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1. Introduction
2. Philosophy and anthropology 
3. Philosphical anthropology and the 

ontological turn
4. ontology and epistemology
5. politics
6. How does my work look like in 

practice
7. Discussion



HOW DID YOU GET 
INTERESTED IN 
ANTHROPOLOGY?



HOW ABOUT 
PHILOSOPHY? WHAT 
COMES TO MIND WHEN 
YOU HEAR THIS WORD?



my answers

cross-cultural dialogue

radical translation (Quine, 1960)

is cross-cultural understanding possible?

thought experiment versus reality on the 
ground



Philosophy

method: conceptual analysis
• e.g. truth

universality



Philosophy

method: conceptual analysis
• e.g. truth

universality

the themes 
addressed are often 

very similar



Philosophical 
anthropology

interpretation of ethnographic data

power relations in anthropological research

Tim Ingold, Marisol de la Cadena, Eduardo Viveiros 
de Castro

Philosophy on Fieldwork. Case Studies in 
Anthropological Analysis Edited By Nils Bubandt, 
Thomas Schwarz Wentzer, 2022

Ontological Turn



Two philosophical terms which 
anthropologists use often

Ontology

■ what is there in the world
■ fundamental questions, 

categories, objects
■ the thing in itself

Epistemology

■ what/how I know, believe, about 
the world

■ perception, belief system
■ “one step removed”



Ontological 
Turn

“The epistemological problem of how one sees 
things is turned into the ontological question of 
what there is to be seen in the first place. 
Accordingly, what ultimately tints the 
anthropologist’s glasses are not social, cultural, 
political or other presuppositions, but ontological 
ones, by which we mean basic commitments 
and assumptions about what things are, and 
what they could be (including things like society, 
culture, politics and power). … The ontological 
turn is not so much a matter of ‘seeing 
differently’, in other words. It is above all a 
matter of seeing different things."

Holbraad and Pedersen 2017:5-6



Novelty: interpretation of 
ethnographic data

ethnographic 
material

differencenot in belief, but 
in ontology



Example: River as 
person (Kramm, 2021)
■ In Maori philosophy, the river is an anscestor, i.e. 

a person

■ Interpret as: what it means to be a person is 
defined differently in Maori philosophy, not 
that the Maori believe that the river is a person



Example: River as 
person (Kramm, 2021)
■ In Maori philosophy, the river is an anscestor, i.e. 

a person

■ Interpret as: what it means to be a person is 
defined differently in Maori philosophy, not 
that the Maori believe that the river is a person

■ Double importance
– accuracy of description
– political consequences



Political 
dimension

■ decolonial paradigms
– reflexivity

■ difference as difference in belief: 
assumption that someone is wrong

■ example: interconnectivity of 
nature

■ self determination
■ democratic dialogue



The GEOS Project
Our work brings together philosophical 
and empirical research on global 
negotiations of knowledge and 
social-environmental challenges. 

We aim to understand heterogeneous 
knowledge about socio-environmental 
systems by equally heterogeneous 
actors from Indigenous farmers to 
laboratory scientists.

https://www.geos-project.org/

https://www.geos-project.org/








My PhD project

Philosophy: 
theoretical interest in 
deep difference and 
dialogues between 

knowledges

Anthropology: 
empirically study an 

example of deep 
difference, the case 
study of the Caipora 

forest being
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Fieldwork
Siribinha, BA Mrôtjdam, PA



Questions

What is Caipora?

How does it matter for the everyday 
practices? 

Participatory research: all about 
empowering the community 

Can we understand each other? Can 
we learn from each other despite, or 
exactly because of, our differences?



Participatory 
Action 
Research
■ long-standing 

relationship with 
communities

■ taking responisibilities 
towards research 
partners seriously: 
ethics, assistance, 
co-publishing etc

■ empowerment, 
engagement, shaping 
research objectives 
together



Doing fieldwork





key 
messages interdisciplinarity

philosophical 
reflection for 

anthropological 
research

ontologies self-determination

relationship with 
communities

research journey 
and practice



THANK YOU Let’s discuss


