NEW ORDERS?

Political sovereignty is but a mockery withaut the means of meeting poverty
and illiteracy and disease. Self-determination is but a slogan if the future holds
no hope.

That is why my nation, which has freely shared its capital and its technology to
* help others help themselves, now proposes officially dedicating this decade of
- the 1960s as the United Nations Decade of Development, Under the framework
- of that Resolution, the United Nations’ existing efforts in promoting economic
: growth can be expanded and coordinated. Regional surveys and training insti-
“ tutes can now pool the talents of many. New research, technical assistance and
pilot projects can unlock the wealth of less developed lands and untapped
waters. And development can become a cooperative and not a competitive
" enterprise — to enable all nations, however diverse in their systems and beliefs,
to become in fact as well as in law free and equal nations. :

My country favors a world of free and equal states. We agreé'with those who say
that colonialism is a key issue in this Assembly. But let the full facts of that issue
be-discussed in full,

On the one hand is the fact that, since the close of World War II, a worldwide
declaration of independence has transformed nearly 1 billion people and 9 mil-
lion square miles into 42 free and independent states. Less than 2% of the
world’s papulation now lives in ‘dependant terrltorles

| do not ignore the remaining probiems of trad|t[onai colonlahsm which still
confront this body. These problems can besolved with patience, goodwill, and
determination. Within the limits of our responsibility in such matters, my coun-
try intends to be a participant and not merely an observer, in the peaceful, expe-
ditious movement of nations from the status of colonies to the partnership of
equals. That continuing tide of self determmanon which runs so strongly, has
our sympathy and our support.

But ccloniatism in its harshest forms is not only the exp|0|tat|0n of new natlons
by old, of dark skins by light, or the subjugation of the poor by the rich. My nation
was once & colony, and we know what colonialism means; the expleitation and



i -:5ubjugati6n of the weak by the powerful, of the many by the few, of the govermned
~“who have given no consent to be governed, whatever their continent, their class,
their color.

President John F. Kennedy, Speech to the United Nations,
25 September 1961, New York

This chapter will consider the cultural ways in which the end of the colonial
period was understood. It will focus particularly on fears about the ‘closing’
of the world, which takes us back to Joseph Conrad’s thinking about the
romance of difference, and to the rise of new understandings about the
relationship between the west and the rest, especially the concept of ‘devel-
opment’. This period saw the shifting of dominance from Europe to the USA
and was heralded by an optimism about the possibilities for a better world.
However, how much did really change?

THE END OF BLANK SPACES ON THE MAP t
In the early twentieth century, fears arose about the fact that all of the wor!ld
had been colonised and had become known to Buropeans because this meant
that there were no more dark spaces on the map to explore, conquer or con-
vert. After the ‘scramble for Africa’, where Europeans raced to lay claims on
the continent from around 1880 until the First World War, there was little
territory for Europeans to compete over. As we have seen at various points
throughout the book so far, colonialism was driven by issues of reason and
science, but throughout this it was also shot through by issues of romance,
whether for the ‘noble savage’ or the mysteries of unexplored places.
Romance is designed to satisfy the desire for adventure, danger, excitement
and otherness. As Said has explained so-convincingly, the Orient provided
this space of romance for Europe for centuries but there was a feeling that by
. end of the nineteenth century, with the global reach of European colonialism
- achieved, that this had come to an end. There were no blank spaces left on
. the map, no unknown dangerous places within which heroes could prove
“themselves, no unknown others to-meet,
. With exploration and then the apparatus of colonial rule the world was
divided into the safe, known world and that of the non-west, with the laiter

- characterised by magic and mystery, disorder and otherness yet to be discov-
ered: Processes of colonialism and imperialism open up otherness by domes-
:_ti_c'a'ti_rig__"jcihd_ordering it. This, however, rids it of its otherness, exoticism and
excitement. By end of the nineteenth century it seemed that this romance had
- come toa close and we saw the emergence of a theme that will run through
- post-colonial culture: a sense of loss. Global modernisation was being driven

by colonialism and was eradicating otherness and exotic ‘elsewheres’. Some
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i i iali - he romance of otherness, bringing
theti. saw imperialism as the threat to t .
homogeneity and safety to all places. They perceived that the adventure
had gone. ‘ .
haFff’éxample, if we return to Joseph Conrad looking at maps of Africa, we
¢an see that he epitomised this disappointment by arguing that as ever@mg
* was named and known - all the blank spaces on the map had been filled in -
" this had robbed the continent of its mystery:

Now when twas a little chap | had a passicn for maps. | would Iook‘for hourslat
| South America, or Africa, or Australia, and tose myself in all the glories of explo-
ration. At that time there were many blank spaces on the earth, .and when | sa!vc\;
one that looked particularly inviting ona map (bgt they all ook like that) | \lNou
put my finger on it and say: When | grow up | will go there. The North Fl’lo e was
one of these places, | remember. Well, | haven't been there yet, and sha no;[jtry
now. The glamour’s off. Other places were scattered about the:- Equator anh in
every sort of latitude all over the two hemispheres. | have been in some of t e}:n
and ... well, we won't talk about that, But there was one yet — the biggest —t e
“ most blank, so to speak ~ that | had a hankering after.

True, by this time it was not a blank space any more. It had got filled since m)]/c
boyhood with rivers and lakes and names. it had ceased to ble a biank sp?ci %
delightful mystery — a white patch for a boy to dream gloricusly over. It ha
= become a place of darkness. (Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness, 1899)

Whether for better or worse (the opening optimisn} of Io‘hn F. Kenned}ji or
- the disappointment of Conrad), the end of the color%xal period seemed to f}:-
- ald a change in the world order. On the surfac'e it would appear that the
- binary structure had gone and instead post-colomahsnjl saw a shift into a new
* world order where the Orient was refigured as the Third Wf)rld. Anc.l yetilas
 we have seen, Said argues that the binary geography of Occ1de1.1t-0r1ent as
persisted to the present day. In this chapter, we will first consider thedcolri}-
ventional stories about decolonisation and then seek to understand the
nature of the emerging post-colonial world order.

¢

DECOLONISATION -

The colonial state relied heavily on the power of knowledge as discussed in
Chapter 3 - the idea of knowing the natives in order to control 'them. Thl(si
was achieved through the establishment of a model‘rn state whlc.h f:r_eagel

order within the space of the colony: through defining e'md cIass1fy1‘ng_ the
space in maps and patterns of land ownership, by counting populatéqns in
censuses, by standardising weights and measures to make trade an com(i
merce efficient and rational and through learning about local langu.ages gnk-
customs. This micro control of the state took a great deal of daily work;
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power. He suggests that under colonial
egimes, social life was divided into two domains:

The material, This was the public space outside the home where the economy,

statecraft, and science and technology were dominated by the colonial powers,

* Colonised leaders recognised the superiority of the colonisers in this sphere
and studied this knowledge with the intention of replicating it.

T?ze'spiritual. This was the private space of the home and the traditional cul-

. tures of the colonised society which were repressed during colonialism. Such
 values have been preserved in the hidden sp
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. ~have critiqued him for the lack of historical awareness that this exhibits,

NEW WORLD ORDERS

":.'ijSaild has argued that the structure of difference between the Occident and
Orient remained constant throughout those centuries he examined. Some

- _'-_z__izlthough, as we shall see in future chapters, there are many similarities
.__I?etween colonial and post-colonial cultures, Shohat and Stam (1994) have

Geographies of Postcolonialism

worked Said’s theory further to argue that in the middle of the twentieth -
ntury we witnessed a significant shift'in the natire of the Occident as the

olitical shape of the world but also in terms of cultural production.

Orders of Orientalism: were: reconfigured as modernisation theory and:
velopment. There have been various different variants of this, but most
ously coming from Rostow’s {1960} book Stages of Economic Growth: A
Nori-Communist Manifesto. The title of the book makes clear the new con-
ext for the post-colonial world order - the Cold War. Rostow’s vision was of
evelopment which was driven by capitalism rather than communism, and

thus it provided an alternative ideology to that followed by the Soviet Union

and its allies. This was seen as a new, positive, post-colonial world order, one
in which the differences between rich and poor would decrease and every
country could make good. As we can see from the opening quote for this
hapter, it was a period of great optimisn. US President John F. Kennedy
onfidently proclaimed the 1960s the ‘Decade of Development’, and insisted
that within ten years the differences between levels of economic development
etween the west and elsewhere could be overcome.

_: This then was an image of a truly post-colonial world order. The USA had
een such a strong advocate of de-colonisation that the image it presented of
the new US-centred world order was one based around equality. Looking

back at this period from the vantage point of hindsight, to us this now may

eem incredibly naive and perhaps rather cynical. Certainly the ‘Decade of

‘Development’ was not quite what it seemed.

Firstly, despite its egalitarian protestations, the USA. desired the end of

colonialism primarily to destroy trade relations between colonisers and
‘colonies. The US economy was growing rapidly, producing goods for an
_American consumer society. However, while north America was a large con-
tinent it remained a limited market, and to ensure that growth could continue

the USA needed to ensure a larger market. Therefore, it wanted a global free
market, unimpeded by these special relationships between countries and their
former colonies which made US goods more expensive in these countries. At
the end of the Second World War, the USA had given vast amounts of aid to
Europe in the form of the Marshall Plan. This was the first ever example of
development aid. There were arguments related to altruism, but the main dri-

- ver behind this was to ensure that Eurdpeans would be able to afford us
© goods. The economies of European countries had to be rebuilt so that US
© goods could be sold and, without dynamic markets in Europe, US industrial

growth could not be maintained. Thus, some have argued that development
programmes to the ex-colonies were similarly targeted at developing markets
for US consumer goods. At the same time, a weak economy was seen to offer
a situation that would make a country vulnerable to take-over by the USSR.
American geopolitics therefore suggested that it was important to bolster the
economies of post-colonial countries to ward off the dangers of communism.
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 Secondly, and despite an apparent break from the past, the worldview of
. development was still based on a hierarchical and patronising model of the
. world: that there were developed and developing nations. Rostow and others
~presented the world as if all its countries could be located along one linear
path to development, with the USA in the present and other countries
located somewhere behind but aspiring to achieve the same heights.
From our vantage point at the beginning of the twenty-first century, of
course, we can see that such development has not happened. Instead, differ-
ences in wealth have become larger,

THE THREE WORLDS CONCEPT

Nevertheless, the post-colonial world represents the emergence of a new con-
figuration of global geography which seems to make the Orientalist model
more complex by replacing a binary geography with one based on three
spaces — the first, second and third worlds: However, as Carl Pletsch (1981)
has argued, this new world: order is in fact still based on binaries. The first
binary is between the first and second world: - \
1 The First World, led by the USA, is based around free market"capitaiism and
political freedom in democracy: It is taken by western theorists to be the nat-
ural expression of imodernity, in that things are presumed to follow their own
course without any intervention, - : :

The Second World, ied by the USSR, offers an alternative model of develop-
ment,. one which western theorists view as being distorted by ideology, the
intervention in the market by the state; and the control of freedom also by the
state. The Second World was understood to. be modern but it was contami-
nated with a mixture of ideology that prevented it from being efficient, ratio-
nal or natural, thus drawing on'a colonial binary of the rational/irtational,

Both of these modern worlds were i ﬁp'p sition fo:

3 The Third World, which is what 'W:ész_'léfti_)'i};r!'_.'_ e

The world is still based around binaries as Pletsch’s diagram demonstrates but

. these operate at two levels, As with Said, Pletsch’s first binary recognises the divi-

- sion of the world into the ‘traditional’ and the ‘modern’, but he also includes a

. second tier of binaries whereby the modern is divided into ‘communist and

- free’. Modernisation theory simply links these: all countries should inevitably
. modernise but will follow either path if swiyed by one or other spheres of
- the modern. I

- So,what is it that unites the Third World? As the subtitle of Rostow’s (1960)

i - work suggests, this concept is primarily geopolitical. The Third World is

- 1o more than a residual category of the unaligned objects of the competing
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'iéure 4.1 Pletsch’s Three Worlds concept

‘policies of the first two worlds. This residual-ness was challenged by the
‘Bandung Conference which attempted to propose a third way for non- aligned
ountries to avoid either form of western modernisation — a positive sense
f an alternative to the west — but this was a very loose group of states that
_pi'oduced a rather superficial sense of identity. Some have indeed sought to
réclaim the “Third World’ as a positive term, referring to the political stance
of the alternative ‘third way (neither US-capitalism nor Soviet-socialisxln),
and it is still sometimes used today as a political position, notwithstanding
the end of the Cold War which had heralded the term originally.

- Like Said, Pletsch sees this imagined geography as streiching beyond the
cconfines of international politics or other political representations of the
world. It is not just a theory about geopolitical relations between th'e USA
and the USSR. He claims that these binaries also run through academic rela-
tions so that there is a post-colonial division of labour that differs from that
which exists under colonialism. Again, we see Pletsch’s links to Sa%d’s wor.k.
During colonialism and even before it, Orientalists were expert:? in certain
systematic aspects of the Orient - language or literaturel or pf)htu:s or art.
Now, Pletsch argues, there is a clearer division between disciplines.
 Those who studied the Third World were anthropologists and they only
“studied the Third World once the effects of modernisation had taken hol(?l.
Traditionally, anthropologists are area specialists. In their training, thf-_:re is
an important rite of passage where fieldwork must be undeFtaken in as
strange or different a society as possible, so that the anthropologist can divest
him or her self of their preconceptions and fully enter into the life of the
subjects of the research. When they return they must write ethnf)graphles -
detailed descriptions and explanations of the life of those in the Third World -
to make sense to westerners of a random set of instances of othernes:s.
Traditionally, anthropology is a discipline that accumulates its knowledge in
case studies rather than theoretical propositions, trying to make sense of the
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