ACADEMIC LANGUAGE

Cause and effect language (1} Different structures
There are many ways to express cause and effect relationships. You can use verbs: transform
affect lead to disrupt modify fucilitute alter contribute to
You can alsa use nouns: impact  chonge  disturbance
Sometimes cause and effect refationships do not have specific nouns or verbs te highlight the
relationship between phenomena; -
Avalanches are released by either on increase in stress (fresh snow or weight of a climber/
skier) or o decrease in strength of the snowpack ...
Either the cause or effect can come first depending on whether the verb is active or passive.
Compare:
Avalanches are refeased by ... an increase in stress (effect « cause; passive verb)
An increase in stress refeases avalanches (cause + effect; active verb)
A phenomenon can also be a cause and effect at the same time: '
Avalanches are released by either on increase in stress .. or @ decrease in the strength of
the snowpack caused by the heat of the sun. (effect « cause / effect « cause)

CADEMIC LANGUAGE

: -Cause and effect language (2) Resu!t : :

; :'The grammatlcal subject of a sentence is typlcally the maln focus The same message can

. be expressed by changing the focus of the sentence and usrng appropnate cause and eﬁect :
_Eanguage to clanfy the meanlng Compare the examples usrng the word resu!t and notrce the .
word class: S S ‘ . : ; :

- One key result of rrsrng house prrces is unuffordabmty (noun) . ) : :

Rrsrng house ,orrces s d srgnrﬁcunt phenornenon As a resu!t houSes become uno}j‘ordab.'e ‘-_

~Cause and effect Ianguage can be uery__ compl _ 7
: chf‘ferent ways usmg key cause and effect pouns, 'verbs and preposrtlons You can focuson
8 erther the cause (hlghhghted in the examples) or the effect by putting it ﬁrst |n a sentence i :

Key cause —> effect Fanguage rnc!ucles :
f / reason for / source of prrce rncreoses {nouns)

errted supp! y tends to 'ca y !ead to / resul’t rn / aﬂect price’ rncreases I{ verbs)
One cause of/ reason for / source of price i creases is limited supply (nouns) R

hmrted su_oply rs price. mcreases {nouns)

Prrces rncreased because of/ due to /on. account of /asa resuit of !rmrted supp.'y

(preposmonar' phrcrses) ;
. Price. iricreases. resu-'t from ,_ore caused by i about by r'rmrted supply {verbs)
NOtICE also that: hedgmg Ianguage |s often necessary when expressmg tduse and effect :
_'frelatlons ‘For example the. sentence Smokrng couses fung cancer is not factually correct

" because smokmg does. not always cause Iung cancer The staternent needs rephrasmg usmg _
hedgrng language e g Smokrng can couse Jung cancer or Smokrng often couses .'ung cancer B




TASK 3 Using cause and effect language

1 Join sentence halves t-5 with a-e using the cause and effect language below.
resultin  because of are causedby effectof may resultfrom

Commaodity price rises '

Compared to most other regions in the UK, London appears very ethnically diverse

Unemployment
Improvements in food hygiene and food preparation clearly

L B

Although the main ‘
unique influences on the capital city including its status asa ‘world city’ and high
international visitor numbers.
- b GPS satellite navigation systems is a reduction in journey Ume, drivers may come to
rely too heavily on such technology. :
¢ anumber of causes, including low economic growth and pqpulation growth.
. d notable reductions in bacterial outbreaks and poisoning,

4]

e greater demand than supply.

1 Complete the cause and effect relationships in the sentences with the correct
prepasition in, of, or from. Use each preposition twice.
1 Millions of homeowners across the USA saw the value of their houses drop

significantly asaresult .. . the property crash.
2 Headaches may result__‘__,___,_,‘,,,_,., ... stress and d,ehydration; altematively there may be
other causes. '

3 Oneresult .. . lmprovmg secondary school education is likely to be greater -
competition for university places.

4 This essay investigates whether increased trade liberalization actually results
...more consumer choice,

5 Sudden adoption of a low-calorie diet maynotresult, . weightloss as
intended.
6 Arguably the phenomenon of low bonemassresults ____ three major causes,

2 Now highlight the cause in each sentence in 1.

3 Write at least four sentences containing cause and effect relationships about your are
of study. Use the phrases result in, result from, as a result, and as a result of.

1 Identify the nouns and verbs relating to cause and effect in sentences 1-7.
1 Seafishing on an industrial scale has led to a consnderable transformation of the
marine environment.

2 The safety of modern wards in hospitals owes much to early pioneers in hygiene such
as Lister.

3 The firancial collapse was triggered by a computer failure.
4 Education can alter not just the way people behave, but the way they think.

5 Ideas and discoveries from past civilizations such as the Greeks and Sumerians still
have a huge impact on our lives today.

6 The main cause of change in the modern world is not technological advances, but
human imagination.

7 Human behaviour has contributed most to the changes that we see in the planet today

2 Write sentences showing the cause and effect relationships between the phenomena.
Use the cause and effect language in brackets.

Example: natural phenomena / earthquakes / other catastrophes (trigger)
Natural phenomena such as earthquakes can trigger other catastrophes.

a range of marine processes / constantly / marine environment (change)
science and medicine / well-being / society (impact)

many illnesses / general public / pollution / accidents {cause)

a knowledge / marine ecosystem / planet / future generations (save)
people’s lives / greatly / scienée and the arts (1mprove)

.-
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