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Forests as ‘natural’ vegetation
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People and forests



Sachsenspiegel, illustration from the 14th century

Deforestation in the Middle Ages
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Timber frontier
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Timber frontier and colonialism 
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Forest management

before 19th century
traditional: harvesting + other uses

after 19th century
modern (scientific): harvesting and tree planting
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Traditional management: coppicing





Děvín:

1384 urbarium

“Das holcz, das do get niderhalb des wegs durich die Chlausen, das 
haist der Lelasch, und ist deselb zeit 2 jar alt gewesen; wann er zw 7 
jarn chumpt, so schaczt mann für 36 lb. und 2 lb. ze leitchauff.”

1692 forest conscription

MZA F18 inv.č.7679
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Traditional management: other uses
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Traditional management: other uses



harvesting, planning, planting

Scientific forestry



a bureaucrat‘s dream

planning 400 (!) years ahead
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Scientific forestry
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Scientific forestry
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Scientific forestry: conflicts



Windstorm in the Tatra Mountains, 2004

Scientific forestry: problems and limits



Largest windstorm of the 19th century in Central Europe: 7 December 1868
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Forest transition
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