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Beécause of its influence, Orientalism has générafed a great deal of critical dis-
cussion. There are a large number of papers and edited collections discussing
Said’s work, but there are four particularly important issues.

1 Occidentalism, Just as he critiqued Orientalists of reducing a vast and differ-
entiated area to the Orient, so Said reduces all of Europe (and later also North
America) to the Occident. Clearly there are differences within the west. For
instance, what differences might there be in the geographical imagination of
those countries that did not have colonies? What of internal colonies and
groups of others within Europe (such as Northern Ireland within the UK,
groups of East European Romany travelling people, and those from European
empires now living within the west)? Furthermore, there are traditions of
‘Occidentalism’, representations of Europe and its culture from the non-
Western world. These are significant issues, but it is important to remember
that although the structures of representation are similar, there is one big dif-
ference between Orientalism and Occidentalism which is power, i.e. that the
west had, and continues to have, the most powerful voice in representing the
west and the rest throughout the world. Historically the influence of
Orientalist representations of the world has been much greater than that of
Occidentalist accounts, a point we will return to at various places in the book.

5 Historical difference. Said focuses on continuities to the detriment of historical
change. While we can trace the continued existence of themes from
Orientalism into contemporary culture (and this is in fact something we will
do throughout this book), clearly some things are different today - we can see
this in the way we view the images of the rest of the world which used to be
taken for granted - and if Said’s theories are correct, there is no way for
accounting for these changes. .

3 Gender. Said has been critiqued for an implicit gendering of the Orient as female.
Many of the images he used are highly gendered (think of the image in Figure 1.5).
Because this is not reflected upon, Said effectively reinforces the patriarchal idea
that it is men who are active and capable, and women are passive and unable to
represent themselves. As we shall see in Chapter 2, feminists have argued that
western women travellers to the Orient produced very different accounts
because of the power relations they experienced at home. Their positionality
challenged the neat binaries that Said’s work depends upon.

4 Retextualisation. Said talks of a textualised Orient, but in his work he does not
detextualise it but retextualises it. Following from the Foucaultian literature he
draws on, no-one can provide a true representation of reality, all is constructed
through discourse. Now the Orientalists’ texts are replaced by Said’s text.
While the Orientalist texts aimed to show that the Orient was backward, this
has been replaced by Said’s aim of demonstrating the political ‘nature of the
Orientalists. The values (whether the Orient or the Occident contains the problem)
have changed but the structure of representation (there is a geographical space
of Orient and of Occident) remains the same, We still do not know what ‘they’
think of themselves, as the voices of Oriental people are not included in the
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Geographies of Postcolonialism

KNOWLEDGE AND POWER

This book first arose out of a passage in Borges, out of the laughter that shattered,
as | read the passage, all the famifiar landmarks of my thought - our thought, the
thought that bears the stamp of our age and our geography - breaking up all
ihe ordered surfaces and all the planes with which we are accustomed to tame
the wild profusion of existing things, and continuing long afterwards to disturb
and threaten with collapse our age-old distinction between the Same and the
Other. This passage quotes a ‘certain Chinese encyclopaedia’ in which it is writ-
ten that ‘animals are divided into: (a} belonging to the Emperor, (b} embalmed,
(c) tame, (d) suckling pigs, {e) sirens, (f) fabulous, (g) stray dogs, () included in
the present classification, (i} frenzied, (j) innumerable, (k) drawn with a very fine
camelhair brush, @) et cetera, (m) having just broken the water pitcher, (n) that
from a iong way off iook like flies’ In the wonderment of this taxonomy, the thing
we apprehend in one great leap, the thing that, by means of the fable, is demon-
strated as the exotic charm of another system of thought, is the timitation of our

own, the stark impossibility of thinking that.

But what is it impossible to think, and what kind of impossibility are we faced
- with here? Each of these strange categories can be assigned a precise meaning
and a demonstrable content; sorme of them do certainly involve fantastic
entities — fabulous animals or sirens — but, precisely because it pufs them into
catégories of their own, the Chinese encyclopaedia localizes their powers of
contagion; it distinguishes carefully between the very real animals (those that
are frenzied or have just broken the water pitcher) and those that reside solely
in the reaim of imagination. The possibility of dangerous mixtures has been
exorcized, heraldry and fable have been relegated to their own exalted peaks: no
conceivable amphibious maidens, no clawed wings, no disgusting, sguarmous
epidermis, none of those polymorphous and demoniacal faces, no creatures
breathing fire, The quality of monstrosity here does not affect any real body, nor
does it produce modifications of any kind in the bestiary of the imagination;
it does not lurk.in the depths of any strange power. It woutd not even be
oresent at all in this classification had it not insinuated itself into the empty
space, the interstitial blanks separating all these entities from ane another. It is
not the fabulous’ animals that are impossible, since they are designated as such,
but the narrowness of the distance separating them from (and juxtaposing




“ithemto).the stray dogs; or the animals that from a long way off ook like flies What

- transgresses the boundaries of all imadinati '
: : gination, of all possible thought, is simpl
alphabetical series (a, b, ¢, o) which finks each of those categories%o all the E%Z:Sa t

Michel Foucault, ‘Preface] The Crder of Things
PP, Xv—xvi

;I}‘lhe opﬂelning quotation, the preface from The Order of Things (1970), where
¢ author Michel Foucault explains his motivations for writing thc:, book

VEZ;IIEX(?;); OCI;) ;((:nﬁll;d_oqt_gbqu_t the resources available that would boost the
Ising power.. Geographers had' an i i
Indeed, the formation of the modern discin]ine w an “mporfant role in this.
, Ol odern discipline was depend
phers’ roles in the charting of new places and gcted o i aid to st
expansion overseas.. - & g paces and acted as an aid to satecraft in
this _chap_te; _w_e.:w1[1_ look qt_the__ tise of scientific uhdefsténdingé of the

;ﬁiﬁﬁ&f t}:g’ys:tiﬁ} Whi"c‘h this knowledge was communicated to the general
- how the miaiori ;
fopulatio the l.n.a}.(.)rlty. of P??p% 11.1. Europe fognd out about the rest of

'KNOWING THEWORLD

e :iaw in dthe previous chapter, discourses of difference from the
- Medieva period to the seventeenth century were based upon religion

730 1 GeodgravRhies of Pacemlami s

appearance and social patterns. Science and technology were not often used
as China, India and the Middle East were more advanced than Europein
many technologies and forms of knowledge. In the eighteenth century, the
European Enlightenment saw a rise in the importance of science and tech-
nology as the basis of comparison. Capitalism drove the economies of
Europe and scientific knowledge was used to develop new methods of pro-
duction. Europeans saw their economy and society developing quickly, and
viewed themselves as dynamic and vibrant in comparison to what seemed to
them as timeless cultures, or even decaying civilisations elsewhere.
Time and space were central. European modernity — especially the rise of
industrial production — meant that time and organisation were very impor-
tant (think of the centrality of the organisation of time to the modern world,
particularly the significance of timetables and workshifts). Other societies
were seen to fail to ‘value’ time, adhering to natural rhythms or seemingly
unable to use time efficiently. Space was similarly valued through the knowl-
edges produced by charts and maps and the centrality of space in the layout
of the industrial production line. This mathematisation of space allowed for
better management and control, whether in terms of better navigation, of the
more efficient and accurate measurement of space for the collection of taxa-
tion. Railways opened up continents and helped to link countries together.
They also facilitated a more efficient exploitation of resources and the move-
ment of troops around countries. This again seemed to provide evidence of
European superiority through technology (and therefore, by extension,
Furopean civilisation): with relatively small numbers of troops they could
control a country. Europeans triumphed over space, whereas others were
trapped in place. o
Religion was still important to many as a category, but was nonetheless in
decline. This trend was reinforced in the nineteenth century where science
and technology, modernity and progress became paramount in the under-
standing of differences between cultures. For the first time in the nineteenth
century came the rise of a racial ‘science’ which sought to explain the differ-

ences between peoples.

COLONIAL KNOWLEDGE: MACHINES
AS THE MEASURES OF MEN

In many places, European travellers found no indigenous written sources
and so they presumed an absence of science and philosophical learning.
Science was seen as a very important tool which demonstrated human
achievement over nature. In theoretical terms, the development of science
allowed for the development of the laws of the physics and chemistry, and the




ability to conceptualise: abstract problems. In practical terms, it facilitated
¢ precision;: engineering and measurement. In his book Machines s the
* Meastires of Men (1989) , Michael Adas demonstrated the central importance
of scientific knowledge in definitions of European superiority over others so
that %4 society’s level of development could be gauged by its technological
achievements’ (Adas, 1989 100).

There was great debate about whether non-Europeans could be taught
about science, or whether there was a fundamental difference in abilities.
It was often concluded that they could be taught to operate technology,
but not to comprehend abstract science. What was important about these
discourses of science was the fact that they appeared value-neutral and
thus beyond reproach, This was not about subjective judgement or
insults; European science seemed entirely rational and unbiased, as Adas
explains:

Because
ideas ab

Despite its ascendance as the predominant form of differentiation between
- Societies, science was not always used in isolation. There were various inter-
- dependencies between scientific and religious forms of description, despite
their apparent contradictions. Fgr instanice, the engineering triumph of the

- David Livingstone, ‘who saw himselfas a “cog in God'’s machinery”, regarded
- railroads and telegraphs as important instruments for breaking down barriers
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to Christian conversion’ (Ibid;, p- 206). One ninet.eenth cenmrylEm&)P:;r;
commentator suggested that “Thirty miles an hour is fatal tc? the s o*i:fl 16; "
of paganism’ and called it ‘pilgrimage done by steam’ (Edwin Arnold, ,

quoted in Adas, 1989: 226).

ACADEMIA AND COLONIALISM

The eighteenth century saw a significant rise in academic_societic?s Wﬂlf‘h;g tI(;
assist in the colonial endeavour. In 1859 the Anth;opolﬁglcai Society of Par
is i del for others.
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Europe. In Britain, the Royal ( ished in 1830.
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through the sponsorship of exploration, ( pwith
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ire. Table 2.1 shows this clearly. Stoddar .
ggilpt)f the original 460 members and this showed that the influence of the
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S beét;knowh a'rﬂo.ng them Wa:s'..El'l's'WOft}.i;Hﬁhﬁiﬂgt'én'," 'aﬁd-éépe'c_i'aﬂy:-his book CEL
from 1907, The Pulse of Asia, which recorded his travels within the continent -

and ended with his argument about the correlation between climate types
and civilisation, ‘an argument developed more fully in Civilization and
Climate in 1915, Huntington produced maps of the world which showed the

- potential places where civilisation could emerge. These were centred around

the cool, invigorating climes of northwestern Europe. Further north, he
argued, and it was considered too cold for effective civilisation to emerge; fur-
ther south, and people were rendered too languid due to the heat to go about

building civilisation.

KNOWING THE NATIVE BODY

It was not only geographical societies that emerged and flourished at this
time. The discipline of anthropology was established at the same time as
geography and for many of the same imperialistic reasons. Much of the work

. of this discipline was concerned with ‘physical anthropology, which mea-

sured body parts as a ‘scientific’ way to classify races. By the end of the nine-
teenth century, the use of photography further assisted this science of racism.
Thousands of images of natives were used to create racial archetypes. Natives
bodies were photographed against measuring sticks in front of a grid so as to
allow for detailed calculations of all the dimensions of a body. This form of
science led to various attempts to explain the differences between ‘races
through rational, scientific explanation. It is now clear how problematic this
‘science was and much of it was simply thinly disguised racism. And yet such
explanations held great sway and were generally considered entirely
respectable at the time. R o o
Racism relates human behaviour and character to the race (phenotype) to
which an individual or group belongs. One very important focus for racist
scientific measures of difference was the body. Racist ideology usually
involved an aesthetic appraisal of physical features and an elaborate classifi-
cation of traits of mind and personality linked to physical features. This relied
upon an implicit mind-body unity within which the shape of the body bore
witness to the soul. In the late eighteenth century racial hierarchies were
constructed with whites (especially north-west Europeans). at the top and
Jews and blacks in lower places, and some went further to link this to the new
science of evolution by including apes at the bottom. These hierarchies were
established through the measurement of skull capacity, brain size, face shape,
and various other aspects of the body. It was argued that black physical traits -
dark skin, coarse hair, thick lips — were outward signs of ‘inner cognitive
defect’ This ‘science’ was cross-cut by aesthetics. Cuvier (1827-1835), in the
16-volume The Animal Kingdom, compared black people to monkeys and
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- stated 3tha:ti_-th¢y.:W6'nld forever remain in barbarism. In contrast, he argued
- that Europeans are distinguished by:

.. The Caucasian, to which we belong, is distinguished by the beauty of the oval
formed by his head, varying in complexion and the colour of the hair To this vari-
ety, the most highly civilized nations, and those which have generally heid ali
others in subjection, are indebted for their origin.

{Curvier, 1832: 50)

The initiators of racism were European intellectuals: clergymen, physicians,
professors, and philosophers. In the nineteenth century, science was pressed
into the service of racism to prove the inferiority of blacks, all colonised
people outside of Europe and Jews in Europe. Such views seemed to gain sci-
entific legitimacy from Darwin’s influential The Origin of Species by Means of
Natural Selection, published in 1859. Darwin introduced the notion of a
‘straggle for life) in which some species would always be more successful

than others in adapting to local natural-environmental conditions, Although

Darwin’s ideas revolved around changes that would occur over many gener-

ations, and from random’ fluctuations in’genetic adaptation, the idea of the

‘survival of the fittest' inherent in the struggle-for-life argument was focuseld

on by environmental determinists. These ‘ocial Darwinists’ viewed tlje
world as being split info winners and Iosers, with the winners being those
organisms (or people) ‘most able to adapt {o prevailing environmental cir-
cumstances and the losers being those who were unable to adapt and fit only
for death, | S e

Social Darwinisin can also be secn as an apology for the excesses of capi-

talists and imperialists who were associated wiik imperial éxpansion at the
time, making political struggle, class warfare, economic competition and
rapid change and upheaval seem like a natural state for human life:

- Capitalism’in its red iy tooth and ¢law 'cé'rﬁbé'titi\)e_fs'_:t'ag'é' provided the sociaf
modef for a new mode - of natural understanding: In” tiirn; riatural science
provided legitimation-for conducti g social life in this dog-eat-dog way. {Peet.

Social Darwinism, undetstood within the context of environmental determin-
ism, made conflict; violerice and domination seem. natural, and an inevitable
feature.of human life: This gave a free rein to-capitalists and imperialists to do
as they wished, as it would appear that winners and losers were therefore also
natural. Social Darwinists argued that in the struggle for existence,
ples would inevitably be eliminated by superior ‘races. While su
views were discredited later in the century for their questionable sci
‘and racist assumptions (as we shall see later), there are elements o
that still persist within contemporary imagined geographies.

some peo-
ch extreme
entific basis
f such views
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© Table2.2. Binaiies at the heart of westefri reasoning

Mind Body
Reason Passion
Culture Natu_re
Active Passive
White Black

Male Female
Middle class Working class

Adult Child

Cross-cutting all this was the belief that we have come across alf[iclady tha;
other races were more closely related to nature than whites, that ezﬁ werf
more tied to their bodies than their minds. T-his returns us to the c;::ntr }tlya 0e
binary logic at the heart of the European Enlightenment thoughth that w:ei vd
mentioned already. Enlightenment binary c.oncepts sepe}rated t e n;m ;III)
rationality from nature and the body, and this ceptral belief was rein otﬁ:e h{
the existence of other structuring binaries running through western thoug

. (see Table 2.2). Other races were considered to be more natural in t'he1r
: ) ) . - . . = n
instincts, and sometimes even viewed as having animal passions — more give

over to the body and helpless in the face of desires that were both physical :111:(:
sexual. This idea was linked to a perceived lack of coptrol over the se;lxs.els . ar
was achieved through the development _of ’_the mlnd Women, t t:i _ O:I\T-:e
classes, and children were also held to be more embodied than eduffate_ ;v (11 €
men. What links those concepts (to the right of Table 2.2 above). 1sd fam odi
ment, or more correctly, a lack of control over the body by the min. : Wml'r_lgr;
were regarded as being closely aligned to natural(pattems (?.ue to their 10 1&; a_\s
mothers, through the cycle of menstruation and ?Vomanly probl.ems'su.c t ai_
hysteria and fainting; the working classes were beln?ved to be la;la;llg inin ere
lect and driven by bodily passions rather than hjg_helf goals; th ' F'EXH V\Irf ¢
viewed as not yet sufficiently developed to achieve control afld rea'scifl.t . a:: ‘
to be controlled by patriarchal powers ~ elites; fathers; and imperia 1ls s. .nst
again we see that European men positioned themselves as normal, again
which all others were compared and from which all were seen tc.) dewa.te._d. _

So far, this chapter has discussed formal science and acaflemla._%;lf? elrj_
ciplines such as geography and anthropology were becpmmg more 1_fl uﬁce
tial within universities and their knowledge was I}awng greater 1lnt.u¢_ y
within government and colonial policy, the majority of the popt;l a dlo;x:.on
Europe were not aware of the developments in knovyledge t.ha't ab. ee
made. Said, however, argued that the power of Oru.an‘fahsm lay in its u 1qq1tgf,
that the division between east and west was (and still is) fundan:lental_ ti) we_st -
ern knowledge in both high culture and popular culture. We will now turn tg
look at the ways in which the majority of the European population cg@e _
know about the rest of the world.




" TRAVELLERS'TALES

Parlk’s life,

. ;ttrantfsnsdfo; me the vision of 3 young, emaciated, fair-haired man, clad simpl
on the round i the Shate of a cohes, Gasping painfully for breath and Ning
€ shade of an enormous African t i
while from a neighbouring vi ree (species unknown),
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woman is approaching him with 1 calabash fa e Dlackskinned
i . . gourd] full of pure cold

I'5|mple draught which, according to himself, seems to have effected i
ous cure.f...] _ o €d a miracu-

...the monuments left by all sorts of e_fn'pi'r_.e_"b't_n_l:dé'r.s [Wi” notl suppress for

- me the.memory of David Livinastana Tha « £
i ever o avid Livingstone. The words ‘Central Africa’ bring b fi
MY &yes.an old man with a rugged, kind face and a clipped, gray moﬁst:cirej

. Pacing wearily at the head of a few bfack followers along the reed-fringec -

~ fakes towards the dark native hut on the Congo headwaters in which he died

clinging in h:s_ygr):(__l_a_st. hour_yo_ hns:bear_t’s unappeased desire for the sources

o oftheNile
e ._-.jo.sep:h._an.rad (1.92@, ’Geography and Some EXIDIOI’erS' in HeaffOfDarknesg

_ e:i l(;}rcaov\gf;m;a. th_gse words 'Stll’ the imagination, Thiough the ages men have
_ n to unkno.wn regions by Siren voices, echoes of which ring in our

: .. Wright (1947); President of the Association bfAmerfcan Geographers
rdn:rlllc:sasil? hgv? al“g S been popular due to their mix of excitement
;o Ton 3 Xoticism. Dreams of far-off places oft _ ’
ke and i - - O places often seem to involve child-
o lke and nnocent enthusiasm. However, as'we have seen. travel and explo-

o E e e of imperialist and colonial expan;
that C__:l}"_‘_?’acte;}se‘cl'nmeteenth century imagined geographies, Ex; loiipansmn
31 the forefront in the establishment of col e were
g __‘_3(_’__‘?_C_tll_lg_}}_lf(_)_np'aﬁon about new lands and new peoples. Travellers’
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outsold ‘only BY."réIigiBizs books, and travellers illustrated talks around the

country packed in the crowds. These tales constructed the world through
narratives of heroism and bold deeds. They drew upon the kinds of discourse
already introduced, but made the representations much more accessible to
the population at large.

The style of these explorers’ accounts was significant in two ways. First, the
way that explorers looked at the world, according to Mary-Louise Pratt’s
influential (1992) critique, could be characterised by their adoption of the
‘monarch of all I survey’ rhetoric. Pratt has argued that explorers tended to
look down upon new scenes to be described - on the one hand, to provide a
vantage point from which to get a good view, but, on the other, she argued,
this then had more profound impacts on the way in which the explorer
described his (and the gendering is deliberate) relationship with the land. Not
only does standing at a high point raise an explorer above the landscape and
people being described, already implying a relationship of power, this privi-
leged point of view also places the explorer outside of what is being described,
and establishes his viewpoint as authoritative. French theorist Michel de

Certeau described this perspective as follows:

His elevation transforms him into a voyeur. It puts him at a distance. It transforms
the bewitching world by which one was ‘possessed’ into a text that lies before
ane’s eyes. It alfows one to read it, to be a solar Eye, looking down like a god. The
exaltation of a scopic and Gnostic drive; the fiction of knowledge is related to this
lust to be a viewpaint and nothing more. (de Certeau, quoted in Ryan, 1996; &)

The explorer’s account from this vantage point, then, is presented as the most
accurate and complete {for an example of this, see the box on Henty Morton
Stanley on p. 41).

The second important aspect about the nature of explorers’ accounts was
the structure of the narrative of their travels. The first-person account artic-
ulated through an explorer’s journal ensured that he was at the centre of the

story, creating him as the hero of that story:

The mythology of exploration insists that the explorer be pitted against the vicis- -
situdes of nature, hounded by inconsiderate indigenes and worn out by hunger-
in the service of his country. Above all, the explorer is an heroic individuaf; in-..
exploration hagicgraphies there is rarely mention of the other members of the

party ... (Ryan, 1996; 21)

Richard Philips (1997) and others have argued that this exploration was
marked by the convergence of nationalism, masculinity and the romance of
far-off places. It was a kind of muscular, individualistic, independent mas-
culinity. This was not a bookish intellectual, but instead a figure with great
knowledge of survival skills, nature and what has been called the ‘sternly



* (quoted in Driver, 1991 144). The popularity of these travel accounts was

. especially significant in the nineteenth century with the rise of the popular
‘press. It was, after all, the most important w
the world.

ay in which people learnt about
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Subverting dominant travel? ‘Lady travellers’

Figure 2.2 Jjan van der Straet’s America (lock at this representation of Columbus arriving in
America. What are the characteristics of male and female, and of coloniser and colonised, as
shown in this image?)

Alady explorer? a traveller In skirts? i

The notion’s a trifle too seraphic; . |
Let them stay and mind the '
But they mustn't, cant, and s

babies, or hem our ragged shirts;
han't be geographic,

thought. The differences between men and women are reinforced by other
pairs in each binary. While men are seen as active agents, women are seen as
passive — men look and women are looked at. If this seems like an exaggera-
tion, think about the artistic tradition of painting nudes. If you go into a
museum to look at such great works, the vast majority of painters will be men
and their subjects will usually be women. The male artist is active (he has
painted the picture) while the women are passive, sitting (or more often
lying) still while they are represented. Similarly, a male viewer oi the picture
will be active, doing the looking, The woman in the picture will often be both
naked and submissive (either looking away or up at the viewer), .
Feminist theorists have suggested that this relationship is much more signif-
icant than simply being a convention in art. Thus, a viewer is characterised as
being male and that which is being seen is coded as female (think of ‘virgin
territories’ awaiting discovery by male explorers). It is not that women cannot
look (at pictures, landscapes or other women), but that the gendered relation-
ship is structured in such a way as to make this difficult, and we sée this
encompassed in the particular strategies adopted by early female travellers.-
For instance, one English explorer of West Africa, Mary Kingsley; depicts
herself discovering swamps not by looking down on them or walking around
them to demarcate them, but by sloshing zestfully through them. Kingsley

Punr:h magazine’s son
in Stoddart, 198s: 63)

g to the Royal Geographical Society, 10 June 1893, quoted

» the prevailing view i i
more generally, was that women were betterg o nop ot o th

wilds discovering places. off at home, not out there in the

42 ] Geoaranhicc mf Bees 5+ o



was not taking possessio
this difference exist?

Women were not the first European people to ‘discover places. Audiences
were interested in their books an

d talks because they were the first European
women to set foot in a new plac

¢, and they were of further interest because
they were thus doubly out of place. In addition, they had different reasong for

n of what she saw but instead stole past. Why does
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