth. This was 4 theoretical belief rather than
something based around experience or emp e. The ar Gre

had not traveHed-ardund;the.-Wi)ﬂdfb_” they lieved

of the existence of desert to the south which seemed to prove the increasing
heat towards the equator, and, '(')ncej:_again, the travellers themselves, with
their skins apparently burnt blick by the sun, were further ‘evidence’ for
Aristotle’s cosmology. SR :
Cosmologies such as these had a hold on the popular imagination for cen-
turies, long after science had developed new understandings. History records
show that in the early fifteenth century Iberian explorers began to seck a
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Figure 1.2  Aristotle's cosmology

d Africa, but were often made to turn bE.le at Cape Bajador
zx?l?;fe ?li?;:a was particularly agitated. While the sciengﬁcally e_dufcate_cfi c;.ﬁ;
tains knew this to be a tidal phen'(_)mznon, tl;)e ?ed?l::teitzews cared tl
ffects of the heat of the torrid zone boiling the water.. .. - | o
Waistt‘gz]:[d seem reasonable to assume that with il%iﬁal tl’éWEl ﬂlese(iﬂoglsltr?:lz
races would disappear. But this did not happen stralghtforwa_.r.dly and a belie i
the existence of monstrous races persisted. This_'may-.__have be_q_l for twlf\(r(t)l-lre.as];)_ s
The first reason was that Europeans had a psychological ne_ec? _t.o.maz 0 eir. qlirs
ders with' the unknown and different because the ‘demarFatlon of m-ermér
‘key to identity (see the box on the following page - we will explor.et (isbecause
later in the chapter). Second, the stories of monstrous races Per:ii ed be aee
they did in fact exist! Practices of lip stretch’mg_ and yoga ot g ?Szmght
distorted bodies to the first travellers; warriors’ use of colourful s 1e1_ rm__e_s
look - from a distance - like faces on their chests; an'd P?n-European }fngurg‘:?ﬁ_
could sound very alien to travellers. Thus, ironjgaﬂy, initial travel may . a‘{e']ﬁdre
for&ed these mythologies. However, once E.uropeans started to travel more
extensively these stories became less convincing, Gradually there was a fr 5
move towards observation and so the location of the monstrous races ¢ kzr;%v ,
to being always just beyond the horizon of the known world. }I'ongiil;; now:
edge of the rest of the world has never escaped. textual comlfen.tton;‘. We da not
see the world innocent of the cultural baggage of our upbringing.. tis this ldee
that lies at the heart of the most important explanation of the way in which t

west views the rest — Edward Said’s Orientalism.




ORIENTALISM

Ship me somewhere east of Suez
Where the best s like the worst :
Where there arn't no Ten Commandrments an’ a man can raise a thirst

Rudyard Kfplf'ng'_Ma:hdc_jf@y o

Edward Said’s: 1978_: book, _'@rién:t&liknﬁ;"has- pfbhably béen one of the most

the world into two spheres in aesthetic production, popular culture, and

scholarly, sociological, and historica] texts. In other words, he is suggesting

that the concept of difference between east and west isa geopolitical differ-

ence which is written up throughout the texts of western culture whether

“through travel writing, political texts, paintings, or in academic discussions,

: To Said, any or all of the cultures of northern' Africa, east to southeast Asia

. ‘and the Souith Seas could be encompassed by the western geographical imag-
. “ination into a singular ‘Orient’. - o : _

-~ For Said, Orientalism is‘an imaginative geography for two reasons. First,

. L1
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e is particularly ifnpbrtant because of the link between: this imaginative geog-
l .

raphy and European power. This imaginaﬁiré geography w.a‘.fsu ?1&:11: ;?al;f::f
s it was built into colonial policy, into the institutio g ver

oot Spac‘:iamore recently, into the practices of aid and develqpment. . de

?rzratgr’l:tlilve geography of Orientalism shaped the real geographies practise

in the space of the Orient.




lIlta hs 1sl?£oi:tant t((i) realise, h‘owever, that Said did not consider that Europeans
ply made the Orient up. As he explained, ‘[o]ne ought never to

l1)1;303 “?z V(;f Ifly;hs which, were the truth about them to be told would simp}
oo o ]iztySi ((1 ea;cllc, éizgp ‘63):[ He g]jd n(;)t oppose the Orientalists’ images of glz
| ou _ 0 reality; but instead understood that (h
constitutive of reality because of the waw is kit boc 1 i Y mere
were related. O YAy in which knowledge and power

| Ex;fii tnﬁglii)ng understandable'of the new world they were exploring ~ simpli-
: rient and, by making 1t known' to Europeans, made it possiblelzor
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e géé’grapﬁi_cal areas. Said argﬁed that is i._l;n.l)'o..ss'ibl.é"ﬁ)‘f-'pebiﬂé.fo understand

the wotld except through discourse. He is not suggesting that the world is
made up only of our imaginations of it, but that we cannot access the real
world except through the cultural structurings of discourse (see the box on
discourse below).

These discourses were based around a series of binary pairs. At the heart of
this, the imaginative geography of Orientalism was a binary geography of the
Occident (west) and the Orient (east). However, in western thought, binaries
are never different but equal; there is always a hierarchy of values. Thus, Said
(1978: 72} insists that Orientals ‘are always symmetrical to, and yet diametri-
cally inferior to, a European equivalent, which is sometimes specified, some-
times not’. Taxonomies of difference in the history of western thought have
not allowed the existence of ‘different but equal. Western knowledge always
imposes a value on the binaries which privileges one term over the other.
Sometimes the Occidental value is identified and the Orient is shown to deviate
from it; at other times, the Occidental value is universalised, it is ‘the’ way of
doing something and the Oriental equivalent is simply seen as wrong.

There are a number of different themes - or discourses — through which the
Orient is marked as being different from Europe (see Figure 1.3). X

I Development and time. This discourse could be articalated in 2 number of f{vay‘s._'.} S

Sometimes the Orient was represented as backward while Europe was devel- "

oped. Alternatively, the Orient was seen as unchanging while Europe was
dynamic, as evidenced through the Enlightenment, the drive of mercantile cap-
italism, or the Industrial Revolution. Some versions of this discourse ii}éis'te
that cultures were in different stages of development. This discourse recognise




b

e Development
developed : backward

B ek‘pres_'s_idns-of_'l_ﬁdréﬁﬁr It wa
- ticularly iﬁlp‘df@@l_f
' available whiereas men wer
. Orientals were not considered to be
- often noted that during th i
: thanworkmgThls was espeq
* Protestant work ethi,

* Rationality. Orientals were. seéen’ ag i

of the world,

SRR Orientalisn
" |7 Occident : Orient

Science ]
science : superstition

Morality
moral ; immoral

Religion
| religious : heathen

Fi"gtire 1.3 Orientalisrm as a form of Fepresentation made up by a number of discourses

that the Egyptians and Chinese had great societies before Europe had developed
but that these civilisations Were now seen to be in decline. Asia and North
Africa were represented as old, decrepit, decaying civilisations, Europe was
dynamic yet mature, but sub-Saharan Africa was seen as undeveloped and
child-like. This version legitimated European intervention, as it was argued
that Europe had come to maturity just as old civilisations like Egypt and
China were in terminal decline, so that is was the duty of Europeans to rule
the ‘immature’ peoples in Africa because they were not sufficiently mature to
govern themselves,

Morality. In the discourse of Orientalism, the Orient was immoral and it was
the ‘white man’s burden’, as Rudyard Kipling famously put it; to improve the

religious practices; even in terms of order e

' metimes also f-'Eprés'sccl{'thi'dﬁgh sexuality,
ace of unrestrained sexuality: This was par-
e Victorian era in Britain, when there was con-
home. Oriental women ‘were ‘scen as sexually
eas 1 _ her seen as hypermasculiné with a kind of ani-
- mal 'sexuali_ty;j'qrﬁ:Wefr'e:.gméiscuia'téd,.:iﬁjpptﬁn't-sin: comparison to the power of
. Western: culture, Morality wa ncoded through discussions: of laziness.
productive as westerners and travellers
v native peoples Tazing around’ rather
portant in. the ‘moral serise of the
as value given to hard work with laziness

with the Oriéntfﬁ'dfféh' el as a pl

 siderable. sexual repression a

" regarded as immoral

rrational, ot accepting of European

science, and instead turning to animistic beliefs and magic, This notion was

~ and reason came to d_dni_i_hhi:_é}ffﬁﬁropea'n kuowlédge, dppéi‘ehtly differen-
. Hating European v_iew__s;fr_or_n_ the ‘ba_'ckwarc_l’ views of people in other parts

. Religion. Orientalism did not accept Binduisr, Istam and other non-Christian
. religions as true religions, and instead saw them as myths or beliefs. Thus,

" Europeans believed that Orientals were not religious and should be converted

_to Chiistianity,
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i 5 Sciene. This seéméd to provide ‘proof’ of western superiotity .qu.'onga_n_ sg;::_ipce_
" had allowed people to conquer riature (in that the landscape was made produc-

tive, minerals were mined from the earth, and science offered explanations of
>

e how nature worked), time and space (in the power to tra\rf:l distances }'e.]atively
s qujckly"using trains, ships and air travel), and the body (in that mel;hf:me w$
s providing power over illness). Africans and others were seen to be gng ‘tm _
. nature. Indeed the fact that they had not created cities and settled cultivation

meant to Europeans that natives were unable to exploit natural resources antd
transform nature: they should thus be seen as part of nature rather than separa (;
from it. Neither did natives understand science, and thl}s were unable to con(tirio
their environment. Furthermore, the apparent ease with Whlf:h Euroyean J s;
eases killed many indigenous peoples visited through exp!oratmn was prcla)o of
Europeans’ superior knowledge of the body. Tl.1at a relat%vely small 111]](11’1 er I(:_
Europeans were able to take territory into colonial possession seemed to. emo .
strate the power of European technology and weapons and the superiority o
their knowledge. Thus, this ‘proof’ could be summed up as follows:

» Medicine conquered illness.

¢ Travel conquered time and space,

» Mining extracted resources from natul_'e.

s Morality controlled natural bodily desires.

More will be said about science in the next chapter, how?ver i.t is im.pf)rtan(tﬁ to
note here that scientific discourses were often in conflict with relxgiot;sth s
courses. Whereas religious discourses privilegedlEuropeans ‘bf:c'ause of nts:l'
Christianity, the only true religion, scientiﬁ.c dlSCOI-lI'SE:S criticised Orhie:nCe
peoples for their continued reliance on religious belllef's rath?r tha;jn scien ht.
Said argues that while the individual discourses comprising On‘enta. sm m;tghe
be contradictory, the overall structure of the gfeOgraphlcaI 1fnagnt1;:tmn_—_ o e
Orient being entirely different from the}1 Oc;@m:t - ;:vtg:tmed e sarge_, an
inforced this bin eography of.east an - S
::::: f;fi:. :gioiot a compoﬁgltg of Orienta]ism until th.'e 'nirieteenth c_:emj:lry,
when the ‘scientific’ category of race was used_ to explain Europgar:l :dlt:n_l__ln_a;
tion, Through this discourse measurable bi‘olo'chal' facts (suc_h as he‘f‘g s taijp_g ?n
brain size) were used to explain western superiority. We will cons.x er 1s 1
more depth in the next chapter. SRS -




ORIENTALIST ART

One of the main ways that the Orient was made available to Europeans was
through art. The ways in which the lands and peoples beyond Europe were
represented in painting are instructive of the ways in which the west viewed
the rest. Paintings are interesting because of their broad appeal and the fact-
that at the time, for the majb'fity_'t)'f-Eli_fbpéaﬁS';' paintings were the only insight
they had into 'thé'-O_fi_'enf."-Su‘c}i-'p'!a”ihtin”gs“‘t)‘ften-' presented incredible detail,
convincing viewers of their authenticity through the ‘reality effect’ of lifelike

Much of Said’s analysis was based upon the written accounts of travellers,
academics and 'pdlj_'ticians{"HbWéxfe_r',”Wé'c_an' see a number of the discourses
that Said identified encapsulated not only in written descriptions of places,
but also in visual representations of them. Tndeed, this was one of the centra]
arguments in, _Said’s-'thesis = ﬂ;afc. Orientalism cuts across different forms of

knowledge; whether _téxfu_alﬂ-org_,"vi's'_i;al,' academic or popular culture. It s
through the resonances between the different types of cultural production
(the fact that the miessage about this geographical difference could be found
throughout culture) that Orientalism has developed its influence.

Writing about his painting, The Fanatics of Tangier, for the brochure for
the 1838 salon; Delacroix stated ‘their enthusiasm excited by prayers and wild
cries, they enter irito a veritable state of intoxication, and, spreading through
the strects, péi'fbl_’iﬁ'a'ﬂ_l(jmyaﬂd_ contortions, and even dangerous acts’,

o He claimed the'y'réaCh'éd"é state of ecstasy which allowed them to walk on
. red-hot coals, eat scorpions, lick red-hot irons and walk on sword blades, all
apparently without noticing their injuries. This image of impassioned reli-
“gion, steeped in mysticism' and secret rites, stood in stark contrast to the

' restrained and orderly practices of religion in Europe of the time.
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Figure 1.4 The Fanatics of Tangier, Delacroix, 1838

Figure 1.5 Dance of the Almeh, Gerome, 1863




